
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that 

their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) 

 
Know It All 

 
You don't know it all. You don't have it all. There is a reason that I have placed leaders over you. Why is that? You need 

to hear from those who are wise. You need to listen to those who are more experienced. You need to follow the 

examples of those who have gone before you in the faith. Don’t live as if you were a full glass that nothing more can be 

poured into. Live with a humble and open and listening heart to those that I have placed in authority over you. Let others 

speak into your life so that you can hear all that I have to say to you. Will you submit yourself to those that I have placed 

over you? Will you obey all that I am teaching you through Godly men and woman? Yes Lord, I will submit myself to those 

you have placed over me. I will obey what you are teaching me through the lives of others. That will be very good. 

 

Your leaders are keeping watch over your soul. They are helping to guard and guide your life. Their job is not easy. 

Their work is very difficult. You can encourage them. You can help spur them on. How can I encourage and spur my 

leaders on? You can either make their job a burden or a joy. How can I make their job a burden or a joy? If you obey your 

leaders their burden will be light. If you rebel against your leaders their burden will be heavy. If you put into practice 

what you are being taught their work will be a joy. If you do not put into practice what you are being taught their work 

will be a burden. Your leaders will rejoice when they see fruit for my kingdom being born in your life. Your leaders will 

be discouraged if they do not see any fruit for my kingdom being born in your life. Will you listen and put into practice 

what you are being taught? Yes Lord, I will obey all that you are teaching me through my leaders. That will be very good. 

 

A day will come when your leaders will give account for how they have watched over your soul. Do you want them to 

succeed? Do you want your leaders to be able to give a good report about how their work has born fruit in your life? 

Yes, I want them to be abundantly successful. That will mean that I have born an abundance of fruit for your kingdom. That will 

mean that they and I have both served you well. That is what I want. That is what I will do both as a follower and as a leader. Help 

me to also be able to give a good account to you. Help my leaders to watch over my soul. Help me to watch over those you have 

placed in my care. Yes, I will. 

 

 
Lord, thank you for the leaders that you have placed over me. They have helped guard and guide the course of my life. I will obey and 

submit myself to the leaders that you have given to me. I will work to help make it joyful for them to watch over my soul. Amen 
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  So That                  Let Them Do This With Joy 

 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy 
and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.  
 

ESV                                                 Hebrews 13:17 
 

 

 
  So That                     Their Work Will Be A Joy 

 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. 
They keep watch over you as men who must give 
an account. Obey them so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.  
 

NIV                                                   Hebrews 13:17 
 
  
     

  So That                    Let Them Do So With Joy 
 

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, 
for they watch out for your souls, as those who 
must give account. Let them do so with joy and not 
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.  
 

NKJV                                               Hebrews 13:17 
 

  

 
  So That  Give Them Reason To Do This With Joy 

 

Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this 
with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly 
not be for your benefit.  
 

NLT                                                   Hebrews 13:17 
 

     
 

  So That   Contribute To The Joy Of Their Leadership 
 

Be responsive to your pastoral leaders. Listen to 
their counsel. They are alert to the condition of 
your lives and work under the strict supervision of 
God. Contribute to the joy of their leadership, not 
its drudgery. Why would you want to make things 
harder for them?  
 

MSG                                                Hebrews 13:17 
 

 

 
  So That                  Let Them Do This With Joy 

 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls and will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
sighing—for that would be harmful to you.  
 

NRSV                                               Hebrews 13:17 
 

  
  So That   Give Them Reason To Report Joyfully 

 

Obey your spiritual leaders and be willing to do 
what they say. For their work is to watch over your 
souls, and God will judge them on how well they 
do this. Give them reason to report joyfully about 
you to the Lord and not with sorrow, for then you 
will suffer for it too.  
 

TLB                                                  Hebrews 13:17 
 

    

 
  So That          Let Them Do This With Gladness 

 

Obey your spiritual leaders and submit to them [continually 
recognizing their authority over you], for they are constantly 
keeping watch over your souls and guarding your spiritual 
welfare, as men who will have to render an account [of their 
trust]. [Do your part to] let them do this with gladness and not 
with sighing and groaning, for that would not be profitable to 
you [either].  
 

AMP                                                 Hebrews 13:17 
 

  
  So That                        Do This Work With Joy 

 

Obey your leaders and act under their authority. 
They are watching over you, because they are 
responsible for your souls. Obey them so that they 
will do this work with joy, not sadness. It will not 
help you to make their work hard.  
 

NCV                                                 Hebrews 13:17 
 

    

 
  So That                  Let Them Do This With Joy 

 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 
keep watch over your souls as those who will give 
an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  
 

NASB                                               Hebrews 13:17 
 

  



Their Work Will Be A Joy             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
So That – Hebrews 13:17                                                 In Context: Read Hebrews 13 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Hebrews 13:17 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Obey | your leaders | and | submit to | their authority. | They | keep watch | over you | as men | who must | give | an account. | 
Obey them | so that | their work | will be | a joy, | not | a burden, | for that | would be | of | no advantage | to you. Hebrews 13:17 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for the leaders that you have placed over me. They have helped guard and guide the course of my life. I will obey and 
submit myself to the leaders that you have given to me. I will work to help make it joyful for them to watch over my soul. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are your leaders keeping watch over your soul? 
When have your leaders helped guard and guide your life? 
Where would you be right now if you never had any leaders to help guard and guide your life? 
How have you worked to make it a joyful experience for leaders to keep watch over your soul? 
How are you being careful to obey and submit yourself to the leaders God has placed over you? 
How are you making sure that you are not a burden for your leaders to watch over your soul? 
How have you benefited by obeying your leaders and submitting to their authority? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make it a joy for your leaders to watch over your soul by the way that you obey and submit yourself to them. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you can help make it a joy for your leaders to watch over your soul. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are obeying and submitting yourself to your leaders. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Their Work Will Be A Joy          Hebrews 13      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you obey and submit yourself to your leaders so that it will be a joy for them to watch over your soul. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will obey and submit myself to the leaders that you have placed in my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I make it a joy for my leaders to keep watch over my soul? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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