
To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:3 (NIV) 
 

Right And Just 
 

It is not a huge sacrifice for me to do what is right and just and pleasing to you. If it were a huge sacrifice for me to do what is right 

and just and pleasing to you I don’t think that you would be pleased. Why is that? If it were a huge sacrifice for me to do what is 

right and just and pleasing to you my heart would not be in the right place. That’s true. My love for you should be what motivates 

my desire to do what is right and just and pleasing to you. It would be possible for someone to try to sacrificially do what is right 

and just and pleasing to you out of some sense of moral obligation. This very same person may not really love you at all. You 

would find no joy and pleasure in that. I can’t perfectly do what is right and just and pleasing to you. We both know that. That’s 

true. There would be no joy for you or me if I tried harder to do what was pleasing to you. Trying harder without loving you is a sin. 

Trying to do my every best to please you is no indication of my love for you. No, it is not. 

 

I love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. I want to do what is right and just and pleasing to you. I am most at 

peace and filled with joy when I know that I am do what is right and just and pleasing to you. Am I perfect in do what is pleasing to 

you? No, I am not. I am very far from perfect in doing what is pleasing to you. Am I determined to try harder and do better? No, not 

really. Trying harder and determining to do better seems like a prideful sin to me. When I have not done what is pleasing to you I 

am sorry that I have not loved you fully and completely. Instead of trying harder, I will draw nearer to you. I will ask you to fan the 

flames of my love for you. I will ask you to keep on changing my heart and transforming my mind. I know that as I am in your 

presence you will continue to mold and shape my life. You will make me to be more like you. Your love for me and my love for you 

will guide all my thoughts and words and deeds. My love for you will help me to do what I want to do, which is to do what is 

pleasing to you. To love you more and more is what I want and is my prayer. I know that you will draw me in. I know that you will 

draw me deep. Your love for me and my love for you will be a fire that makes me want to please you. That is very good. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I have not done what I knew was right thing to do. Sometimes, I have chosen the easy and wrong thing to do. Forgive 

me. I ask for wisdom to know and strength to do what is right and just and pleasing in your sight.  Amen 
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  Wisdom                                   What Is Right 

 

To do righteousness and justice is more 
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.  
 

ESV                                                   Proverbs 21:3 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                                   What Is Right 

 

To do what is right and just is more acceptable to 
the LORD than sacrifice.  
 

NIV                                                    Proverbs 21:3 
 
 
  
 

    
  Wisdom                             Do Righteousness 

 

To do righteousness and justice Is more 
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.  
 

NKJV                                                 Proverbs 21:3 

 

  

 
  Wisdom                                   What Is Right 

 

The LORD is more pleased when we do what is 
right and just than when we offer him sacrifices.  
 

NLT                                                   Proverbs 21:3 
 

     
 

  Wisdom                     Clean Living Before God 
 

Clean living before God and justice with our 
neighbors mean far more to GOD than religious 
performance.  
 

MSG                                                  Proverbs 21:3 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                             Do Righteousness 

 

To do righteousness and justice is more 
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.  
 

NRSV                                                Proverbs 21:3 
 

  
  Wisdom                         We Are Just And Fair 

 

God is more pleased when we are just and fair 
than when we give him gifts.  
 

TLB                                                    Proverbs 21:3 
 

 

    

 
  Wisdom                             Do Righteousness 

 

To do righteousness and justice is more 
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.  
 

AMP                                                   Proverbs 21:3 
 

  
  Wisdom                                   What Is Right 

 

Doing what is right and fair is more important to 
the LORD than sacrifices.  
 

NCV                                                   Proverbs 21:3 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                             Do Righteousness 

 

To do righteousness and justice Is desired by the 
LORD more than sacrifice.  
 

NASB                                                 Proverbs 21:3 
 

  



What Is Right                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Wisdom – Proverbs 21:3                                                 In Context: Read Proverbs 21 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:3 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
To do | what is right | and just | is more | acceptable | to the LORD | than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:3 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not done what I knew was right thing to do. Sometimes, I have chosen the easy and wrong thing to do. 
Forgive me. I ask for wisdom to know and strength to do what is right and just and pleasing in your sight.  Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you know what is the right thing to do and failed to go ahead and do it? 
What has sometimes prevented you from doing what you knew was the right thing to do? 
When have you regretted taking the wrong and easy way instead of the hard and right way of doing things? 
Why has doing the wrong thing in the first place ended up costing you more than doing the right thing? 
When have you felt relief in doing the right but very difficult thing over the easy but wrong thing to do? 
How has doing the right thing over the wrong thing ended up blessing your life in the end? 
How does your desire to please the Lord help you to consistently do what is right and just? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to give you wisdom to know and strength to do what is right and just and pleasing in His sight. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to know and do what is right and just and pleasing to Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when you have chosen the difficult but right and just thing to do. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What Is Right           Proverbs 21               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you do what is right and just and pleasing to the Lord. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will do what is right and just and pleasing to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I do what is right and just and pleasing to you today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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