
"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the 

money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" Simon replied, "I suppose the 

one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said.  Luke 7:41-43 (NIV) 
 

How Much Debt? 
 
How much have you been forgiven of by me?  Did you have a big debt or just a very small one for which you needed my 

forgiveness?  Lord, you know all my thoughts, words and actions.  Yes, I do.  Why then do you ask me these questions?  You 

know the extent of my sinfulness far better than even I do.  Yes, I do.  It is important for you to think about the extent of your 

sin.  Why is that?  If you thought you had no sin, you would not need or want me at all.  I don’t think that at all.  I know that I 

am a sinner.  I need no convincing on that point.  That’s good.  If you thought that you have just a little bit of sin, you may 

think that by your good efforts you might be able to pay me back.  I know that I cannot pay for my own sin no matter how 

hard I would try.  Haven’t you tried before?  What do you mean?  Haven’t there been times when you felt particularly sinful 

and thought maybe you should engage in some extra service for me because of your sin?  Yes, I suppose so.  How did 

that work out?  Not very well.  Why not?  Trying to pay you back is just one more sin.  Why do you think so?  If I try to pay you 

back then I’m not having faith and believing that you have completely forgiven and cleansed me of my sin.  No, you are not.  

 

We could move this discussion along a little bit.  Why do you want to?  Well, I need no convincing about the extent of my sin.  I 

have sinned against you and others in so many ways.  It’s not like I’ve stopped either.  All my sin is not just in the past.  I’m a 

sinner now.  I know that I will sin in the future.  Yes, you will.  So, I have a huge debt that I can’t repay.  Not now, nor at anytime 

in the future.  You’re right about that. 

 

So, I’m nothing like the religious person who needs no or little forgiveness.  I never want to have that attitude.  If for some strange 

reason I think that for a moment then I will want to confess that attitude for the sin that it is.  Haven’t you thought in this way 

before?  Maybe, sometimes it is hard to even know my own sins.  All I can say is that I know I’ve sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions.  I didn’t have a small amount of sin for which you have forgiven me.  You are right about that.  I 

have forgiven you of all your sins of the past, present and future.  You are completely forgiven and cleansed of your sin.  

You have no debt.  It has been cancelled. 

 

You say I have no debt?  Yes, I do.  Well, I feel something strongly toward you.  What’s that?  I feel a debt of gratitude, 

thankfulness, and love for you for all that you have done for me.  This debt is not at all like an obligation; it is what wells up in my 

heart toward you.  It is what makes me like the grateful woman who is washing your feet with her tears and drying them with her 

hair.  I am at your feet right now.  I love you.  I give my life to you.  I want to live my life with and for you.  I have no need to ask,  

“who is this who even forgives sins?”  You are the Son of God who died for my sin so that I could be forgiven, cleansed, and made 

able to live a new life in you.  Yes, I am and yes, I did.  Follow me.  Yes Lord, I will. 

 

Lord, I had a very big debt and load of sin I was carrying. My heart and mind and thoughts and actions were completely evil. I was 

far away from you, living a broken, sin filled life. Thank you, for bringing me near to you so that I could be forgiven of all my sin. 

Amen 
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Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not 
pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them 
will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I 
suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And 
he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”  
 

ESV                                                     Luke 7:41-43 
 

 

 
  Parables                                   Moneylender 

 

"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One 
owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 
canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love 
him more?" Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," 
Jesus said.  
 

NIV                                                      Luke 7:41-43 
 
 
 
 

    
Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

"There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One 
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave 
them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love 
him more?" Simon answered and said, "I suppose the 
one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You 
have rightly judged."  
 

NKJV                                                   Luke 7:41-43 
 
   

 
Parables                                   Moneylender 

 

Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to 
two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to 
the other. But neither of them could repay him, so he 
kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do 
you suppose loved him more after that?” Simon 
answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the 
larger debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said.  
 

NLT                                                      Luke 7:41-43 
 

     
 
Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

"Two men were in debt to a banker. One owed five 
hundred silver pieces, the other fifty. Neither of them 
could pay up, and so the banker canceled both debts. 
Which of the two would be more grateful?" Simon 
answered, "I suppose the one who was forgiven the 
most." "That's right," said Jesus.  
 

MSG                                                    Luke 7:41-43 

 

 
Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have 
something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "speak." 
"A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not 
pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which 
of them will love him more?" Simon answered, "I 
suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater 
debt." And Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly."  
 

NRSV                                                 Luke 7:41-43 

  
Parables                                   Moneylender 

 

Then Jesus told him this story: "A man loaned money to 
two people—$5,000 to one and $500 to the other. But 
neither of them could pay him back, so he kindly forgave 
them both, letting them keep the money! Which do you 
suppose loved him most after that?" "I suppose the one 
who had owed him the most," Simon answered. 
"Correct," Jesus agreed.  
 

TLB	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Luke 7:41-43 
 

    

 
Parables                                   Moneylender 

 

A certain lender of money [at interest] had two debtors: 
one owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
When they had no means of paying, he freely forgave 
them both. Now which of them will love him more? 
Simon answered, The one, I take it, for whom he 
forgave and cancelled more. And Jesus said to him, You 
have decided correctly.  
 

AMP                                                    Luke 7:41-43 

  
Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

Jesus said, “Two people owed money to the same 
banker. One owed five hundred coins and the other 
owed fifty. They had no money to pay what they owed, 
but the banker told both of them they did not have to pay 
him. Which person will love the banker more?“ Simon, 
the Pharisee, answered, “I think it would be the one who 
owed him the most money.“ Jesus said to Simon, “You 
are right.“  
 

NCV                                                    Luke 7:41-43 
     

 
Parables                                   Moneylender 
 

"A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. "When they were 
unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So 
which of them will love him more?" Simon answered and 
said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And 
He said to him, "You have judged correctly."  
 

NASB                                                  Luke 7:41-43 

  



Moneylender                             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Parables – Luke 7:41-43                                                         In Context: Read Luke 7 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the 
money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" Simon replied, "I suppose the one 
who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. Luke 7:41-43 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Two men | owed money | to a certain moneylender. | One owed him | five hundred denarii, | and | the other fifty. | Neither of them | 
had the money | to pay him back, | so he | canceled the debts | of both. | Now | which of them | will love him more?" | Simon replied, 
| "I suppose | the one | who had | the bigger | debt canceled." | "You have | judged correctly," Jesus said. Luke 7:41-43 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I had a very big debt and load of sin I was carrying. My heart and mind and thoughts and actions were completely evil. I was far 
away from you, living a broken, sin filled life. Thank you, for bringing me near to you so that  I could be forgiven of all my sin. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How sinful and far away from God were you when Christ brought you near to Him and saved your soul? 
Where would you be headed without the free gift of your salvation in Jesus Christ? 
What did it cost Jesus Christ to secure your forgiveness and salvation in Him? 
Why is Jesus Christ worthy of you loving, following and serving Him with all your heart and mind and soul? 
How thankful are you for all that Christ has done for you now and forever? 
What has it cost you to wholeheartedly follow Jesus Christ as your Lord? 
Why are you joyfully willing to give all you have, are and hope to be to follow and serve Jesus Christ? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Come to the Lord and turn from your sins and confess them to the Lord as you freely receive His free gift of salvation. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that Jesus Christ is worthy of your wholehearted loving, following and serving Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your love for the Lord has grown as you have followed Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Moneylender                  Luke 7                        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you express your love and devotion to the Lord for forgiving your sin and giving you a new life in Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, thank you for your forgiveness of all my sin and giving me a new life to live with you today. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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