
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 

Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit." Acts 1:4-5 (NIV) 

 

Don’t Leave 

 

I won’t leave. I won’t take one step. I won’t move forward without your instructions. I have launched off on my own far too many 

times. I have seen the failure of my own efforts often enough. I have seen the fruitlessness of operating under my own power and 

strength. I want no more of that. I have had enough failure. I have experienced enough disappointment. I have learned that apart 

from you I can do nothing. I cannot accomplish your work without your power. I cannot bear fruit for your kingdom or bring glory to 

your name without your help. That’s a valuable lesson to learn. Yes, it was a valuable and costly lesson to learn. It would have 

been far costlier had you never learned this lesson. That’s right. I get that. I am thankful for every lesson you teach me. I don’t 

ever want to look back from heaven and see that I could have born more fruit for your kingdom and brought more glory to your 

name if only I had relied on you more. That’s a very good thought to think. 

 

So, here I am. I am watching and waiting and listening for your instructions. I will go wherever you guide me. I will do whatever 

you ask of me. I will start when you say start. I will stop when you say stop. I will not lag behind you. I will not run ahead of you. I 

will not wander away to the left or to the right. I will follow you. In every way I will rely on you. I want your power. I need your 

strength. I am asking you to fill me with your Holy Spirit. Work in and through my life. Do in and through me what I could never do 

by myself. Use me however you see fit. Help me to accomplish your purposes and plans. These are the prayers I am praying to 

you. These are the desires of my heart. 

 

I have heard and I will answer your prayers. I will use you. I will guide you. I will give you my power and strength. I will fill 

you with my Holy Spirit. I will make you able to do all that I have asked of you. I will help you to bear an abundance of 

fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name. You and others will know that I have worked in and through your life. 

You will be a witness for me in the world. You will accomplish my purpose. You will fulfill my plans. You will have no 

regrets as you follow and serve me. 

 

 

 

 

Lord, I will sit and wait and listen for your instructions. I won’t rush a decision and choose a course of action without your guidance. I 

won’t rely on my own strength to do your work. I will rely on the Holy Spirit to empower me to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 
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  Waiting                         Wait For The Promise 

 

And while staying with them he ordered them not 

to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard 

from me; for John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.” 
 

ESV                                                         Acts 1:4-5 

 
 

 
  Waiting                                Wait For The Gift 

 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, 
he gave them this command: "Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  
 For John baptized with water, but in a few days 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
 

NIV                                                           Acts 1:4-5 

 
 
 
 

    
  Waiting                         Wait For The Promise 

 

 And being assembled together with them, He 

commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," 

He said, "you have heard from Me; for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 

NKJV                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

 
  

 
   Waiting                          The Gift He Promised 

 

Once when he was eating with them, he 

commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until 

the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told 

you before. John baptized with water, but in just a 

few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  
 

NLT                                                           Acts 1:4-5 

 

     
 

  Waiting      Wait For What The Father Promised 
 

As they met and ate meals together, he told them 
that they were on no account to leave Jerusalem 
but "must wait for what the Father promised: the 
promise you heard from me. John baptized in 
water; you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit. And 

soon."  
 

MSG                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

 

 

 
  Waiting         Wait There For The Promise Of The Father 

 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 

of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have 

heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now." 
 

NRSV                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

 

  
  Waiting                                    Not To Leave 

 

 In one of these meetings he told them not to leave 
Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came upon them in 
fulfillment of the Father’s promise, a matter he had 
previously discussed with them. "John baptized 
you with water," he reminded them, "but you shall 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit in just a few days."  
 

TLB                                                      Acts 1:4-5 

 

    

 
  Waiting           Wait For What The Father Had Promised 

 

And while being in their company and eating with 
them, He commanded them not to leave 
Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had 
promised, Of which [He said] you have heard Me 
speak. For John baptized with water, but not many 
days from now you shall be baptized with (placed 

in, introduced into) the Holy Spirit. 
 

AMP                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

   

  Waiting       Wait Here To Receive The Promise 
 

Once when he was eating with them, he told them 

not to leave Jerusalem. He said, “Wait here to 

receive the promise from the Father which I told 

you about. John baptized people with water, but in 

a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.“  
 

NCV                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

 
    

 
  Waiting      Wait For What The Father Promised 

 

Gathering them together, He commanded them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the 
Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard 
of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now." 
 

NASB                                                       Acts 1:4-5 

 

  



Wait For The Gift                             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Waiting – Acts 1:4-5                                                                In Context: Read Acts 1 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit." Acts 1:4-5  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
On one occasion, | while | he was | eating | with them, | he gave them | this command: | "Do not | leave Jerusalem, | but wait | for the 

gift | my Father | promised, | which | you | have heard | me speak about. | For John | baptized | with water, | but in | a few days | you 
will | be baptized | with | the Holy Spirit." Acts 1:4-5  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will sit and wait and listen for your instructions. I won’t rush a decision and choose a course of action without your guidance. I 
won’t rely on my own strength to do your work. I will rely on the Holy Spirit to empower me to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you made a mistake by rushing a decision and choosing a direction without the Lord’s guidance? 

When have you waited to receive instructions from the Lord before making a decision? 
Why will you not be able to bear fruit for God’s kingdom without relying the Holy Spirit to empower you? 

What would have happened if the disciples hadn’t waited for the Holy Spirit to empower their ministry? 

When have you known that the Holy Spirit was empowering you to do the Lord’s work? 

What has happened when you have tried to do the Lord’s work without the power of the Holy Spirit? 
What fruit has your life born for the Lord through the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through you? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Wait for the Holy Spirit to empower you to do the work that the Lord has given you to do for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit will empower you to do what the Lord has given you to do for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when you have waited for the Lord to use you in His service. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wait For The Gift    Acts 1                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you wait for the Holy Spirit to empower you to do the work that The Lord has given you to do for Him. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will wait for the Holy Spirit to empower me to do the work you have given me to do for you. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what work will the Holy Spirit empower me to do for you today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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