
Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. "The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be 

added to your life. Proverbs 9:9-11 (NIV)  
 

Becoming Wise 
 

Do you want to grow in wisdom? Do you want to grow in your knowledge and understanding? Do you want to live a long 

life with many good days? Yes, I want to grow in my wisdom, knowledge and understanding. Yes of course I want to live a long 

life with many good days. How is all this possible? Where do I begin? Is there a starting point? What is step number one? Yes, 

there is a place to begin. There is a starting point. There is a first step to take. You have my full attention. I am ready and 

willing to listen to you. If you are ready to listen to me then you are already at the starting point and have taken your first 

step. I’m not sure what you mean. If you want to grow in wisdom, knowledge and understanding you must be teachable. 

You must listen to my words. If you are truly listening to me that means that you have humbled yourself before me. You 

are not filled with your own pride. You have come to me in humble and reverent awe. You have acknowledged me as 

your God and Father. I am the Savior and Lord of your life. You are my child. You have been adopted into my family. It is 

your joy to listen to me. It is your plan to walk with me. You want to live your life with and for me. It is your passion to 

follow and serve me. Your attitude toward me is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge and understanding. Not only 

have you taken your fist step with me but you are now walking in all that I want you to receive. You want to be wise. You 

want to grow in knowledge and understanding. You want to live the life that I have called you to live. Yes, I do. I want to 

walk with you. I want to live for you. I want to receive all that you have for me. That is very good. I want all these things for you 

as well. 

 

As you continue to walk with me and listen to all that I have to say to you, I will teach you. Day by day you will grow in 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding. You will live the life that I have called you to live. My word will guard and protect 

you. My word will make you able to live a long life with many good days. You will go where I send you and do what I ask 

of you. Not only will you receive wisdom, knowledge and understanding for your own life; I will use you to teach others 

as well. My thoughts will be on your heart. My words will in your mouth. You will teach the wise grow wiser. You will help 

the righteous to add to their learning. I will use you for my kingdom. You will bring glory to my name. 

 

 

 
Lord, in the past I had a proud and unteachable heart. I was unwilling to receive instruction, wisdom, and knowledge. I did not live in awe 

and humble reverence before you. Now, I want to know you and walk in your ways. I want to live the life you have for me. Amen 
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  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still 
wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase 
in learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight. For by me your days will be multiplied, and 
years will be added to your life. 
 

ESV                                                Proverbs 9:9-11 

 

 
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach 
a righteous man and he will add to his learning.  
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.  
For through me your days will be many, and years 
will be added to your life. 
 

NIV                                                 Proverbs 9:9-11 
 
 
  
 

    
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still 
wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in 
learning. "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. For by me your days will be 
multiplied, And years of life will be added to you. 
 

NKJV                                              Proverbs 9:9-11 

  

 
  Be                                                        Wiser 

 

Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. 
Teach the righteous, and they will learn even more.  
Fear of the LORD is the foundation of wisdom. 
Knowledge of the Holy One results in good 
judgment. Wisdom will multiply your days and add 
years to your life. 
 

NLT                                                 Proverbs 9:9-11 

     
 

  Be                                                       Wiser 
 

Save your breath for the wise—they'll be wiser for 
it; tell good people what you know—they'll profit 
from it. Skilled living gets its start in the Fear-of-
GOD, insight into life from knowing a Holy God.  
It's through me, Lady Wisdom, that your life 
deepens, and the years of your life ripen. 
 

MSG                                               Proverbs 9:9-11 

 

 
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Give instruction to the wise, and they will become 
wiser still; teach the righteous and they will gain in 
learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight. For by me your days will be multiplied, and 
years will be added to your life. 
 

NRSV                                             Proverbs 9:9-11 

  
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Teach a wise man, and he will be the wiser; teach 
a good man, and he will learn more. For the 
reverence and fear of God are basic to all wisdom. 
Knowing God results in every other kind of 
understanding. "I, Wisdom, will make the hours of 
your day more profitable and the years of your life 
more fruitful." Wisdom is its own reward, and if you 
scorn her, you hurt only yourself. 
 

TLB                                                 Proverbs 9:9-11 
     

 
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Give instruction to a wise man and he will be yet wiser; 
teach a righteous man (one upright and in right standing 
with God) and he will increase in learning. The reverent 
and worshipful fear of the Lord is the beginning (the 
chief and choice part) of Wisdom, and the knowledge of 
the Holy One is insight and understanding. For by me 
[Wisdom from God] your days shall be multiplied, and 
the years of your life shall be increased. 
 

AMP                                               Proverbs 9:9-11 
  

  Be                                                       Wiser 
 

Teach the wise, and they will become even wiser; 
teach good people, and they will learn even more.  
“Wisdom begins with respect for the LORD, and 
understanding begins with knowing the Holy One.  
If you live wisely, you will live a long time; wisdom 
will add years to your life. 
 

NCV                                                Proverbs 9:9-11 

    

 
  Be                                                       Wiser 

 

Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still 
wiser, Teach a righteous man and he will increase 
his learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. For by me your days will be 
multiplied, And years of life will be added to you.  
 

NASB                                             Proverbs 9:9-11 

  



Wiser                                                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Be – Proverbs 9:9-11                                                        In Context: Read Proverbs 9 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. "The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be 
added to your life. Proverbs 9:9-11 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Instruct | a wise man | and | he will | be wiser still; | teach | a righteous man | and | he will | add to | his learning. | "The fear | of the 
| LORD | is | the beginning | of wisdom, | and | knowledge | of the | Holy One | is understanding. | For | through me | your days | will 
| be many, | and years | will be | added to | your life. Proverbs 9:9-11 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, in the past I had a proud and unteachable heart. I was unwilling to receive instruction, wisdom, and knowledge. I did not live in 
awe and humble reverence before you. Now, I want to know you and walk in your ways. I want to live the life you have for me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has receiving instruction from someone made you wiser? 
How are you making sure that you have a teachable heart that is willing to receive instruction? 
How has receiving instruction from the Lord become a priority in your life? 
When has the Lord used you to instruct and teach another person so they could grow wiser? 
Why is living in awe and humble reverence before God the starting point where wisdom begins? 
How have you grown in understanding as you have come to know God? 
How has wisdom protected your life so that you can live a longer life with good days? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make receiving instruction from the Lord the priority of your life so you can grow in wisdom and knowledge. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will grow in wisdom and knowledge as you receive instruction from the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are receiving instruction from the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wiser     Proverbs 9                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you receive instruction from the Lord so that you will grow in wisdom and knowledge. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, it is my desire to grow in wisdom and knowledge as I receive instruction from you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I receive instruction, wisdom and knowledge from you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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