
 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would 

not be a servant of Christ. Galatians 1:10 (NIV) 

 
Approval 

 
Who are you trying to please? Whose approval are you trying to win? Don’t give me a quick answer. Don’t tell me what 

you think I want to hear. Make sure that you are being truthful with yourself. Make sure that you are being truthful with 

me. I can give you a quick answer. I am certain that I know the truthful answers to your questions. I am certain that my answer is 

not what I think you want to hear. Go ahead then, what is your answer? I have been living to please others. I have been trying 

to win the approval of mankind. I have been consumed with wondering what others might think or say about me. How has that 

worked out for you? Living to try to please others is an impossible task. There isn’t enough time in the day to do what everyone 

might want to ask of me. Living to try to please others is a foolish and futile course. Why is that? Trying to please others has 

pulled me in a thousand different directions. I have gone here, there and everywhere trying to do what I thought might please 

others. Living to please others is certainly a way to waste time and misspend a life How so? When I look back over my endless 

urgent and unimportant “to do lists” in life, one thing is certain. What’s that? My “to do lists” did not come from you. My “to do 

lists” were authored by my desire to live to please others. At the end of my life, if I were to have completed every one of my people 

pleasing, “to do lists”, I would have accomplished nothing. My life would have amounted to nothing. Others would give me no 

thanks and I would not have lived a life that was pleasing to you. That’s true. 

 

What do you want? What changes do you want to make? I want to know and do your will. I want to live in an intimate 

relationship with you. I want to hear your voice. I want to live and walk with you. I want you to guide and direct my life. I want to go 

where you guide me to do what you ask of me. I want to live my life to please you. It will be my joy to live my life with and for you. I 

want to serve you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. Why is that? I love you. That is very good. 
 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I know that I have lived to please others. I have been overly concerned about what others might think or say about me. Now, I want 

to live differently. I want to live my life in ways that please you. I want to know and do your will so that I can serve you. Amen 
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  Character                            Approval Of Men 

 

For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.  
 

ESV                                                  Galatians 1:10 
 

 

 
  Character                            Approval Of Men 

 

Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still 
trying to please men, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.  
 

NIV                                                    Galatians 1:10 
 
 
 
  
 
    

  Character                                 Please Men? 
 

For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek 
to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would 
not be a bondservant of Christ.  
 

NKJV                                                Galatians 1:10 

 

  

 
  Character                          Approval Of People 

 

Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of 
people, but of God. If pleasing people were my 
goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.  
 

NLT                                                    Galatians 1:10 
 

      
 

  Character                     Get Popular Applause 
 

Do you think I speak this strongly in order to 
manipulate crowds? Or curry favor with God? Or 
get popular applause? If my goal was popularity, I 
wouldn't bother being Christ's slave.  
 

MSG                                                 Galatians 1:10 
 

 

 
  Character                            Human Approval 

 

Am I now seeking human approval, or God's 
approval? Or am I trying to please people? If I 
were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant 
of Christ.  
 

NRSV                                                Galatians 1:10 
 

  
  Character                                   Please Men 

 

You can see that I am not trying to please you by 
sweet talk and flattery; no, I am trying to please 
God. If I were still trying to please men I could not 
be Christ’s servant.  
 

TLB                                                   Galatians 1:10 
 

 

    

 
  Character                                Favor Of Men 

 

Now am I trying to win the favor of men, or of 
God? Do I seek to please men? If I were still 
seeking popularity with men, I should not be a 
bond servant of Christ (the Messiah).  
 

AMP                                                  Galatians 1:10 
 

  
  Character                               Please People 

 

Do you think I am trying to make people accept 
me? No, God is the One I am trying to please. Am 
I trying to please people? If I still wanted to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.  
 

NCV                                                  Galatians 1:10 
 

    

 
  Character                                Favor Of Men 

 

For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? 
Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying 
to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of 
Christ.  
 

NASB                                                Galatians 1:10 
 

  



Approval Of Men                       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Character – Galatians 1:10                                               In Context: Read Galatians 1  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not 
be a servant of Christ. Galatians 1:10 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Am I | now trying | to win | the approval | of men, | or of | God? | Or am I | trying to | please men? | If I | were still trying | to please 
men, | I would | not be | a servant | of Christ. Galatians 1:10 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that I have lived to please others. I have been overly concerned about what others might think or say about me. Now, I 
want to live differently. I want to live my life in ways that please you. I want to know and do your will so that I can serve you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How concerned are you about what others might think and say about you? 
When have you discovered that you were living your life mainly to try to please others? 
Why will your life never be on course if you are living to try to please others? 
Why is foolish to try to live up to what you think others might want and expect of you? 
How have you tried to know and do God’s will so that you can serve and please Him? 
How confident are you that God knows you and has good purposes and plans for your life? 
Why is it a worthy endeavor to live your life in ways that are pleasing to God? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make sure that you are living to know and do God’s will so you can please Him rather than mankind. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that it will be far better to know and do God’s will so you can please Him rather than mankind. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are living to know and do God’s will so you can please Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Approval Of Men           Galatians 1       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you live to know and do God’s will so you can please God rather than mankind. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will live to know and do your will so I can please you rather than mankind. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I know and do your will so I can live to please you today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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