
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that 

your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 (NIV) 

 

Demonstrate Your Power 
 

Are you weak or are you strong? Will you rely on me or will you rely on yourself? Don’t be so quick to answer these 

questions with your words. Is there any other way to answer these questions other than with my words? I want you to answer 

these questions with your life. I’m not sure what you mean. Really, are you sure? I might have some idea of what you mean. 

Take a guess at what I mean. You don’t want me to say I will rely on you with my words and not back them up with my life. Yes, 

that’s right. Have you ever said that you were going to rely on me and then kept right on relying on yourself? I am sorry to 

say that I have relied on myself far too often when I have said that I was going to rely on you. 

 

What has happened when you have relied on yourself rather than on me? When I have relied on my own strength I have 

failed miserably. I have not been able to accomplish what you have given me to do. I have made gigantic missteps. I have gone 

backwards in retreat. I have wandered aimlessly from one thing to another to look for meaning and purpose in life. I have been 

frustrated.  I have been fearful. I have wondered where you were. I have questioned why haven’t you helped me. I have been 

discouraged and depressed. I have burned out. I have given up. I have quit.  

 

Have you grown weary of trusting in your own strength? That is an understatement. Nothing is more tiring than trying to serve 

you without relying on your help. I want your power and strength. I desperately need your power and strength. I cannot and will not 

take one more step forward without your help. That’s very good. What will you do? I will ask for your help. I will wait for your 

help. How long will you wait? How long will you keep asking? I will keep waiting and keep asking for your help until you tell 

me its time to move forward with you. You will let me lead you? Yes, that’s it exactly. I will go where you guide me. I will do what 

you ask of me. I will trust you to work in and through me to demonstrate your power and accomplish your purposes. I want you to 

do in and through me what only you can do. I want my life to be a witness for you. I want my faith to rest on you. I want others to 

place their faith in you because of what you have done in and through my weakness. In that way you will be lifted up and glorified 

as men and women are drawn to you. Use me for your kingdom and your glory. Yes, I will. You can count on it. 

 

 

 
Lord, I am weak. You are strong. Without your power and strength I will be unable to do what you have given me to do for you. I am so 

thankful that you will work through my weaknesses so your power will demonstrated as your purposes are accomplished.  Amen 
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  So That                                   Power Of God 

 

and my speech and my message were not in 
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not 
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  
 

ESV                                           1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

 

 
  So That                                On God’s Power 

 

My message and my preaching were not with wise 
and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 
the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest 
on men's wisdom, but on God's power.  
 

NIV                                            1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 
  
 
    

  So That                                   Power Of God 
 

And my speech and my preaching were not with 
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.  
 

NKJV                                         1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

  

 
  So That                                    Power Of God 

 

And my message and my preaching were very 
plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive 
speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. I did this so you would trust not in human 
wisdom but in the power of God.  
 

NLT                                            1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

     
 

  So That                                      God’s Power 
 

and so nothing I said could have impressed you or 
anyone else. But the Message came through 
anyway. God's Spirit and God's power did it, which 
made it clear that your life of faith is a response to 
God's power, not to some fancy mental or 
emotional footwork by me or anyone else.  	   
MSG                                          1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

 

 
  So That                                   Power Of God 

 

My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.  
 

NRSV                                        1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

  
 So That                                          Upon God 

 

And my preaching was very plain, not with a lot of 
oratory and human wisdom, but the Holy Spirit’s 
power was in my words, proving to those who 
heard them that the message was from God. I did 
this because I wanted your faith to stand firmly 
upon God, not on man’s great ideas.  
 

TLB                                            1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

    

 
  So That                                   Power Of God 

 

And my language and my message were not set forth in 
persuasive (enticing and plausible) words of wisdom, but they 
were in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and power [a proof by 
the Spirit and power of God, operating on me and stirring in the 
minds of my hearers the most holy emotions and thus 
persuading them], So that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men (human philosophy), but in the power of God.  
 

AMP                                           1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

  
  So That                                  In God’s Power 

 

My teaching and preaching were not with words of 
human wisdom that persuade people but with 
proof of the power that the Spirit gives. This was 
so that your faith would be in God’s power and not 
in human wisdom.  
 

NCV                                           1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

    

 
 So That                         On The Power Of God 

 

and my message and my preaching were not in 
persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would 
not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of 
God.  
 

NASB                                         1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

  



On God’s Power                               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
So That – 1 Corinthians 2:4-5                                     In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 2 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your 
faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
My message | and | my preaching | were not | with | wise | and | persuasive words, | but with | a demonstration | of the | Spirit's 
power, | so that | your faith | might not | rest on | men's wisdom, | but on | God's power. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I am weak. You are strong. Without your power and strength I will be unable to do what you have given me to do for you. I am 
so thankful that you will work through my weaknesses so your power will demonstrated as your purposes are accomplished.  Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you relying on God’s power to do the work that He has given you to do for Him? 
Why will your own efforts never be a powerful witness and demonstration of God’s power? 
When has God worked in and through your weakness to even more clearly demonstrate His power? 
Why will relying on your own strength hinder God’s ability to display His power working in and through you? 
When have you failed miserably because you relied on your own strength rather than on God’s power? 
When have you succeeded because you relied on God’s power rather than on your own strength? 
How are you making it your practice to rely on God’s power rather than on your own strength? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on God’s power rather than on your own strength so that God can accomplish His purposes through you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God’s power will work through your weakness to accomplish His purposes. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God worked through your weakness to accomplish His purposes. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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On God’s Power          1 Corinthians 2         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on God to work through you so His power can be demonstrated as He accomplishes His purposes. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will allow you to work through me so your power can be demonstrated as you accomplish your purposes. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to work through me to demonstrate your power and accomplish your purposes? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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