
He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. To those who listen to my 

teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, 

even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them. Matthew 13:11-12 (NLT)  

 

Listening 
 

Do you want to grow in your understanding of the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven? Do you want to have an 

abundance of knowledge? Do you want to be someone who has or has not received what I want to teach them? Yes, I 

want to know all that I can about the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven. Yes, I want to have an abundance of knowledge. I want to 

receive all that you want to teach me. How can I receive all that you want to teach me? How can I learn of the secrets of the 

Kingdom of Heaven? How can I have an abundance of knowledge that you want to teach me? Those are good questions. 

 

You have made the right assumption. What assumption? I do want you to know the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven. I 

do want you to have an abundance of knowledge. I do want you to receive everything I want to teach you. That’s good. 

That’s exciting. Something depends on me, doesn’t it? Yes, something does depend on you. What depends on me? How badly 

do you want to know the secrets of the kingdom? How desperately do you want to receive an abundance of knowledge 

from me? How determined are you to receive all that I want to teach you? I’m not sure how to answer that question. I 

desperately want to know the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is my passionate desire to receive an abundance of knowledge 

from you. I persistently want to receive all that you want to teach me. That is very good. I am glad that you are uncertain how 

to answer my questions. You have given good answers to my questions with your words. But, that is not how I want you 

to answer my questions. How do you want me to answer your questions? I want you to answer my questions with your 

actions. What action of mine, will answer your questions? That is a very good question. Sitting down, and listening to me, 

will answer every one of my questions. If you are persistently willing to come and sit down to listen to my teaching then I 

will know that you really want to receive all that I want to teach you. Will you set aside a special time and sacred place to 

meet with me? Yes Lord, I will. Then you will receive all that I want to teach you. You will receive an abundance of 

knowledge from me. You will understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord, here I am. I have set aside this special time. I am sitting down in this sacred place. I’m making myself fully available to you. I 

will attentively listen to everything you want to teach me. Open my ears. Help me to grow in understanding as I listen to you. Amen 
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  Be                                                                  Given 

 

And he answered them, “To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will 
be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
 

ESV                                             Matthew 13:11-12 
 

 

 
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to 
them. Whoever has will be given more, and he will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he 
has will be taken from him. 
 

NIV                                              Matthew 13:11-12 
 
 

    
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

He answered and said to them, "Because it has been 
given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been given. For whoever 
has, to him more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he 
has will be taken away from him. 
 

NKJV                                           Matthew 13:11-12 
 

  

 
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. To those 
who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be 
given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. 
But for those who are not listening, even what little 
understanding they have will be taken away from them.  
 

NLT                                              Matthew 13:11-12 
 

     
 

  Be                                                         Flow Freely 
 

He replied, "You've been given insight into God's 
kingdom. You know how it works. Not everybody has 
this gift, this insight; it hasn't been given to them.  
Whenever someone has a ready heart for this, the 
insights and understandings flow freely. But if there is no 
readiness, any trace of receptivity soon disappears. 
 

MSG                                            Matthew 13:11-12 
 

 

 
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

Then the disciples came and asked him, "Why do you 
speak to them in parables?" He answered, "To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. 
 

NRSV                                          Matthew 13:11-12 
 

  
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

Then he explained to them that only they were permitted 
to understand about the Kingdom of Heaven, and others 
were not. "For to him who has will more be given," he 
told them, "and he will have great plenty; but from him 
who has not, even the little he has will be taken away. 
 

TLB                                             Matthew 13:11-12 
 

    

 
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

And He replied to them, To you it has been given to 
know the secrets and mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been given. For whoever 
has [spiritual knowledge], to him will more be given and 
he will be furnished richly so that he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. 
 

AMP                                            Matthew 13:11-12 
 

  
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

Jesus answered, “You have been chosen to know the 
secrets about the kingdom of heaven, but others cannot 
know these secrets. Those who have understanding will 
be given more, and they will have all they need. But 
those who do not have understanding, even what they 
have will be taken away from them. 
 

NCV                                            Matthew 13:11-12 
 

    

 
  Be                                                                  Given 

 

Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been granted. "For whoever has, to him 
more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be 
taken away from him. 
 

NASB                                          Matthew 13:11-12 
 

  



Given                                                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Be – Matthew 13:11-12                                                    In Context: Read Matthew 13 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. To those who listen to my 
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even 
what little understanding they have will be taken away from them. Matthew 13:11-12 (NLT) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He replied, | “You are | permitted | to understand | the secrets | of | the Kingdom | of Heaven, | but others | are not. | To those | who 
listen | to | my teaching, | more understanding | will be | given, | and they | will have | an abundance | of knowledge. | But for | those 
| who | are not listening, | even what | little understanding | they have | will be | taken away | from them.  

Matthew 13:11-12 (NLT) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, here I am. I have set aside this special time. I am sitting down in this sacred place. I’m making myself fully available to you. I will 
attentively listen to everything you want to teach me. Open my ears. Help me to grow in understanding as I listen to you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you set aside a special time to allow the Lord to teach you? 
Where is your sacred place that you have set aside to meet with the Lord? 
How has setting aside a special time and sacred place made you available to hear what the Lord wants to teach you? 
How has your understanding grown as you have listened attentively to all that the Lord had to teach you? 
Why will you miss out on what the Lord wants to teach you if you never stop to attentively listen to Him? 
How is the teaching that you are receiving from the Lord changing your heart and transforming your mind? 
How has the course of your entire life changed because you are listening to what the Lord is teaching you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make yourself fully available to the Lord so that you can listen attentively to everything He wants to teach you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your understanding will grow as you listen attentively to all Christ wants to teach you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your understanding is growing as you listen attentively to the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Given            Matthew 13               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you listen attentively to all that Christ wants to teach you so you can receive all He has for you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will listen attentively to your teaching so I can receive all you have for me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what do you want to teach me today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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