
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 

them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.  Isaiah 42:16 (NIV)  
 

Unfamiliar Paths 

 
I’m not a fan of unfamiliar paths. I have never wanted to blindly enter a situation. I would like to know where I am going. I would like to know 

what I should be doing. I don’t like uncertainty. You know that I have wanted you to give me a roadmap with each step of my way marked out 

for me. Yes, I am aware of what you have wanted from me. Do you think I will ever give you a roadmap with every step of your 

marked out for you? No, I don’t think that you will ever give me a roadmap marking out every step of my way. Why is that? I have never 

heard or seen of you doing that for anyone. That’s right. Why won’t I ever give you a step by step roadmap to follow? I’m not sure. If I 

gave you a step by step road map would you follow me or the roadmap? That’s a very good question. We both know that if I had a 

roadmap through life I would follow that roadmap. That’s right. It is not my plan for you to follow a roadmap. It is my plan for you to 

follow me. I want you to live in a vital and intimate relationship with me. Is that what you want? Yes Lord, I want to live a vital and 

intimate relationship with you. That’s very good. 

 

What can you be certain of as you follow me? I can be certain that you will lead me by ways that I have not gone before. You will guide me 

on unfamiliar paths. You will lead me through rough places that I probably would not have chosen for myself. That sounds like a dramatic 

understatement. Yes, it is, I have wanted to walk on well-marked and familiar paths. I have not wanted to travel through difficulty. You have 

wanted a smooth path that is well lit and easy to follow. Yes, that’s right. Let’s talk about that. Why do you think I will lead you on 

unfamiliar and difficult paths? You want me to come to rely on you. You want my faith in you to grow. You want to do in and through me 

what I could have never done by myself. Those are very good answers. What kind of path has caused you to rely on me? When has your 

faith in me grown stronger? When have you know with the greatest certainty that I was working in and through your life? All your 

questions have one answer. You have worked powerfully in and through my life when you have led me on a difficult path. That’s right. What 

else can you also be certain of as you follow me? You will always be with me. You will never forsake me. You will shed light on my path. 

You will smooth out the rough spots that are ahead of me as I love, follow and serve you. That’s right. I will lead you through life as you 

follow me every step of your way. 

 

 

Lord, I will hold on to your hand through dark places along unfamiliar paths to unknown places. I know you will give me light to 

guide my way and smooth out the rough spots ahead of me. I will trust in you every step of my way as I follow you. Amen 
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  Guidance                               Lead The Blind 

 

And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not 
know, in paths that they have not known I will 
guide them. I will turn the darkness before them 
into light, the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, and I do not forsake 
them.  
 

ESV                                                      Isaiah 42:16 

 

 
  Guidance                               Lead The Blind 

 

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn 
the darkness into light before them and make the 
rough places smooth. These are the things I will 
do; I will not forsake them.  
 

NIV                                                       Isaiah 42:16 
 
 
 
 
    

  Guidance                               Bring The Blind 
 

I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I 
will lead them in paths they have not known. I will 
make darkness light before them, And crooked 
places straight. These things I will do for them, 
And not forsake them.  
 

NKJV                                                    Isaiah 42:16 
 

  

 
  Guidance                                      Lead Blind 

 

I will lead blind Israel down a new path, guiding 
them along an unfamiliar way. I will brighten the 
darkness before them and smooth out the road 
ahead of them. Yes, I will indeed do these things; I 
will not forsake them.  
 

NLT                                                        Isaiah 42:16 
 

     
 

  Guidance                              Take The Hand 
 

But I'll take the hand of those who don't know the 
way, who can't see where they're going. I'll be a 
personal guide to them, directing them through 
unknown country. I'll be right there to show them 
what roads to take, make sure they don't fall into 
the ditch. These are the things I'll be doing for 
them— sticking with them, not leaving them for a 
minute."  
MSG                                                     Isaiah 42:16 
 

 
  Guidance                               Lead The Blind 

 

I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by 
paths they have not known I will guide them. I will 
turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 
places into level ground. These are the things I will 
do, and I will not forsake them.  
 

NRSV                                                   Isaiah 42:16 

  
  Guidance                                     Bring Blind 

 

He will bring blind Israel along a path they have 
not seen before. He will make the darkness bright 
before them and smooth and straighten out the 
road ahead. He will not forsake them.  
 

TLB                                                       Isaiah 42:16 
 

    

 
Guidance                              Bring The Blind 
 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they know 
not; I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known. I will make darkness into light before them 
and make uneven places into a plain. These things 
I have determined to do [for them]; and I will not 
leave them forsaken.  
 

AMP                                             Isaiah 42:16 

  
Guidance                               Lead The Blind 

 

Then I will lead the blind along a way they never 
knew; I will guide them along paths they have not 
known. I will make the darkness become light for 
them, and the rough ground smooth. These are 
the things I will do; I will not leave my people.  
 

NCV                                                      Isaiah 42:16 
 

    

 
Guidance                               Lead The Blind 
 

"I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In 
paths they do not know I will guide them. I will 
make darkness into light before them And rugged 
places into plains. These are the things I will do, 
And I will not leave them undone."  
 

NASB                                                   Isaiah 42:16 

  



Lead The Blind                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Guidance – Isaiah 42:16                                                    In Context: Read Isaiah 42 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 
them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. Isaiah 42:16 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
I will | lead the blind | by ways | they have | not known, | along unfamiliar paths | I will guide them; | I will turn | the darkness | into 
light | before them | and | make the rough | places smooth. | These are the things | I will do;  | I will not | forsake them.  
Isaiah 42:16 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will hold on to your hand through dark places along unfamiliar paths to unknown places. I know you will give me light 
to guide my way and smooth out the rough spots ahead of me. I will trust in you every step of my way as I follow you. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you like a blind person in regard to your future road ahead in life? 
Why doesn’t the Lord give you a road map for all the dark, unfamiliar and unknown places you will walk in life? 
What have you had to do when you have walked on a dark and unfamiliar, unknown path in life? 
How have you held on to the Lord and allowed Him to take your hand to lead you through difficulties in life? 
What are some dark, unfamiliar and unknown paths that the Lord has helped you to walk through? 
How has the Lord given you light when you felt like you were walking in the middle of darkness? 
How has your trust in the Lord grown as you have held on to Him through darkness and difficulty? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to lead you by the hand along unfamiliar paths to unknown places, giving you light along the way. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will give you light in darkness and guide you along unfamiliar paths and to unknown places. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has given you light and smoothed out your path through life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lead The Blind            Isaiah 42           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to lead you on unfamiliar by ways that you have not known. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will hold on to you as you lead me on unfamiliar paths by ways that I have not known. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, on what unfamiliar paths and unknown ways do you want to lead me today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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