
He said to them, "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? For whatever is 

hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, 

let him hear." "Consider carefully what you hear," he continued. "With the measure you use, it will be measured to you--and even 

more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him." Mark 4:21-25 (NIV) 

 
Hearing 

 
Do you have ears that are hearing? Don't be quick to answer that question. I know that you have ears. I also know that 

your ears are in working order. The question is, “ Are you really hearing all that I want you to hear?” I would guess that I 

am not hearing all you want to say to me. I am pretty sure that I am not hearing and receiving and learning all you want to teach 

me. That is a very good guess. Why do you think that is true? There are plenty of times that I have heard what you wanted 

me to hear and then a short time later I have forgotten what you said to me. Did my words really go in one of your ears and 

out the other? Yes, they did.  Those words did not stay in you long enough to change your heart or transform your mind. 

No, they did not. Did you really learn anything from me then? No, I did not. That’s not good. That’s not what you and I both 

want is it? No, it isn’t, I want your words to change my heart and transform my mind. 

 

What is the source of the problem? Why are my words sometime going in one of your ears and out the other? Do you 

think I know the answer to that question? I know that you know the answer to that question. I think that I am failing to carefully 

consider your words. What does that mean to you? I’m not meditating on your word. I’m not letting your word sink deeply into 

my heart and mind. I not taking enough time or making a full enough effort to grab hold of your word. Maybe, it's the other way 

around. Maybe, I’m not taking enough time or making a full enough effort to let your word grab ahold of me. I’m racing right by 

your word. I’m lightly considering it. What would help you to more full consider my word? I think two things would help me to 

more fully consider your word. Tell me your thoughts. I need to carefully consider how to put your word into practice. That would 

help me to better hear all that you are saying to me. Yes, it would. What else? I also need to consider how I can share with 

others all that you have been teaching me from your word. You don't want me to hide or keep quiet about what you have been 

teaching me. No, I do not. I can shine brightly like a light in the world as I share your word with others. Yes, you can. Putting your 

word into practice and sharing it with others will make me able to carefully consider your word. Yes, it will. 

 

 

 

 

Lord, I will take time and make a full effort to carefully consider all that you want to say to me from your word. I will be a light in the 

world and richly and boldly share with others all I have heard and received and learned from you. Amen 
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  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a 
basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is 
hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret 
except to come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still 
more will be added to you. For to the one who has, more will be 
given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away.”  
 

ESV                                                    Mark 4:21-25 
  

 
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

He said to them, "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl 
or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? For whatever is 
hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is 
meant to be brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to 
hear, let him hear." "Consider carefully what you hear," he 
continued. "With the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you--and even more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him."  
 

NIV                                                      Mark 4:21-25 
 
 
  
 

    
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under a 
basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? For 
there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has 
anything been kept secret but that it should come to light. If 
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." Then He said to them, 
"Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it 
will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be 
given. For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him."  
 

NKJV                                                  Mark 4:21-25 

   

 
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

Then Jesus asked them, “Would anyone light a lamp and then put it 
under a basket or under a bed? Of course not! A lamp is placed on a 
stand, where its light will shine. For everything that is hidden will 
eventually be brought into the open, and every secret will be brought 
to light. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
Then he added, “Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer 
you listen, the more understanding you will be given—and you will 
receive even more. To those who listen to my teaching, more 
understanding will be given. But for those who are not listening, even 
what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.”  
 

NLT                                                     Mark 4:21-25 
 
     

 
  If                                            Really Listening 

 

Jesus went on: "Does anyone bring a lamp home and put it 
under a washtub or beneath the bed? Don't you put it up on a 
table or on the mantel? We're not keeping secrets, we're telling 
them; we're not hiding things, we're bringing them out into the 
open. "Are you listening to this? Really listening? "Listen 
carefully to what I am saying—and be wary of the shrewd 
advice that tells you how to get ahead in the world on your own. 
Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity. 
Stinginess impoverishes."  
 

MSG                                                   Mark 4:21-25 
  

 
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

He said to them, "Is a lamp brought in to be put under the 
bushel basket, or under the bed, and not on the lampstand? For 
there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed; nor is anything 
secret, except to come to light. Let anyone with ears to hear 
listen!" And he said to them, "Pay attention to what you hear; 
the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still 
more will be given you. For to those who have, more will be 
given; and from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away."  
 

NRSV                                                  Mark 4:21-25 
 
  

  If                                         Have Ears, Listen! 
 

Then he asked them, "When someone lights a lamp, does he 
put a box over it to shut out the light? Of course not! The light 
couldn’t be seen or used. A lamp is placed on a stand to shine 
and be useful. "All that is now hidden will someday come to 
light. If you have ears, listen! And be sure to put into practice 
what you hear. The more you do this, the more you will 
understand what I tell you. To him who has shall be given; from 
him who has not shall be taken away even what he has.  
 

TLB                                                     Mark 4:21-25 
 

     

 
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

And He said to them, Is the lamp brought in to be put under a peck 
measure or under a bed, and not [to be put] on the lampstand? [Things 
are hidden temporarily only as a means to revelation.] For there is 
nothing hidden except to be revealed, nor is anything [temporarily] kept 
secret except in order that it may be made known. If any man has ears to 
hear, let him be listening and let him perceive and comprehend. And He 
said to them, Be careful what you are hearing. The measure [of thought 
and study] you give [to the truth you hear] will be the measure [of virtue 
and knowledge] that comes back to you—and more [besides] will be 
given to you who hear. For to him who has will more be given; and from 
him who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away [by force],  
 

AMP                                                    Mark 4:21-25 
   

  If                              Who Can Hear Me, Listen! 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do you hide a lamp under a bowl or 
under a bed? No! You put the lamp on a lampstand. Everything 
that is hidden will be made clear and every secret thing will be 
made known. You people who can hear me, listen! “Think 
carefully about what you hear. The way you give to others is the 
way God will give to you, but God will give you even more. 
Those who have understanding will be given more. But those 
who do not have understanding, even what they have will be 
taken away from them.“  
 

NCV                                                    Mark 4:21-25 
     

 
  If                                               Ears To Hear 

 

And He was saying to them, "A lamp is not brought to be put under 
a basket, is it, or under a bed? Is it not brought to be put on the 
lampstand? "For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has 
anything been secret, but that it would come to light. "If anyone has 
ears to hear, let him hear." And He was saying to them, "Take care 
what you listen to. By your standard of measure it will be measured 
to you; and more will be given you besides. "For whoever has, to 
him more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he 
has shall be taken away from him."  
 

NASB                                                  Mark 4:21-25 
 
  



Ears To Hear                                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

If – Mark 4:21-25                                                                    In Context: Read Mark 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
He said to them, "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden 
is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let him 
hear." "Consider carefully what you hear," he continued. "With the measure you use, it will be measured to you--and even more. 
Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him." Mark 4:21-25 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He said | to them, | "Do you | bring in | a lamp | to put it | under a bowl | or | a bed? | Instead, | don't you | put it | on | its stand? | 
For whatever | is hidden | is meant | to be | disclosed, | and | whatever | is concealed | is meant | to be | brought out | into | the 
open. | If anyone | has ears | to hear, | let him | hear." | "Consider carefully | what | you hear," | he continued. | "With | the measure 
| you use, | it will | be measured | to you |--and | even more. | Whoever has | will be | given more; | whoever | does not | have, | 
even what | he has | will be | taken | from him." Mark 4:21-25 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will take time and make a full effort to carefully consider all that you want to say to me from your word. I will be 
a light in the world and richly and boldly share with others all I have heard and received and learned from you. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you taking time and making an effort to carefully consider what you hear in God’s word? 
Why will you fail to understand God’s word if you don't carefully consider all that He is saying to you? 
What have you received from God’s word, as you have carefully considered all that He has said to you? 
Why must you not hide and keep quiet about what you have heard, received and learned from God’s word? 
How have you been able to boldly share with others the truth that you have received from God’s word? 
How have you been able to shine brightly like a light in the world by sharing God’s word with others? 
Why will you keep on receiving from the Lord as you continue to carefully consider His word and share it with others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Share with others what you have heard, received and learned from the Lord as you have carefully considered His word. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will receive from the Lord as you take time and make an effort to carefully consider His word. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are taking time to carefully consider God’s word. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Ears To Hear            Mark 4             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you take time and make an effort to carefully consider all that the Lord wants to teach you from His word.  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will carefully consider your word so I can hear all that you want to teach me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what do you want me to hear and share with others as I carefully consider your word? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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