"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a
great crash." Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV)

Firm Foundation
Storms are certain in this life. They come to everyone. Sometimes you can see them coming from a great distance. At
other times they will come when you least expect them and they will take you completely by surprise. Storms come in
all different shapes and sizes. Something that seems so tame, safe and harmless can cause a great storm in your life.
Sometimes your own careless, inattentive actions or lack of action can bring a storm upon you. Many storms just
happen. You have no control over them and they aren’t your fault. No matter what the size, shape or cause of a storm,
you can be certain that they will beat on your life. How will your life stand up under a heavy storm? Are you prepared to
face them?
Would you like to know how to stand up under a heavy storm in life? Yes Lord, I would. Take a lesson from the expert
builder. The most important part of his project is the foundation. If the foundation isn’t right, the rest of the structure
won’t matter. The house can look magnificent in every detail but if the foundation is not secure, it will one day collapse
like a house of cards when a storm beats against it. Would you like your life to have a secure foundation anchored in
rock that will be able to withstand all the storms of life? Yes Lord, I definitely would like that.
I am the expert builder. My words are the ingredients of a secure foundation. My words are as hard as rock. You can
anchor your life in me and my words. How do I do that Lord? There are two different ways to hear in life. One person
hears my words and considers them to be interesting. They file my words away along with all the other words that they
hear from the world. They pick and choose the words that they will put into practice based on their own thoughts,
opinions, feelings, and desires. Usually my words end up a distant second place in their life, never to be put into
practice. This person is building their life on the sand. Their life will collapse under a heavy storm. You don’t want that.
No Lord, I don’t.
What does the other hearer do differently? The other hearer listens carefully to my words and puts them into practice. My
words have final authority in their life. They don’t pick and choose what they like to hear and want to put into practice.
Sometimes my word will be hard for them to hear. It will challenge their thoughts, words and actions. Often times my
word will guide them to live in ways that are distinctly different than those in the world around them. Despite all the
demand and challenges of my words, they are committed to following and obeying me no matter the cost to them
personally. These followers of mine are building a secure foundation in me that will be able to withstand all the storms
of life. Is that what you want? Will you put my words into practice in your life? Yes Lord, I will. Very good, follow me.
Lord, thank you that you are working in me, on and through me. Use your word to change my heart and transform my mind. I want
my life to be built on you and your words. Construct my life according to your purposes and plans. Amen
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"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it
had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down,
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell with a great crash."

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on
the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great
was the fall of it.”

NIV

ESV

Wisdom

Matthew 7:24-27

Builds A House On Solid Rock

“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a
person who builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes
in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against
that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. But
anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a
person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods
come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with
a mighty crash.”

NLT

Wisdom

Matthew 7:24-27

Built His House On Rock

"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The
rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock.
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act
on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!"

NRSV

Matthew 7:24-27
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So everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts upon them
[obeying them] will be like a sensible (prudent, practical, wise) man
who built his house upon the rock. And the rain fell and the floods
came and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not
fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who
hears these words of Mine and does not do them will be like a
stupid (foolish) man who built his house upon the sand. And the rain
fell and the floods came and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell—and great and complete was the fall of it.

AMP

Wisdom

Matthew 7:24-27

Built His House On The Rock

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts
on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house
on the rock. "And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not
fall, for it had been founded on the rock. "Everyone who hears
these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. "The rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that
house; and it fell—and great was its fall."

NASB

Matthew 7:24-27

Built His House On The Rock

"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was
founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall."

NKJV

Wisdom

Matthew 7:24-27

Foundational Words, Words To Build A Life On

"These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life,
homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are
foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words
into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on
solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but
nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock. "But if you just
use my words in Bible studies and don't work them into your life,
you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy
beach. When a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed
like a house of cards."

MSG
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Matthew 7:24-27
Builds His House On Solid Rock

"All who listen to my instructions and follow them are wise, like
a man who builds his house on solid rock. Though the rain
comes in torrents, and the floods rise and the storm winds beat
against his house, it won’t collapse, for it is built on rock. "But
those who hear my instructions and ignore them are foolish, like
a man who builds his house on sand. For when the rains and
floods come, and storm winds beat against his house, it will fall
with a mighty crash."

TLB

Wisdom

Matthew 7:24-27

Built His House On Rock

“Everyone who hears my words and obeys them is like a wise
man who built his house on rock. It rained hard, the floods
came, and the winds blew and hit that house. But it did not fall,
because it was built on rock. Everyone who hears my words
and does not obey them is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. It rained hard, the floods came, and the winds
blew and hit that house, and it fell with a big crash.“

NCV

Matthew 7:24-27

Built His House On A Rock

Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______

Wisdom – Matthew 7:24-27

In Context: Read Matthew 7

Begin With Prayer:

Here I am Lord.

I Am Listening.

Meditating On God’s Word:

(What is God speaking to your heart?)

Considering The Words:

(What words speak to your heart?)

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a
great crash." Matthew 7:24-27
"Therefore everyone | who hears | these words | of mine | and | puts them | into practice | is like | a wise man | who built | his house
| on the rock. | The rain | came down, | the streams rose, | and | the winds blew | and | beat against | that house; | yet it | did not |
fall, | because it had | its foundation | on the rock. | But everyone | who hears | these words | of mine | and | does not | put them |
into practice | is like | a foolish man | who built | his house| on sand. | The rain | came down, | the streams rose, | and | the winds
blew | and | beat against | that house, | and | it fell | with a | great crash." Matthew 7:24-27

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Praying The Scripture:

(What prayer from your heart will you write?)

Lord, thank you that you are working in me, on and through me. Use your word to change my heart and transform my
mind. I want my life to be built on you and your words. Construct my life according to your purposes and plans. Amen

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
What It Means:

(What questions speak to your heart?)

(Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)

How is your life like a house that needs to be built so that it can withstand the storms of life?
Why will no other construction in your life matter if you don’t have a firm and secure foundation?
What does the world uphold as construction materials on which to build your life?
When have you discovered that your life had a weak foundation that could not withstand the storms of life?
Why do you need to both hear and put into practice Christ’s words so that you have a secure foundation in Him?
How has knowing Jesus Christ and putting His word into practice been building the foundation of your life?
When do you think Jesus Christ might be finished with you as His construction project?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Living It Out:

(What action step is God guiding your heart to take?)

Make every effort to hear and put Christ’s word into practice so that you can have a firm foundation in Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Seeing It Happen:

(What are you trusting God for in your heart?)

Have faith that Jesus Christ will securely build your life as you hear and put His words into practice.

_______________________________________________________________________
Get Ready To Share:

(What can you share with others from your heart?)

Share with another person or your small group how you are daily hearing and putting Christ’s word in practice.

_______________________________________________________________________
Close With Prayer:
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…
Adoration…
Thanksgiving…
Confession...
Intercession...
Petition…

Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Journal
As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
What Prayers Are You Praying Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Of Blessing

(What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?)

May you have a firm foundation in Christ as your hear His word and put it into practice.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayer To Carry

(What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?)

Lord, help me to hear your word and put it into practice so that I can have a firm foundation in you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Want To Remember About Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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