
And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:6-8 (NIV) 
 

Imagine That 
 
What do you want from me? What are you willing to continue to ask of me day and night? What will you continue to 
persevere in prayer for until you have an answer from me? I’m not hearing a very quick answer from you. I know, I’m 
thinking. Doesn’t something jump out to you right away? It’s not that I can’t think of anything. I’m not sure of what’s worthy of 
bringing to you night and day. Don’t tell me that you don’t want to bother me with small stuff. I was about to. That would be 
a mistake. Why is that? Your prayers are never a bother to me. I delight to hear all your prayers, both the large ones and 
the ones you consider to be the small ones.  There is something that I want you to know. What’s that? There is no such 
thing as a small and unimportant prayer request.  Why is that?  Think back over your life for a second. What very small 

seemingly insignificant events changed the course of your life? Do you have any in mind? Yes, I do.  Would you ever 
have been able to predict, in advance, which insignificant detail was going to change the course of your life? No, I 
wouldn’t. So, what does that tell you? It tells me that I should bring all my prayer requests to you, even ones I consider to be 
insignificant. Yes, that’s right. 
 
There are a couple of things that I want you to know about being persistent in prayer. What’s that?  Your persistence in 
prayer tells me something about your prayer. What’s that? It tells me that you are serious about it. When you pray a “one 
and done” prayer how important is that prayer to you? Not very, I suppose. Yes, there have been times that you have 
prayed a prayer and not even remembered that you prayed it. I’m sure that is true. It is. Do you know what else your 
persistence in prayer tells me? What’s that? It tells me that you have faith in me. Otherwise you would stop praying.  Yes, 
I would. You believe that I will hear and answer your prayers. Yes, I do. 
 
Since you’re having a hard time remembering your persistent prayers, at this moment, let me tell you what I am regularly 
hearing from you. Alright, go ahead. You are persistently praying that you will know and love me. Yes, I am. Do you think 
this prayer is being answered as you persist in prayer with me? Yes, I do.  You have been praying that I will use you so 
that you will bear abundant fruit for me. Yes, I have. Is this persistent prayer being answered for you? Yes, it is. You have 
been asking me to mold and shape you into the person that I want you want me to be. That’s right. Are you being 
transformed as you persist in prayer with me? Yes Father, I am. 
 
So, what are you thinking about persistent prayer right now? I’m so thankful for your invitation to come and persist in prayer 
with you. You are answering my prayers beyond what I could have possibly imagined. Yes, I am. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for inviting me to come and bring all my prayers to you. Help me to persist in prayer with you. Mold 
and shape my life and grow my faith and trust in you as I await your answers to my prayers. Amen 
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  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge 
says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry 
to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell 
you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  
 

ESV                                                       Luke 18:6-8 
 

 

 
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, 
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting 
them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and 
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on the earth?"  
 

NIV                                                        Luke 18:6-8 
 
 
    

  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 
 

Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said. 
And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day 
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell 
you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on 
the earth?"  
 

NKJV                                                     Luke 18:6-8 

 

  

 
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 
judge. Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So 
don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen 
people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep 
putting them off? I tell you, he will grant justice to them 
quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will 
he find on the earth who have faith?”  
 

NLT                                                        Luke 18:6-8 
 

     
 

  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 
 

Then the Master said, "Do you hear what that judge, 
corrupt as he is, is saying? So what makes you think 
God won't step in and work justice for his chosen 
people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick 
up for them? I assure you, he will. He will not drag his 
feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the 
Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?"  
 

MSG                                                      Luke 18:6-8 
 
 

 
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who 
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping 
them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?"  
 

NRSV                                                    Luke 18:6-8 
 

  
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

Then the Lord said, "If even an evil judge can be worn 
down like that, don’t you think that God will surely give 
justice to his people who plead with him day and night? 
Yes! He will answer them quickly! But the question is: 
When I, the Messiah, return, how many will I find who 
have faith [and are praying]?"  
 

TLB                                                       Luke 18:6-8 
 

    

 
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

Then the Lord said, Listen to what the unjust judge says! 
And will not [our just] God defend and protect and 
avenge His elect (His chosen ones), who cry to Him day 
and night? Will He defer them and delay help on their 
behalf? I tell you, He will defend and protect and avenge 
them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, 
will He find [persistence in] faith on the earth?  
 

AMP                                                      Luke 18:6-8 
 
  

  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 
 

The Lord said, “Listen to what the unfair judge said. God 
will always give what is right to his people who cry to 
him night and day, and he will not be slow to answer 
them. I tell you, God will help his people quickly. But 
when the Son of Man comes again, will he find those on 
earth who believe in him?“  
 

NCV                                                      Luke 18:6-8 
 

    

 
  Parables                       The Persistent Widow 

 

And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge 
*said; now, will not God bring about justice for His elect 
who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long 
over them? "I tell you that He will bring about justice for 
them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, 
will He find faith on the earth?"  
 

NASB                                                    Luke 18:6-8 
 

  



The Persistent Widow              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Parables – Luke 18:1-8                                                         In Context: Read Luke 18 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him 
day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:6-8 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
And the Lord said, | "Listen to what | the unjust judge says. | And will not God | bring about justice | for his | chosen ones, | who cry 
out | to him | day and night? | Will he | keep putting them off? | I tell you, | he will see | that they | get justice, | and quickly. However, 
| when | the Son of Man comes, | will he | find faith | on the earth?" Luke 18:6-8 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, thank you for inviting me to come and bring all my prayers to you. Help me to persist in prayer with 
you. Mold and shape my life and grow my faith and trust in you as I await your answers to my prayers. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How often do you pray “one and done” prayers rather than persisting in prayer? 
Why do you think some of your “one and done” prayers appear to have gone unanswered? 
How has your persistence in prayer shown the seriousness of your request to your Heavenly Father? 
How has your faith and trust in your Heavenly Father grown as you have persisted in prayer with Him? 
What has your Heavenly Father been able to do in your life as you have persisted in prayer with Him? 
When has your Heavenly Father answered one of your persistent prayer requests? 
What persistent prayers are you now praying and awaiting an answer from your Heavenly Father? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Accept the invitation from your Heavenly Father to persist in prayer with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father is inviting you to persist in prayer with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group the prayers that you are persistently praying to your Heavenly Father. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Persistent Widow          Luke 18           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be persistent in praying the prayers the Lord gives you to pray. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will keep on persistently praying the prayers you give me to pray. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what prayers do you want me to keep on persistently praying to you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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