
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high." Luke 24:45-49 (NIV) 
 

Stay 
 

That is a hard word for you to hear and obey. What word? The word, stay. You have a hard time staying in one place. You 

want to be on the move. You are restless. You are impatient. You like to keep busy. You know me. Yes, I know you. The 

question I want to ask you is, “Do you want to know me?” Yes, I want to know you. It is the desire of my heart to know you. It 

is the goal of my life to know you. I don’t want to know you just a little bit either. I want to know you intimately. I want to know your 

will and walk in your ways. I want to go and do whatever is pleasing to you. I want to live a life that accomplishes your purposes 

and fulfills your plans. That is very good. 

 

You will never know me intimately if you don’t learn to stay in my presence. You will never be able to go and do what I 

ask of you, if you do not wait for my instructions. Haven’t you raced off, in a hundred different directions, thinking that 

you were going to go and do my will? Yes, I have done that many times, probably far more than a hundred. You don’t want to 

know the actual number of times you haven’t waited for my instructions. Let me just say that your waiting to listen to my 

instructions is a rare event. Forgive me, for not waiting for your instructions. You are forgiven. But, there is far more than 

waiting for my instructions, that you have missed out on. What else have I missed out on? You have not waited to be 

clothed with my power to do what I have asked of you. It is not enough to know what I want you to do. You must also rely 

on my power to do what I have given you to do for me. How many times have you attempted to accomplish my purposes 

and fulfill my plans with your own strength? Far too often, I’m sure. That’s right. 

 

Will you stay and wait for my instructions? Will you rely on me to cloth you with my power to do what I ask of you? Yes 

Lord, I will wait for your instructions. I will rely on your power to help me to go and do your will. That will be very good. Then you 

will be a bold witness for me in the world. Then you will accomplish my purposes and fulfill my plans. I will speak 

through your life. I will use you to bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, thank you for opening my mind to understand the Scriptures. Thank you for helping me to turn away from my old life and receive 

forgiveness and cleansing of all my sin. Use my life and give me your power to be a bold witness for you in the world. Amen 
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The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.”  
 

ESV                                                   Luke 24:45-49 
 
 

 
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 
and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high."  
 

NIV                                                    Luke 24:45-49 
 
 
 
 

    
The Mind              Opened Their Understanding 
 

And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to them, "Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to 
rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. 
Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in 
the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 
high."  
 

NKJV                                                 Luke 24:45-49 
 
 
  

 
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 

 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And 
he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would 
suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. It was 
also written that this message would be proclaimed in the 
authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 
‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ You are 
witnesses of all these things. “And now I will send the Holy 
Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until 
the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.”  
 

NLT                                                    Luke 24:45-49 
 
      

 
The Mind                  Open Their Understanding 
 

He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, 
showing them how to read their Bibles this way. He said, "You can 
see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the 
dead on the third day, and then a total life-change through the 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name to all nations—starting 
from here, from Jerusalem! You're the first to hear and see it. You're 
the witnesses. What comes next is very important: I am sending 
what my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he 
arrives, until you're equipped with power from on high."  
 

MSG                                                  Luke 24:45-49 

 

 
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."  
 
NRSV                                                Luke 24:45-49 

  
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 

 

Then he opened their minds to understand at last these many 
Scriptures! And he said, "Yes, it was written long ago that the 
Messiah must suffer and die and rise again from the dead on 
the third day; and that this message of salvation should be 
taken from Jerusalem to all the nations: There is forgiveness of 
sins for all who turn to me. You have seen these prophecies 
come true. "And now I will send the Holy Spirit upon you, just as 
my Father promised. Don’t begin telling others yet—stay here in 
the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from 
heaven."  
 

TLB                                                   Luke 24:45-49 
 

 
    

 
The Mind                      Opened Up Their Minds 

 

Then He [thoroughly] opened up their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, And said to them, Thus it is written that the Christ 
(the Messiah) should suffer and on the third day rise from 
(among) the dead, And that repentance [with a view to and as 
the condition of] forgiveness of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. And behold, I will send forth upon 
you what My Father has promised; but remain in the city 
[Jerusalem] until you are clothed with power from on high.  
 

AMP                                                  Luke 24:45-49 

   
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 
 

Then Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. He said to them, “It is written that the Christ would 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that a change 
of hearts and lives and forgiveness of sins would be preached 
in his name to all nations, starting at Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. I will send you what my Father has 
promised, but you must stay in Jerusalem until you have 
received that power from heaven.“  
 

NCV                                                  Luke 24:45-49 
 
    

 
The Mind                           Opened Their Minds 
 

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and 
He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer 
and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance 
for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. "You are witnesses of 
these things. "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My 
Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high."  
 

NASB                                                Luke 24:45-49 

  



Opened Their Minds                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Mind – Luke 24:45-49                                             In Context: Read Luke 24 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high." Luke 24:45-49 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then | he opened | their minds | so they could | understand the Scriptures. | He told them, | "This is what | is written: | The Christ | 
will suffer | and rise | from the dead | on the third day, | and | repentance | and | forgiveness of sins | will be preached | in his name | 
to all | nations, | beginning | at Jerusalem. | You are witnesses | of these things. | I am going | to send you | what | my Father | has 
promised; | but stay | in the city | until you | have been clothed | with power | from on high." Luke 24:45-49 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for opening my mind to understand the Scriptures. Thank you for helping me to turn away from my old life and receive 
forgiveness and cleansing of all my sin. Use my life and give me your power to be a bold witness for you in the world. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)   
Why is it important to ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind so that you can understand the Scriptures? 
Why will you not be able to understand the Scriptures without the Holy Spirit’s help? 
How has the Holy Spirit helped you to understand and apply the Scriptures to your life? 
Why was it necessary for Jesus Christ to die on the cross for your sins? 
Why is it important for you to wait and listen for instructions if you want to follow and serve the Lord? 
When have you been empowered by the Holy Spirit to be a witness for Christ in this world? 
When has the Lord used you to tell others about the salvation they can have in Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to understand and apply the Scriptures to your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit will empower you to be a witness for Christ in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Holy Spirit has instructed you to follow and serve the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Opened Their Minds           Luke 24            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind so you can understand the Scriptures. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Holy Spirit, open my mind so I can understand the Scriptures. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Holy Spirit, how do you want to open my mind and help me to understand the Scriptures today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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