He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
age. Matthew 13:37-40 (NIV)

Awake And Listening

It’s not your job to judge or condemn evil people that are in the world. Leave that up to me for the end of the age. If it
were your job now, someone would have already judged and condemned you. I suppose so. Well, you would be right
then. Yes, I once lived as one of your enemies. I was headed in the wrong direction walking away from you and doing evil of
every kind. But, you rescued me. Yes, I did. How did I do that? I’m not sure what you mean? Did I use anyone to help
rescue you from the darkness that you were walking in? Yes, you used several people, at just the right time, to help me to
come to you. What did they do for you? They prayed for me. They showed me your love and acceptance by the kindness
that they showed me on your behalf. Yes, they most certainly did. What else? They spoke up and showed me how I could
have a new life in you. So, it was their prayers, love and testimony that I used to draw you to me. That’s right.

I have a few questions that I would like to ask you. Go ahead, I’m listening. It’s funny that you just used the word
listening. Why is that? My first question is what would have happened to you if the people who helped you were not
awake and listening to me? They would not have prayed, loved or spoken to me. Where then would you still be now? I
would still be living as your enemy, walking in darkness. Yes, you would. What if they had been busy, judging and
condemning you as an evil person? Their judgment and condemnation would have driven me even farther away from you.
Their assessment would have been completely correct and their actions would have been totally wrong. Yes, and who would
have won in the end? The devil would have won because I would have been lost to him. Yes, you would have. But, I would
not let that happen, nor would the people that I used in your life. How fantastic is that? It is fantastic beyond words.
Because your servants fulfilled their role as good seed in the world they bore real fruit for your kingdom. In this case I was the
fruit of the labor that you gave to them. Yes, you were. What will happen to you now? One day, I will join you in heaven and
I will be able to shine like the sun in your kingdom for all eternity. Yes, you will, along with all my followers.

One final question, but it’s a question that I want you to ask me. I know what it is. Are you sure? Yes, I’m sure. Let’s
hear it then. Who can I love, pray for and talk to about the new life they can have in you? Yes, that’s exactly what I want
you to ask me. That’s what I am asking you right now. Be awake and listen to me and I will give you your answer.

Lord, it is a good thing someone wasn’t given the job of judging and condemning me. I would have been judged to be an evil
weed. Thank you for planting your good seed in me and giving me a new life to live, bearing fruit for you. Amen
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He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the
Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed
stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the
sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is
the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels. "As the weeds are pulled up and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
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Weeds In The Field

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is
the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are
angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the close of the age.
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Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants
the good seed. The field is the world, and the good seed
represents the people of the Kingdom. The weeds are
the people who belong to the evil one. The enemy who
planted the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The
harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are
the angels. “Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned
in the fire, so it will be at the end of the world.

He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, the good
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the
sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is
the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of
this age.
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He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children
of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.
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So he explained. "The farmer who sows the pure seed is
the Son of Man. The field is the world, the pure seeds
are subjects of the kingdom, the thistles are subjects of
the Devil, and the enemy who sows them is the Devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, the curtain of history.
The harvest hands are angels. "The picture of thistles
pulled up and burned is a scene from the final act.
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He answered, He Who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man. The field is the world, and the good seed means
the children of the kingdom; the darnel is the children of
the evil one, And the enemy who sowed it is the devil.
The harvest is the close and consummation of the age,
and the reapers are angels. Just as the darnel (weeds
resembling wheat) is gathered and burned with fire, so it
will be at the close of the age.

"All right," he said, "I am the farmer who sows the choice
seed. The field is the world, and the seed represents the
people of the Kingdom; the thistles are the people
belonging to Satan. The enemy who sowed the thistles
among the wheat is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the world, and the reapers are the angels. "Just as in
this story the thistles are separated and burned, so shall
it be at the end of the world:
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And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the
good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the
tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of
the age; and the reapers are angels. "So just as the
tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be
at the end of the age.

Jesus answered, “The man who planted the good seed
in the field is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and
the good seed are all of God’s children who belong to
the kingdom. The weeds are those people who belong
to the Evil One. And the enemy who planted the bad
seed is the devil. The harvest time is the end of the
world, and the workers who gather are God’s angels.
“Just as the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire,
so it will be at the end of the world.
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Parables – Matthew 13:37-40
Begin With Prayer:

In Context: Read Matthew 13
Here I am Lord.

I Am Listening.

Meditating On God’s Word:

(What is God speaking to your heart?)

Considering The Words:

(What words speak to your heart?)

He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the harvesters are angels. "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
Matthew 13:37-40
He answered, | "The one | who sowed | the good seed | is the Son | of Man. | The field | is the world, | and | the good seed | stands
for | the sons | of the kingdom. | The weeds | are the | sons of the evil one, | and | the enemy | who sows them | is the devil. | The
harvest | is the end | of the age, | and | the harvesters | are angels. | "As the weeds | are pulled up | and | burned in the fire, | so it
will be | at the end | of the age. Matthew 13:37-40

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Praying The Scripture:

(What prayer from your heart will you write?)

Lord, it is a good thing someone wasn’t given the job of judging and condemning me. I would have been judged to be
an evil weed. Thank you for planting your good seed in me and giving me a new life to live, bearing fruit for you. Amen

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

What It Means:

(What questions speak to your heart?)

(Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)

How and when does the enemy, the devil, sow his evil in the world?
Why is it important that you are awake and aware of the evil activity of the devil in this world?
Why are evil weeds allowed to continue to live among the wheat in the world until the time of judgment?
Why is it not your role to judge and condemn evil people that are living in this world?
When might someone have already judged and condemned you as an evil person if it was their job to do so?
How did Christ plant his good seed in your heart so that you turned away from evil to give your life to Him?
How has Christ helped you to grow as His good seed in the world so that you could bear fruit for Him?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Living It Out:

(What action step is God guiding your heart to take?)

Ask the Lord to show you how He wants you to labor with Him to plant His good seed in the world.

_______________________________________________________________________
Seeing It Happen:

(What are you trusting God for in your heart?)

Have faith that the Lord will use you as His good seed in the world to bear fruit for Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Get Ready To Share:

(What can you share with others from your heart?)

Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has used you, as His good seed, to bear fruit for Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Close With Prayer:
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…
Adoration…
Thanksgiving…
Confession...
Intercession...
Petition…

Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Journal
As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
What Prayers Are You Praying Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Of Blessing

(What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?)

Lord, show me how I can live today as your good seed in the world, bearing fruit for your kingdom and glory.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayer To Carry

(What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?)

May you be fully awake and listening to the Lord so that you can bear fruit for Him as His good seed in the world.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Want To Remember About Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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