
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there 

before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23-24 (ESV) 
 

First Move 
 

I know that you want me to be reconciled to others. I know that you don’t want me to hold on to grudges and carry resentment. I 

know that you want me to forgive others just as you have forgiven me. You want me to love others just like you have loved me. I 

get all of this. I understand what you are asking of me. I know how you want me to live. I know what is expected of me if I want to 

live as one of your witness in the world. So far you are on the right track. But, a question is coming. You have something 

you would like to discuss. There has been reluctance on your part to do something that I have also asked of you. Let me 

hear your question. Let’s have our discussion. 

 

Why do I need to go to someone that is holding something against me? Aren’t they wrongly holding a grudge or carrying 

resentment? Aren’t they failing to forgive me just as you forgave them? Aren’t they failing to love others just like you loved them? 

Why do I need to fix their problem? You are their problem. But, you are right, they do need to let go of grudges and 

resentments. They do need to love and forgive just like they have been loved and forgiven. You can be sure, that It will 

not be your job to set them straight on these matters. That is not the reason that you must go to be reconciled to those 

who have something against you. When someone has something against you don’t assume that you are faultless. Don’t 

simply think that another person has a problem, that is theirs alone, that they need to get over. I will say it again, you are 

their problem. That is why you need to go and be reconciled to them. You need to humble yourself and ask what you 

have done to offend another person. This may be a revelation to you. You might discover a flaw in your behavior. You 

may discover something that you have said or done that is offensive. You may have an opportunity to confess your sin 

and ask for forgiveness. You may have an opportunity to live in a restored relationship. You may have an opportunity to 

shine brightly as my witness in the world. You may have an opportunity to bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to 

my name. Will you go and be reconciled to anyone who has something against you? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very 

good. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I have been resistant to the idea of going to be reconciled to someone who has something against me. I have wrongly thought they 

should make the first move if they have a problem with me. Forgive me. Help me, to make the first move and go to them. Amen 
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  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. 
 

ESV                                               Matthew 5:23-24 
 

 

 
  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your gift. 
 

NIV                                                Matthew 5:23-24 
 
 

    
  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, 
and go your way. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
 

NKJV                                             Matthew 5:23-24 
 

  

 
  Be                                                 Reconciled 

 

“So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in 
the Temple and you suddenly remember that 
someone has something against you, leave your 
sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to 
that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to 
God. 
 

NLT                                                Matthew 5:23-24 
 

     
 

  Be                                      Make Things Right 
 

"This is how I want you to conduct yourself in 
these matters. If you enter your place of worship 
and, about to make an offering, you suddenly 
remember a grudge a friend has against you,  
abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to 
this friend and make things right. Then and only 
then, come back and work things out with God. 
 

   MSG                                             Matthew 5:23-24 
 

 

 
  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother 
or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 
 

NRSV                                            Matthew 5:23-24 
 

  
  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

"So if you are standing before the altar in the 
Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and suddenly 
remember that a friend has something against you,  
leave your sacrifice there beside the altar and go 
and apologize and be reconciled to him, and then 
come and offer your sacrifice to God. 
 

TLB                                               Matthew 5:23-24 
 
 

     

 
  Be                                              Make Peace 

 

So if when you are offering your gift at the altar 
you there remember that your brother has any 
[grievance] against you, Leave your gift at the altar 
and go. First make peace with your brother, and 
then come back and present your gift. 
 

AMP                                              Matthew 5:23-24 
 

  
  Be                                              Make Peace 

 

“So when you offer your gift to God at the altar, 
and you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there at the 
altar. Go and make peace with that person, and 
then come and offer your gift. 
 

NCV                                              Matthew 5:23-24 
 

    

 
  Be                                                Reconciled 

 

"Therefore if you are presenting your offering at 
the altar, and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your offering 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and present your 
offering. 
 

NASB                                            Matthew 5:23-24 
 

  



Reconciled                                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Be – Matthew 5:23-24                                                        In Context: Read Matthew 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23-24 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
So | if | you are | offering | your gift | at | the altar | and | there | remember that | your brother | has something | against you, | leave 
| your gift | there | before | the altar | and | go. | First | be reconciled | to | your brother, | and | then come | and | offer | your gift. 
Matthew 5:23-24 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have been resistant to the idea of going to be reconciled to someone who has something against me. I have wrongly thought 
they should make the first move if they have a problem with me. Forgive me. Help me, to make the first move and go to them. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you been resistant to the idea of going to be reconciled with another person? 
What are reasons why you have been resistant to going to be reconciled to another person? 
Why is it your calling as a Christ follower to go to be reconciled to anyone who has something against you? 
How are you being a witness for Jesus Christ when you go to be reconciled to anyone who has something against you? 
Why is going to be reconciled to others a counter cultural activity in the world? 
When has a relationship been restored because you went to be reconciled to someone? 
How has your life born fruit for the kingdom of God because you went to be reconciled with others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Go and be reconciled with anyone who has something against you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will be with you as you go to be reconciled with another person. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when you have gone to be reconciled with another person. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reconciled            Matthew 5                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you go and be reconciled to anyone who has something against you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will go and be reconciled to everyone who has something against me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, who do I need to go to so that I can be reconciled with them? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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