"If you love me, you will obey what I command.
John 14:15 (NIV)

Obey Me

You do want to obey me. I can see that quite clearly. Do you know why you want to obey me? I haven’t always wanted to
obey you. There were times when obeying you was the farthest thing from my heart and mind. I was more interested in obeying
my own passions, lusts and desires. I lived solely for my own comfort and pleasure. I pursued my own thoughts and goals and
dreams. I was so full of myself that I had no room for you in my heart and mind. Even the idea of obeying you was completely
foreign to me. I didn’t think that I wanted or needed you in my life. I was completely self-reliant and self-sufficient. I felt so sure that
I had all that I would ever want and need. What happened? I was wrong. The self-centered and sinful life that I was living can
only end in brokenness. It didn’t take long for me to become bruised and battered and broken by the life I was living. Soon
enough, I cried out to you for help. I asked you to rescue me from the life I was living. I turned myself over to you. I asked you to
come into my life. I asked you to forgive my sin and cleanse me of all my unrighteousness. I said that I would follow you as my
Savior and Lord. Yes, you did. You rescued me from a life without you. Yes, I did.

You still haven’t fully answered my question. What’s that? Why do you want to obey me? You love me. You did not turn
away from me when I cried out to you. You did not reject me. You did not shame me. You threw your arms around me and
welcomed me into your family. You made me to be your child. You forgave me of all my sin. You cleansed me of all my
unrighteousness. You healed my bruised, battered and broken life. You filled me with your Spirit and set me on the path of life
following you as my Savior and Lord. Yes, I did. Now, I love you because you first love me. Day by day I am living in your love.
Moment by moment my love for you grows stronger. My heart and mind are captivated of thoughts and filled with desires to do
what pleases you. It is no inconvenience or burden for me to obey you. I want what you want. I take pleasure and have great joy in
doing your will. In every way I want to become like you. I want to know you. I want to walk in your ways. I want to love you just as
you have loved me. That is the desire of my heart and mind and soul. I want nothing else. I want nothing less. You have
answered me well.

Lord, I do love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. My heart and mind are captivated by thoughts of doing what
pleases you. It is my joy and pleasure to do whatever you desire. I will go where you guide me to do all that you ask of me. Amen
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In Context: Read John 14

Begin With Prayer:

Here I am Lord.

Meditating On God’s Word:

I Am Listening.

(What is God speaking to your heart?)

"If you love me, you will obey what I command. John 14:15

Considering The Words:

(What words speak to your heart?)

"If you | love me, | you will | obey | what | I | command. John 14:15

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Praying The Scripture:

(What prayer from your heart will you write?)

Lord, I do love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. My heart and mind are captivated by thoughts of doing what
pleases you. It is my joy and pleasure to do whatever you desire. I will go where you guide me to do all that you ask of me. Amen

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
What It Means:

(What questions speak to your heart?)

(Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)

Why is it so hard to obey someone when you really don't have any desire to obey them?
When have you gone out of your way to do what pleases someone because you love them?
When has your mind been occupied by thoughts of how to please someone that you love?
Why is it not an inconvenience or burden at all to do what pleases someone that you love?
How have you come to love the Lord as you have followed Him as your Savior and Lord?
How is your love for the Lord captivating your thoughts and motivating your desire to obey Him?
What joy do you have in showing your love to the Lord by obeying Him?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Living It Out:

(What action step is God guiding your heart to take?)

Allow your love for the Lord to captivate your thoughts and motivate your desire to obey Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Seeing It Happen:

(What are you trusting God for in your heart?)

Have faith that your love for the Lord will captivate your thoughts and motivate your desire to obey Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Get Ready To Share:

(What can you share with others from your heart?)

Share with another person or your small group how your love for the Lord is motivating your desire to obey Him.

_______________________________________________________________________
Close With Prayer:
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…
Adoration…
Thanksgiving…
Confession...
Intercession...
Petition…

Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Journal
As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
What Prayers Are You Praying Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Of Blessing

(What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?)

May your love for the Lord always motivate your desire to obey Him.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayer To Carry

(What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?)

Lord, I love you and will obey you as I follow and serve you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Want To Remember About Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Question To Ask God

(What Would You Like To Ask God?)

Lord, how will my love for you guide my thoughts and words and deeds today as I follow and obey you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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