
The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 

exalted. Matthew 23:11-12 (NIV)  

Serving 
 

Have you humbled yourself? Have your set aside your privileges and expectations. Have you let go of your rights? Have 

you given up on your demands? How do you regard yourself? Have you thought of yourself as being better and more 

important than others? Have you exalted yourself and all your wants and needs and desires above anyone, above all 

else? Those are tough questions. Why is that? I cannot give myself a passing grade on any of your questions. I have been filled 

with pride. I have carried my rights, privileges, expectations and demands around with me like a set of well-worn luggage. That’s 

a heavy load to carry. Yes, it is. Worse than that, I have thought of myself as being better and more important than others. I have 

wanted all my wants and needs and desires to be met while I have barely thought of the wants and needs and desires of those 

around me. That’s not good. It is more than not good, it is pathetic. Yes, it is. 

 

What has happened to you as a result of your pride? That’s a good question. A prideful, self-centered, self-exalting, self-

indulgent life is not sustainable. A prideful life coming to a humbling crash is as predictable as gravity bringing a heavy object back 

down to earth. You have been humbled? You have been brought back down to earth? Yes, I have experienced the error of 

my ways. I have suffered for my sinful pride. I have been brought far lower than I have ever exalted myself. Are you sure? No, 

I’m not sure. That’s good. 

 

There is one thing of which I am sure. What’s that? I no longer want to live a prideful, self-centered, self-exalting, self-indulgent 

life. There is no joy in that. This is not the life that you have called me to live. No, it is not. You have given me an example to 

follow. You humbled yourself. You gave up all your rights and privileges, demands and expectations. Yes, I did. You considered 

others as better than yourself. You did not think about all your wants and needs and desires. No, I did not. You came into this 

world to give of yourself. You held nothing back. You kept nothing in reserve. You joyfully laid down your life to serve others. You 

fulfilled the purpose and plan that your Heavenly Father had for your life. Yes, I did. You never retreated from your call. You had 

no regrets for how you lived your life. No, I did not. That is what I want. I want to follow your example. I want to do what you did. I 

want to love like you loved, give like you gave and serve like you served. I will humble myself. I will listen for your call. I will humbly 

go and do all that you ask of me. I will live my serving others. That will be every good. 

     

 

 
Lord, I have been proud. I have thought of myself as being more important than others. I have put myself first. I have exalted myself and 

all my wants, needs and desires. Forgive me. Help me to follow your example. I will humble myself so I can serve others. Amen 
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  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

The greatest among you shall be your servant.  
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 

ESV                                             Matthew 23:11-12 
 

 

 
  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

The greatest among you will be your servant.  
For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 

NIV                                              Matthew 23:11-12 
 
 
  
 
    

  Be                                             Your Servant 
 

But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted. 
 

NKJV                                           Matthew 23:11-12 
 

  

 
  Be                                                   A Servant 

 

The greatest among you must be a servant.  
But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 
 

NLT                                              Matthew 23:11-12 
 

     
 

  Be                                                  A Servant 
 

"Do you want to stand out? Then step down. Be a 
servant. If you puff yourself up, you'll get the wind 
knocked out of you. But if you're content to simply 
be yourself, your life will count for plenty. 
 

MSG                                            Matthew 23:11-12 
 

 

 
  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

The greatest among you will be your servant.  
All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all 
who humble themselves will be exalted. 
 

NRSV                                          Matthew 23:11-12 
 

  
  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

"The more lowly your service to others, the greater 
you are. To be the greatest, be a servant.  
But those who think themselves great shall be 
disappointed and humbled; and those who humble 
themselves shall be exalted. 
 

TLB                                             Matthew 23:11-12 
 

 
    

 
  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

He who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. Whoever exalts himself [with haughtiness 
and empty pride] shall be humbled (brought low), 
and whoever humbles himself [whoever has a 
modest opinion of himself and behaves 
accordingly] shall be raised to honor. 
 

AMP                                            Matthew 23:11-12 
 
  

  Be                                             Your Servant 
 

Whoever is your servant is the greatest among 
you. Whoever makes himself great will be made 
humble. Whoever makes himself humble will be 
made great. 
 

NCV                                            Matthew 23:11-12 
 

    

 
  Be                                             Your Servant 

 

"But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  
"Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and 
whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 
 

NASB                                          Matthew 23:11-12 
 

  



Your Servant                                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Be – Matthew 23:11-12                                                    In Context: Read Matthew 23 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
Matthew 23:11-12 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
The greatest | among you | will be | your servant. | For whoever | exalts himself | will be | humbled, | and | whoever | humbles himself 
| will be | exalted. Matthew 23:11-12  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have been proud. I have thought of myself as being more important than others. I have put myself first. I have exalted myself 
and all my wants, needs and desires. Forgive me. Help me to follow your example. I will humble myself so I can serve others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you been humbled because you exalted yourself before others? 
What are symptoms of pride that can be seen in your exalting yourself over others? 
Who has served as an example to you of someone who has humbled themselves and served others well? 
How is Jesus Christ serving as your example of someone who humbled himself to serve others? 
How are you now following Christ’s example by humbling yourself so that you can serve others? 
What joy has been yours because you have humbled yourself to serve others? 
What reward will there one day be for your humbling yourself to serve others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Follow Christ’s example by humbling yourself to serve others, knowing that one day He will exalt you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will be exalted because you humbled yourself in service to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are humbling yourself to serve others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your Servant           Matthew 23               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you humble yourself to serve others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will humble myself so I can serve others. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I humble myself and serve others today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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