
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing. John 15:5 (NIV) 

Well Done 
 

My life has not been particularly fruitful. That sounds like a dramatic understatement to me. The truth is, my life has been like a 

barren wasteland. I have worked extremely hard and accomplished very little. Oh sure, I can point to achievements that the world 

might recognize and applaud. But, at the end of the day, at the end of my life, what will stand the test of time and last for all 

eternity? That is a very good question. Many go through their entire life without asking any questions like that. You want 

your life to have mattered. You want your life to have made a mark. You want to be able to look back over your life and 

see that it was well spent. Most of all, you want to hear me say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” Have I heard you 

correctly? Is all that I have said about you true? Yes, I want my life to count. I want to make a mark. I want my life to have 

been well spent.  

 

How will you know if your life counted, made its mark and was well spent? That may sound like a difficult and unanswerable 

question. It is an easy question for me to answer. Really, let me hear your answer. I will know if my life counted, made its mark 

and was well spent if I went and did your will. How will you know my will? How will you be able to go and do my will? Again, 

that is not a difficult question to answer. I will know your will if I have listened to you. To listen to you I must live in an intimate 

relationship with you. I must spend time in your presence. I quiet myself before you. I must wait for your instructions. I must 

receive your guidance. I also know that you will ask me to do what I cannot possibly do without your help. Why is that? You want 

me to live a life of relying on you. You want me to follow you to where you lead me. You want me to do what you ask of me. You 

want me to rely on your power and strength to help me to do what only you can do in and through me. As I go where you guide 

me and do what you ask of me, I know that I will be accomplishing your purposes and fulfilling your plans. That’s right. If I keep 

on loving, following and serving you, I will one day hear you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” Yes, you will. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I know that apart for you I can do nothing. My life has been an example of working hard and accomplishing nothing of eternal value. 

I want to be fruitful for you. Help me to remain in you so I will bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 
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  Character                              Remains In Me 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

ESV                                                          John 15:5 
 

 

 
  Character                              Remains In Me 

 

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

NIV                                                           John 15:5 
 
 

    
  Character                                 Abides In Me 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing.  
 

NKJV                                                        John 15:5 

 

  

 
  Character                                 Remain In Me 

 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those 
who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

NLT                                                          John 15:5 
 

     
 

  Character                              Joined With Me 
 

"I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're 
joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate 
and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. 
Separated, you can't produce a thing.  
 

MSG                                                         John 15:5 
 

 

 
  Character                                   Abide In Me 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

NRSV                                                       John 15:5 
 

  
  Character                                   Lives In Me 

 

"Yes, I am the Vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever lives in me and I in him shall produce a 
large crop of fruit. For apart from me you can’t do a 
thing.  	   
TLB                                                          John 15:5 

 

    

 
  Character                                   Lives In Me 

 

I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
lives in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) 
fruit. However, apart from Me [cut off from vital 
union with Me] you can do nothing.  
 

AMP                                                         John 15:5 
 

  
  Character                                Remain In Me 

 

“I am the vine, and you are the branches. If any 
remain in me and I remain in them, they produce 
much fruit. But without me they can do nothing.  
 

NCV                                                         John 15:5 
 

    

 
  Character                                 Abides In Me 

 

"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for 
apart from Me you can do nothing.  
 

NASB                                                       John 15:5 
 

  



Remains In Me                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Character – John 15:5                                                           In Context: Read John 15 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
John 15:5 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"I am | the vine; | you are | the branches. | If a man | remains in me | and I | in him, | he will | bear much fruit; | apart from me | 
you can | do nothing. John 15:5 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that apart for you I can do nothing. My life has been an example of working hard and accomplishing nothing of eternal 
value. I want to be fruitful for you. Help me to remain in you so I will bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How could it be possible to spend a lifetime working hard and not accomplish anything of eternal value? 
When have you discovered that your efforts weren’t accomplishing anything of eternal value? 
How are you seeking to live each day of your life in an intimate relationship with the Lord? 
What has helped or hindered you in living in an intimate relationship with the Lord? 
Why must you live in an intimate relationship with the Lord if you want to bear fruit for Him? 
When have you known that the Lord was asking you to go and do something for Him? 
How has the Lord made you able to bear fruit for His kingdom and bring glory to His name? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Remain in an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ so you can bear fruit for the Kingdom and bring glory to His name. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will bear fruit for the Kingdom of God and bring glory to His name as you remain in Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are remaining in an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Remains In Me            John 15             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you remain in Jesus Christ so that you can bear fruit for His kingdom and bring glory to His name. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will remain in you so I can bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I remain in you so I can bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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