
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you 

sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save 

lives that God sent me ahead of you. Genesis 45:4-5 (NIV) 

 

Looking Back 

 

You will go through trials. You will experience difficulty. You will wonder what is going on. You will think that the dreams 

I have given you are long gone and dead. You will think that you are all alone. You will wonder where I am. You may want 

to give up hope. You may be about to lose faith. Is any of this sounding a little bit familiar to you? It certainly does sound 

more than a little bit familiar. I have wondered if I was all alone. I have had dreams that I have thought were long gone and dead. I 

have wondered where you are. I have almost given up hope. But, I haven’t lost faith. I’m still holding on to you. That’s very good. 

Can you look back at your past trials to see how I have used them to work in and through your life? Can you see how I 

have used trails to mold and shape your life? Can you look back and see that you never were alone. I have been with you 

on every step of your life. Yes, I can see that your hand was on me.  You were with me. I also know that you were not the author 

of my trails. You did not bring them on me. Yet, you have used every one of them to make me into the person who I am today. 

That’s right. 

 

Can I ask you a few questions? Go right ahead. Are the dreams that you have given to me still alive? Will you still be using me to 

bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name? Do you still have a purpose and plan for my life? Do you still have good 

works prepared in advance for me to do for you? What do you think? I’m sure that you still want to use me. I think that you have 

been preparing me for however you want to use me. I’m sure that you have a purpose and a plan for my life. I know that you st ill 

have good works prepared in advance for me to do for you. You are right. Have faith in me. Follow me to where I lead you. Do 

what I give you to do for me. Yes Lord, I will. My hand is on you. I will use you in ways that you could not have imagined.  

 

 

 

 

Lord, thank you for giving me dreams about how you want to use me for your purpose and glory. Help me to trust you through the 

trials and difficulties I will face in life. Use them all to mold and shape me as your faithful servant. Amen 
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  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 

 

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, 
please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do 
not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve 
life.  
 

ESV                                                 Genesis 45:4-5 

 

 
  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 

 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." 
When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother 
Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be 
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for 
selling me here, because it was to save lives that God 
sent me ahead of you. 
 

NIV                                                  Genesis 45:4-5 

 
 
     

  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 
 

And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to 
me." So they came near. Then he said: "I am Joseph 
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. But now, do not 
therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life.  

NKJV                                              Genesis 45:4-5 

  

 
  Guidance                           God Who Sent Me 

“Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came 
closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, 
whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don’t be upset, 
and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this 
place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to 
preserve your lives.  

NLT                                                  Genesis 45:4-5 

 

     
 

  Guidance                          God Was Behind It 
  

"Come closer to me," Joseph said to his brothers. They 
came closer. "I am Joseph your brother whom you sold 
into Egypt. But don't feel badly, don't blame yourselves 
for selling me. God was behind it. God sent me here 
ahead of you to save lives.  

MSG                                               Genesis 45:4-5 

 

 
  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 
 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." 
And they came closer. He said, "I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold 
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.  
 

NRSV                                              Genesis 45:4-5 

  
  Guidance                                      God Did It 

 

"Come over here," he said. So they came closer. And he 
said again, "I am Joseph, your brother whom you sold 
into Egypt! But don’t be angry with yourselves that you 
did this to me, for God did it! He sent me here ahead of 
you to preserve your lives.  
 

TLB                                                 Genesis 45:4-5 

 

    

 
  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 

 

And Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me, I 
pray you. And they did so. And he said, I am Joseph 
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt! But now, do not 
be distressed and disheartened or vexed and angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 
ahead of you to preserve life.  
 

AMP                                        Genesis 45:4-5 

  

  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 
 

So Joseph said to them, “Come close to me.“ When the 
brothers came close to him, he said to them, “I am your 
brother Joseph, whom you sold as a slave to go to 
Egypt. Now don’t be worried or angry with yourselves 
because you sold me here. God sent me here ahead of 
you to save people’s lives.  

NCV                                                Genesis 45:4-5 

 

    

 
  Guidance                                 God Sent Me 

  

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come closer 
to me." And they came closer. And he said, "I am your 
brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. "Now do not 
be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold 
me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.  
 

NASB                                               Genesis 45:4-5 

  



God Sent Me                              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Guidance – Genesis 45:4-5                                         In Context: Read Genesis 45 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 
into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that 

God sent me ahead of you. Genesis 45:4-5 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then Joseph | said to his brothers, | "Come close | to me." | When they had | done so, | he said, | "I am your brother Joseph, | the one 

| you sold | into Egypt! | And now, | do not be distressed | and | do not be angry | with yourselves | for selling me here, | because | it 

was | to save lives | that God | sent me | ahead of you. Genesis 45:4-5 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for giving me dreams about how you want to use me for your purpose and glory. Help me to trust you 

through the trials and difficulties I will face in life. Use them all to mold and shape me as your faithful servant. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you had a God given dream come to what you thought was a dead end? 

When have you underestimated how long it would take for a God given dream to be fulfilled? 

When has God revived one of your dreams long after you thought it was dead? 
How has God helped you to continue to trust Him when your dream was delayed in being fulfilled? 

How has God strengthened your faith in Him as you have gone through trying, dream killing times, in your life? 

How has God been able to use even the dark and troubling times for good in molding and shaping your life? 

When have you understood God’s activity in your life only by looking backward after trials were over? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
In faith, ask God to give you His wisdom and strength as you go through what seem like dream killing trials. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in our heart?) 
Have faith that God will work in and through all the trials you experience in life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has worked in and through trials that you have gone through. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                                  www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 
 



God Sent Me     Genesis 45        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you have faith to wait and see how God will work in and through trials you go through in life. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will have faith to wait and see how you will work in and through trials I will go through in life. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what do you want to show me about how you have worked in and through my life? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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