
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in 

the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are 

many parts, but one body. 1 Corinthians 12:14-20 (NIV)  

 

Your Gifts 
 

What spiritual gifts have I given to you? I can see the look on your face. What’s that? You like a deer caught in head 

lights. What do you mean by that? You look dumbfounded. You don’t have much of a clue about what are your spiritual 

gifts. Oh, you have same vague idea of what might be your spiritual gifts. But, you aren’t certain, that’s for sure. Have I 

got this right? Is what I am saying true? Yes, I have only a vague idea about what might be my spiritual gifts. That vague 

uncertainty about your spiritual gifts is troubling to you, isn’t it? Yes, I would like to know for certain what spiritual gifts you 

have given to me. That is a very good desire. 

 

Why would you like to know what spiritual gifts I have given to you? Does that sound like a dumb question to you? I’m 

certain that you do not ask dumb questions. No, it is a very good question. Why is that? I want to know how I can best serve you. 

I would like to better understand your call on my life. I would like greater clarity about where you want me to go and what you want 

me to do for you. If I am unclear about my spiritual gifts it is unlikely that I will cultivate, develop and fully use them. That’s true. I 

might even try to function in areas that are completely outside of my spiritual gifting. You have been there and done that. I might 

even desire and envy spiritual gifts that aren’t mine. There is no, “might” about that. I may waste quite a bit of time trying to do 

what you have not called or gifted me to do for you. There is no, “may” about that either. You have experienced a lot of 

frustration and wasted time and effort by not knowing and using your spiritual gifts, isn’t that true? That is completely 

true. 

 

I want you to know and use your spiritual gifts. I want you to hear my call on your life. I want you to be able to go and do 

all that I ask of you. I don’t want you to waste your time and effort on something that I have not I have not called or gifted 

you to do for me. Does all of this come as a surprise to you? No, it does not. What is the problem then? Why are you 

unclear about your spiritual gifts and my calling on your life? I think there are three things I need to concentrate on and do. 

What’s that? I need to ask you about my spiritual gifts. I need to listen to what you say to me about my spiritual gifts. Then I need 

to step out in faith and use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. That’s a good plan. Oh, one more thing. What’s that? I need 

to stop envying other people and their spiritual gifts and be content to keep on using the spiritual gifts you have given to me. 

That’s a great idea. 

 

Lord, sometimes I have desired and envied a spiritual gift that wasn’t mine. Sometimes, I have been afraid to step out in faith to use my 

spiritual gifts. Forgive me of both attitudes. Help me to fully discover and completely use the gifts you have given to me.  Amen 
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Identity                   Many Parts, Yet One Body 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If 
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would 
be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members 
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
parts, yet one body.  
ESV                                     1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
  

 
Identity                   Many Parts, But One Body 
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 
And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be 
part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the 
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 
be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, 
there are many parts, but one body.  
NIV                                      1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
 
 
  
 

    
Identity                   Many Parts, Yet One Body 
For in fact the body is not one member but many. If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is 
it therefore not of the body? And if the ear should say, 
"Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore 
not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the 
smelling? But now God has set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one 
member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are 
many members, yet one body.  
NKJV                                   1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
   

 
Identity             Many Parts, But Only One Body 
Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the 
foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” 
that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear 
says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would 
that make it any less a part of the body? If the whole body were 
an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, 
how would you smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, 
and God has put each part just where he wants it. How strange 
a body would be if it had only one part! Yes, there are many 
parts, but only one body.  

NLT                                       1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
     

 
Identity                  One Body With Many Parts 
I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less. A body 
isn't just a single part blown up into something huge. It's all the different-but-similar 
parts arranged and functioning together. If Foot said, "I'm not elegant like Hand, 
embellished with rings; I guess I don't belong to this body," would that make it so? If 
Ear said, "I'm not beautiful like Eye, limpid and expressive; I don't deserve a place on 
the head," would you want to remove it from the body? If the body was all eye, how 
could it hear? If all ear, how could it smell? As it is, we see that God has carefully 
placed each part of the body right where he wanted it. But I also want you to think 
about how this keeps your significance from getting blown up into self-importance. 
For no matter how significant you are, it is only because of what you are a part of. An 
enormous eye or a gigantic hand wouldn't be a body, but a monster. What we have 
is one body with many parts, each its proper size and in its proper place. No part is 
important on its own.  

MSG                                    1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

 

 
Identity             Many Members, Yet One Body 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body.  
NRSV                                  1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
  

Identity   Many Parts, But Still There Is Only One Body 
Yes, the body has many parts, not just one part. If the foot says, "I am 
not a part of the body because I am not a hand," that does not make it 
any less a part of the body. And what would you think if you heard an ear 
say, "I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an 
eye"? Would that make it any less a part of the body? Suppose the 
whole body were an eye—then how would you hear? Or if your whole 
body were just one big ear, how could you smell anything? But that isn’t 
the way God has made us. He has made many parts for our bodies and 
has put each part just where he wants it. What a strange thing a body 
would be if it had only one part! So he has made many parts, but still 
there is only one body.  
TLB                                      1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

 
    

 
Identity Many Limbs And Organs, But One Body 
For the body does not consist of one limb or organ but of many. If the 
foot should say, Because I am not the hand, I do not belong to the body, 
would it be therefore not [a part] of the body? If the ear should say, 
Because I am not the eye, I do not belong to the body, would it be 
therefore not [a part] of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where 
[would be the sense of] hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
[would be the sense of] smell? But as it is, God has placed and arranged 
the limbs and organs in the body, each [particular one] of them, just as 
He wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation. But if [the whole] 
were all a single organ, where would the body be? And now there are 
[certainly] many limbs and organs, but a single body.  
AMP                                    1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

  
Identity            Many Parts, But Only One Body 
The human body has many parts. The foot might say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I am not part of the body.“ But saying this would not 
stop the foot from being a part of the body. The ear might say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I am not part of the body.“ But saying 
this would not stop the ear from being a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, it would not be able to hear. If the whole 
body were an ear, it would not be able to smell. If each part of the 
body were the same part, there would be no body. But truly God put 
all the parts, each one of them, in the body as he wanted them. [see 
verse 18] So then there are many parts, but only one body.  

NCV                                     1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
    

 
Identity             Many Members, But One Body 
For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot says, 
"Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear says, 
"Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body. If the whole body were 
an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, 
where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed the 
members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they 
were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are 
many members, but one body.  
 

NASB                                   1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

  



Many Parts, One Body              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Identity – 1 Corinthians 12:14-20                        In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 12 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Now | the body | is not | made up | of one part | but of many. | If the foot | should say, | "Because | I am not | a hand,| I do not | 
belong to | the body, |" it would not | for that reason | cease to be | part of the body. | And if | the ear | should say, | "Because | I am 
not | an eye, | I do not | belong to | the body, |" it would not | for that reason | cease | to be | part of the body. | If the whole body | 
were an eye, | where would | the sense | of hearing be? | If the whole body | were an ear, | where would | the sense | of smell be? | 
But in fact | God | has arranged | the parts | in the body, | every one | of them, | just as | he wanted | them to be. | If they | were all 
| one part, | where would | the body be? | As it is, | there are | many parts, | but one body. 1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, sometimes I have desired and envied a spiritual gift that wasn’t mine. Sometimes, I have been afraid to step out in faith to use 
my spiritual gifts. Forgive me of both attitudes. Help me to fully discover and completely use the gifts you have given to me.  Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What spiritual gifts have you seen others use in the body of Christ? 
What areas of ministry are you drawn to in the body of Christ? 
What spiritual gifts do you think God has given you to use in the body of Christ? 
How have you been able to discover and use a spiritual gift that you have been given? 
When has doubt or fear held you back from exploring, discovering or using your spiritual gifts? 
Why will God’s call on you to use your spiritual gifts often challenge you beyond your abilities? 
How have you received confirmation that God has gifted you to serve Him in a particular way? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you the spiritual gifts you have been given so He can use you in the body of Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in our heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord has given you spiritual gifts to use so that His body will function together properly. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have discovered and used your gifts in the body of Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Many Parts, But One Body        1 Corinthians 12      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you discover and use the spiritual gifts God has given to you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to discover and use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I discover and use my spiritual gifts to serve you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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