
He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 

gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come."  

Mark 4:26-29 (NIV) 

Growing 
 
Let’s talk about growth.  That sounds good to me.  You want to grow, don’t you?  Yes Lord, I certainly don’t want to remain 

just as I am.  Do you know that you can’t cause yourself or anyone else to grow?  I think I have been a little confused about 

that.  Let’s clear that up.  I’d like that.  I alone am the one that causes growth.  Your desire to grow is nothing compared to 

my desire to see you grow.  How do you want me to grow?  How do you think?  I think you want me to grow to know you, love 

you and serve you more each day.  Is that what you want?  Yes, it is.  That’s good.  How else do you want to grow?  I want to 

grow to bear fruit for you.  I want you to be able to use me to reap a rich harvest for you.  Those are also good desires that we 

agree on.  I have a question.  What’s that?  If I can’t cause myself to grow, does that mean I can sit back and just let it happen?  

What do you think?  I’m sure that’s not the case.  You are right. 

 

Have you noticed that there are two conditions for growth to occur mentioned here in my word?  I think I missed them.  To 

tell you the truth, I can’t ever remember even seeing this parable before.  Look closely, what do you see?  I see that seeds must 

be scattered for growth to occur.  Yes, that’s one.  What else?  Where must they be scattered?  They must be scattered on the 

ground.  You got it.  Do you know what the seed and grounds stand for?  Yes, the seed is your word and the ground is my 

heart.  So what part of growth is yours?  I need to tend to my heart to make sure that it is receptive to your word.  That’s right.  

I also need to let your word be scattered in my heart.  When those two conditions are met, what will happen?  I will grow in my 

relationship with you and your ability to use me.  Yes, you will. 

 

Now since I know that you are impatient, we need to discuss a few more points.  Like what?  Let me ask you a couple 

questions.  Go ahead.  Will your growth as my follower happen immediately?  Do you mean like almost overnight?  You 

have the idea.  I’m guessing that the answer is no.  Good guess.  You may not even notice your own growth, but others will 

that’s for sure.  Your growth will be constant, gradual and unstoppable as you continue to love, follow and serve me.  

So, don’t get discouraged or loose heart.  I’m doing a work in you, day by day, until the day we see each other in 

heaven.  Do you believe me?  Will you trust me on this?  Yes Lord, I will. 

 

One final but very important point.  What’s that?  I want you to be out in the world casting the seed of my word into the 

soil of other people’s hearts.  You do?  Yes, of course I do.  You want to be a part of reaping a rich harvest for me, don’t 

you?  Yes Lord, I do.  When can we start?  Right now, today.  How does that sound to you?  I’m so glad to be growing, 

scattering seed and harvesting all for your glory.  Here I am Lord, use me!  I will. 

 

Lord, thank you for using people to plant seeds of faith in me. Without them I wouldn’t have heard the good news of the gospel. 

Thank you for making seeds of faith to grow in me. Use me now to help plant seeds of faith in others. Amen 
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  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter 
seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and the 
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth 
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in 
the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  
 

ESV                                                    Mark 4:26-29 

 

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A 
man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, 
whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the 
soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, 
he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come."  
 

NIV                                                      Mark 4:26-29 
 
     

  Parables                                 Growing Seed 
 

And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by night 
and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, 
he himself does not know how. For the earth yields 
crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that 
the full grain in the head. But when the grain ripens, 
immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest 
has come."  
 

NKJV                                                  Mark 4:26-29 
  

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer 
who scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, while 
he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but 
he does not understand how it happens. The earth 
produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes 
through, then the heads of wheat are formed, and finally 
the grain ripens. And as soon as the grain is ready, the 
farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the 
harvest time has come.”  
 

NLT                                                      Mark 4:26-29 
      

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 
  

Then Jesus said, "God's kingdom is like seed thrown on 
a field by a man who then goes to bed and forgets about 
it. The seed sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it 
happens. The earth does it all without his help: first a 
green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. 
When the grain is fully formed, he reaps—harvest time!  
MSG                                                   Mark 4:26-29 

 

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 
 

He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone 
would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 
sickle, because the harvest has come."  
 

NRSV                                                  Mark 4:26-29 

  
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

"Here is another story illustrating what the Kingdom of 
God is like: "A farmer sowed his field and went away, 
and as the days went by, the seeds grew and grew 
without his help. For the soil made the seeds grow. First 
a leaf-blade pushed through, and later the wheat-heads 
formed and finally the grain ripened, and then the farmer 
came at once with his sickle and harvested it."  
 

TLB                                                     Mark 4:26-29 
 

    

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

And He said, The kingdom of God is like a man who scatters 
seed upon the ground, And then continues sleeping and rising 
night and day while the seed sprouts and grows and 
increases—he knows not how. The earth produces [acting] by 
itself—first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 
But when the grain is ripe and permits, immediately he sends 
forth [the reapers] and puts in the sickle, because the harvest 
stands ready.  
 

AMP                                           Mark 4:26-29 

  
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

 

Then Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like someone 
who plants seed in the ground. Night and day, whether 
the person is asleep or awake, the seed still grows, but 
the person does not know how it grows. By itself the 
earth produces grain. First the plant grows, then the 
head, and then all the grain in the head. When the grain 
is ready, the farmer cuts it, because this is the harvest 
time.“  
NCV                                                    Mark 4:26-29 
     

 
  Parables                                 Growing Seed 

  

And He was saying, "The kingdom of God is like a man 
who casts seed upon the soil; and he goes to bed at 
night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows—how, he himself does not know. "The soil 
produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, 
then the mature grain in the head. "But when the crop 
permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the 
harvest has come."  
 

NASB                                                  Mark 4:26-29 

  



Growing Seed                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Parables – Mark 4:26-29                                                         In Context: Read Mark 4  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets 
up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come." Mark 4:26-29 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He also said, | "This is what | the kingdom of God | is like. | A man | scatters seed | on the ground. | Night and day, | whether he 
sleeps | or | gets up, | the seed sprouts | and | grows, | though | he does not | know how. | All by itself | the soil | produces grain--| 
first the stalk, | then the head, | then the full kernel | in the head. | As soon as | the grain | is ripe, | he puts | the sickle | to it, 
because | the harvest | has come." Mark 4:26-29  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for using people to plant seeds of faith in me. Without them I wouldn’t have heard the good news of 
the gospel. Thank you for making seeds of faith to grow in me. Use me now to help plant seeds of faith in others. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Who does the Lord use to sow seeds of faith in the world? 
Who did the Lord use and how did they use them to plant seeds of faith in you? 
Why can’t seeds of faith grow unless they are planted in the soil of people’s lives? 
How will the condition of the soil of your life help or hinder seeds of faith to grow in you? 
Where has the Lord sent and used you to sow seeds of faith with those who don’t know Him? 
Who will cause the seeds of faith that have been sown in you to take root and grow? 
How has the Holy Spirit caused seeds of faith to grow continually, constantly and gradually in your life? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make sure that the soil of your life is suitable for seeds of faith to take root and grow in you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit will use you to sow seeds of faith in those who do not know Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group where God has sent you to sow seeds of faith in others. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Growing Seed                   Mark 4                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the soil of your life to be fertile ground for God’s seeds of faith to grow in it. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, send and use me to plant your seeds of faith in the hearts of those who don’t know you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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