
The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. Matthew 13:22 (NIV) 

Planting 

Do you want me to plant my word in your life? Yes, I’m sure that I do. Do you have any idea how that might happen? I’m 

not sure. Do you think that you will see and hear my word while you are doing something else? Like what? Pick any 

activity in your life, where and when have you heard or seen my word? I only hear or see your word when I take the time to 

sit down to read it. That’s my point. If you want me to plant my word in your life you must participate in the process. You 

must make time and have a place where and when you meet with me in my word. You can’t tell me that you want me to 

plant my word in your life if you’re not meeting with me in my word. I get it, that makes sense to me. 

Do you want my word to grow and flourish in your life? Yes, of course I do. How do you read my word? I’m not sure what 

you mean. Do you carefully consider my word? Do you listen attentively to my word? Do you meditate on my word day 

and night? Do you ask me how I want to apply my word to your life? You must allow my word to change your heart and 

transform your mind. I am meeting with you in your word. I am attentively listening and carefully considering your word. I do 

think about your word all the time. Your word has been changing my heart and transforming my mind. You are giving me new 

thoughts to think and a new life to live that is guided by your word. Yes, you are and yes I am. 

Do you want your life to bear and abundance of fruit for my kingdom and glory? I sure do, more than anything else in all of 

life. Are you making sure that nothing chokes the growth of my word in your life? Like what? Are you letting yourself be 

too busy to meet with me in my word? No, I don't think so. Are you letting the worries and cares of this world short circuit 

what I want to do in and through you? If I am you will need to show that to me.  Are you pursuing the riches and pleasures 

of this world? I don't think so, although this is certainly an area of danger for me. Yes, it is, I’m glad that you see that. Is there 

any sin that is hindering your desire to come and meet with me? If there is, then you will need to show that to me as well. I’m 

sure that I have sin and that I am a sinner. But, I’m not allowing anything to stop me from coming to you. That’s very good. 

Keep coming to me to meet with me in my word. I will continue to plant my word in you so that it will flourish and grow. 

Then you will be able to bear an abundance of fruit for my kingdom and glory. Then you will be able to live the life that I 

have given you to life. Then you will be able to know and do my will. Then my word will dwell in you richly. Is this what 

you want? Yes Lord, it is. 

Lord, plant your word in my life. Let your word grow and flourish in me. Show me if there is anything that is choking the growth of 

your word in me. Change my heart and mind by your word. Make my life abundantly fruitful for you. Amen 
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  Life                                  Cares Of The World 

 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful.  
 

ESV                                                  Matthew 13:22 
 

 

 
  Life                                   Worries Of This Life 

 

The one who received the seed that fell among the 
thorns is the man who hears the word, but the 
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke it, making it unfruitful.  
 

NIV                                                   Matthew 13:22 
 
 

    
  Life                                  Cares Of This World 

 

Now he who received seed among the thorns is he 
who hears the word, and the cares of this world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and he becomes unfruitful.  
 

NKJV                                                Matthew 13:22 
 

  

 
  Life                                   Worries Of This Life 

 

The seed that fell among the thorns represents 
those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 
message is crowded out by the worries of this life 
and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.  
 

NLT                                                    Matthew 13:22 
 

     
 

  Life                                       Weeds Of Worry 
 

"The seed cast in the weeds is the person who 
hears the kingdom news, but weeds of worry and 
illusions about getting more and wanting 
everything under the sun strangle what was heard, 
and nothing comes of it.  
 

MSG                                                 Matthew 13:22 
 

 

 
  Life                                  Cares Of The World 

 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing.  
 

NRSV                                               Matthew 13:22 
 

  
  Life                                     Cares Of This Life 

 

The ground covered with thistles represents a man 
who hears the message, but the cares of this life 
and his longing for money choke out God’s Word, 
and he does less and less for God.  
 

TLB                                                 Matthew 13:22 
 
 

 
    

 
  Life                                  Cares Of The World 

 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is he 
who hears the Word, but the cares of the world 
and the pleasure and delight and glamour and 
deceitfulness of riches choke and suffocate the 
Word, and it yields no fruit.  
 

AMP                                                 Matthew 13:22 
 

  
  Life                              Worries About This Life 

 

And what is the seed that fell among the thorny 
weeds? That seed is like the person who hears the 
teaching but lets worries about this life and the 
temptation of wealth stop that teaching from 
growing. So the teaching does not produce fruit in 
that person’s life.  
 

NCV                                                 Matthew 13:22 
 
    

 
  Life                                  Worry Of The World 

 

"And the one on whom seed was sown among the 
thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and 
the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of 
wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  
 

NASB                                               Matthew 13:22 
 

  



Worries Of This Life                       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Life – Matthew 13:22                                                       In Context: Read Matthew 13 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. Matthew 13:22 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
The one | who received | the seed | that fell | among the thorns | is the man | who hears | the word, | but the worries | of this life | 
and | the deceitfulness | of wealth | choke it, | making it | unfruitful. Matthew 13:22 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, plant your word in my life. Let your word grow and flourish in me. Show me if there is anything that is choking the 
growth of your word in me. Change my heart and mind by your word. Make my life abundantly fruitful for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How is God’s word like seed that is growing in you and making your life fruitful for Him? 
How are you making yourself available to God so that He can plant His word into your life? 
How will the pursuit of wealth choke the growth of God’s word in you and make it unfruitful in your life? 
How will the worries and cares of this life choke the growth of God’s word in you and make it unfruitful in your life? 
When have you removed something from your life that was choking out the growth of God’s word in you? 
How has God used His word to change your heart and transform your mind so you can be fruitful for Him? 
What fruit has God born in and through your life as a result of His word being planted in you? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make yourself available to God so that He can plant His word in your life and make you fruitful for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God’s word will grow like seed in your life and make you fruitful for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God’s word has been growing in you, making you fruitful for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



Worries Of This Life           Matthew 13      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May God’s word grow and flourish in you so that your life can be abundantly fruit for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, plant your word in my heart and mind so I can bear an abundance of fruit for your kingdom and glory. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, is there anything in my life that is hindering the growth of your word in my heart and mind? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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