
And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place 

to store my crops.' "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' "But God said to 

him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' "This is how it will be 

with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." Luke 12:16-21 
 

A Fool 
 

Don’t be a fool.  What do you mean by that?  Don’t waste your life on what doesn’t matter and what doesn’t count.  Like 

what?  That’s a good question.  Thanks.  But, it is a good question for you to answer for yourself.  Why is that?  It wouldn’t 

do any good for me to tell you what isn’t important; you have to become convinced of it yourself.  Are you wanting me to 

tell you what I think is unimportant?  You got it, yes I do.   

 
Alright, let me first say that I don’t have the answer to this question completely figured out.  That’s a good place to start.  What’s 

that?  Admitting that you lack wisdom and may need some help, that’s a very good place to start.  Yes, I think it is.  In the 

past and even now, I’ve had my priorities mixed up.  How so?  I really like the things of this world.  Do you mean material 

possessions?  Yes, that’s exactly what I mean.  Do you think “like” is a strong enough word?  Probably not.  Let’s say that I 

have loved the things of this world.  That sounds like a more accurate description.  Yes, it does.  Anyhow, my love for the 

things of this world captured my attention and have driven the pursuits of my life.  What have you been pursuing?  I have been 

pursuing more.  More of what?  More of anything and everything that I have wanted at the time.  Have you found that your 

pursuit and possession of the things of this world has left you quite satisfied?  No, not at all.  Once I’ve acquired what I 

have pursued so vigorously, I wondered why I had wanted it so much.  Then the next best thing would come along and I would 

start all over again pursuing it.  This all sounds quite tiring to me.  Yes, it is.  What have all these pursuits of your taught 

you? 

 
I have learned that happiness, meaning, and direction in life cannot be found in things.  I have learned that my materialistic and 

worldly desires will lead me in the wrong direction.  What direction is that?  It’s a direction that leads me deeper into self-

centeredness and away from you.  Yes, it does.  I have learned that there is no value in storing up worldly possessions.  Why is 

that?  Worldly possessions will not satisfy me and even if they did, I can’t take them with me into the next life.  You’re right on 

both counts. 

 
What has been satisfying to you?  It has been satisfying to turn my life over to you and pursue what you want me to pursue.  

Tell me more about that.  You have become the pursuit of my life.  I want to love and pursue you with all my heart, mind, soul 

and body.  You have satisfied and filled my empty soul.  You have given me meaning and purpose in life.  The things of this world 

are loosing their grip on me.  You now have your grip on me.  I want to know you, love you, and follow you wherever you lead me 

to do whatever you ask of me.  How do you feel about all of this?  Once I thought I was rich and I was really poor.  Now I feel 

like I have discovered true riches in living my life with and for you.  Yes, you have.  I can take these riches into the next life with 

me.  Yes, you can. 

 
Lord, much of my life I have wanted the riches and pleasures of life. I have been enticed and captivated by them. Forgive me. 

Help me to love, follow, and serve you as I store up treasures in heaven in my relationship with you. Amen 
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  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to 
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one 
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  
 

ESV                                                   Luke 12:19-21 
 

 

 
  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' "But 
God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?' "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up 
things for himself but is not rich toward God."  
 

NIV                                                    Luke 12:19-21 
 
 
 
 
    

   Parables                                 The Rich Fool 
 

And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up 
for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." ' But 
God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of 
you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 
So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God."  
 

NKJV                                                 Luke 12:19-21 

 

  

 
  Parables                                   The Rich Fool 

 

And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough 
stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and 
be merry!”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very 
night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’ “Yes, a 
person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 
relationship with God.”  
 

NLT                                                    Luke 12:19-21 
 

     
 

  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 
 

and I'll say to myself, Self, you've done well! You've got it made 
and can now retire. Take it easy and have the time of your life!' 
"Just then God showed up and said, 'Fool! Tonight you die. And 
your barnful of goods—who gets it?' "That's what happens 
when you fill your barn with Self and not with God."  
 

MSG                                                  Luke 12:19-21 
 

 

 
  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to 
him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of 
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So 
it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 
not rich toward God."  
 

NRSV                                                Luke 12:19-21 
 

  
  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

And I’ll sit back and say to myself, "Friend, you have enough 
stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Wine, women, 
and song for you!" ’ "But God said to him, ’Fool! Tonight you 
die. Then who will get it all?’ "Yes, every man is a fool who gets 
rich on earth but not in heaven."  
 

TLB                                                   Luke 12:19-21 
 

    

 
  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many good things laid 
up, [enough] for many years. Take your ease; eat, drink, and 
enjoy yourself merrily. But God said to him, You fool! This very 
night they [the messengers of God] will demand your soul of 
you; and all the things that you have prepared, whose will they 
be? So it is with the one who continues to lay up and hoard 
possessions for himself and is not rich [in his relation] to God 
[this is how he fares].  
 

AMP                                                  Luke 12:19-21 
 
  

  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 
 

Then I can say to myself, “I have enough good things stored to 
last for many years. Rest, eat, drink, and enjoy life!“ ’ “But God 
said to him, ’Foolish man! Tonight your life will be taken from 
you. So who will get those things you have prepared for 
yourself?’ “This is how it will be for those who store up things 
for themselves and are not rich toward God.“  
 

NCV                                                  Luke 12:19-21 
 

    

 
  Parables                                  The Rich Fool 

 

'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up 
for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be 
merry."' "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your 
soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have 
prepared?' "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God."  
 

NASB                                                Luke 12:19-21 
 

  



The Rich Fool                            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Parables – Luke 12:16-21                                                     In Context: Read Luke 12 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I 
have no place to store my crops.' "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry."' "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you 
have prepared for yourself?' "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  
Luke 12:16-21 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
And he | told them | this parable: | "The ground | of a certain rich man | produced a good crop. | He thought to himself, | 'What shall 
I do? | I have | no place | to store my crops.' | "Then he said, | 'This is what | I'll do. | I will | tear down my barns | and | build bigger 
ones, | and there | I will store | all my grain | and | my goods. | And | I'll say | to myself, | "You have | plenty of | good things | laid 
up | for many years. | Take life easy; | eat, drink and be merry."' |  "But God said | to him, | 'You fool! | This very night | your life | 
will be | demanded | from you. | Then | who will | get what | you have prepared | for yourself?' | "This is how | it will be | with anyone 
| who stores up | things for himself | but is not rich | toward God." Luke 12:16-21 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, much of my life I have wanted the riches and pleasures of life. I have been enticed and captivated by them. 
Forgive me. Help me to love, follow, and serve you as I store up treasures in heaven in my relationship with you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has a focus on material possessions led you to have the wrong priorities in life? 
When have you been filled with pride over what you have accomplished? 
How will seeking the riches of this life cause you to become completely self-centered? 
How are you using the material blessings you have been given in life to serve the Lord? 
How will the pursuit and storing up of earthly treasures hinder your relationship with God? 
How can you be rich in your relationship with God and store up treasures in heaven with Him? 
How ready are you to leave this life and give account for it when you meet the Lord? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Live your life loving, following and serving the Lord as you store up treasures in heaven with Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that it is far better to store up treasures in heaven with God than on earth for yourself. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are storing up treasures in heaven with God. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Rich Fool                          Luke 12                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you become rich in your relationship with the Lord and store up treasures in heaven with Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to love, follow and serve you today so that I will grow rich in my relationship with you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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