
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 

blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. John 1:12-13 (ESV) 
 

My Child 
 

You are my child. I have called you by name. I brought you to myself. You were lost and without hope in the world. I 

pursued you. I sought you out. I rescued you from a life without me. You were walking on a path away from me. You were 

living a sin-filled, bruised and battered and broken life. You were stuck in the muck and mire of what was your life 

without me. You heard my call. You cried out to me. You called on my name. You asked for my help. Yes, I did. I was 

discouraged and defeated. My life was a mess. I was lost and empty. I was at the end of my rope. Someway, somewhere, seeds 

of hope were planted in my life. Somehow, when I was desperate, I knew who would answer my cry. I knew that I could cry out to 

you. You would hear my call. You would answer my plea. You would rescue me, that is what I knew somewhere deep down in the 

depth of my soul. That’s good. 

 

Were people praying for me? Did you want to make me to be a part of your family? Did you want to be able to call me your child? 

Was it in your plan that I would come to love and follow and serve you? How long did you have your eye on me? How long had 

you been pursing me? How long was it in your plan that I would come to know you? When did you put in my heart and mind that I 

could cry out to you and ask for your help? You have a lot of questions. My eye has never not been on you. It has always 

been my plan that you would come to know, love, follow and serve me. I have always wanted you to be a part of my 

family. I have always wanted to call you my child. A host of people had been praying for you. There was rejoicing in 

heaven on the day that came to believe in me. Heaven was filled with joy when you received me into your life.  

 

You have been born again. My Holy Spirit lives and dwells inside of you. You have a completely new life to live in me. 

You are my child. You are my follower. I am your Savior. I am your Lord. I will lead you through life. Every day, you will 

follow and serve me. Every day, I will be molding and shaping your life. Every day, you will know my will and walk in my 

ways. Every day, you will become more like me. You will live the life that I have called you to live. Yes, I will. That is the 

desire that fills my heart and mind and life. That is very good. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, thank you for calling me to come to you. You made it so I could believe in you and receive you into my life. Help me to live every 

day of my life as your son. Help me to think your thoughts and walk in your ways. Use my life fully as I live it with and for you. Amen 
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  Discipleship                             Receive Him 

 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 

ESV                                                     John 1:12-13 
 

 

 
  Discipleship                            Received Him 

 

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband's will, but born of 
God. 
 

NIV                                                      John 1:12-13 
 
  
     

  Discipleship                             Receive Him 
 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 
 

NKJV                                                   John 1:12-13 
 

  

 
  Discipleship                              Believed Him 

 

But to all who believed him and accepted him, he 
gave the right to become children of God. They are 
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from 
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from 
God.  
 

NLT                                                      John 1:12-13 
 

     
 

  Discipleship                                 Want Him 
 

But whoever did want him, who believed he was 
who he claimed and would do what he said, He 
made to be their true selves, their child-of-God 
selves. These are the God-begotten, not blood-
begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten. 
 

MSG                                                   John 1:12-13 
 

 

 
  Discipleship                            Received Him 

 

But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God,  
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

NRSV                                                  John 1:12-13 
 

  
  Discipleship                            Received Him 

 

But to all who received him, he gave the right to 
become children of God. All they needed to do 
was to trust him to save them. All those who 
believe this are reborn!—not a physical rebirth 
resulting from human passion or plan—but from 
the will of God. 
 

TLB                                                    John 1:12-13 
 

    

 
  Discipleship                             Receive Him 

 

But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He 
gave the authority (power, privilege, right) to become the 
children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere 
to, trust in, and rely on) His name— Who owe their birth 
neither to bloods nor to the will of the flesh [that of 
physical impulse] nor to the will of man [that of a natural 
father], but to God. [They are born of God!] 
 

AMP                                                    John 1:12-13 
 
  

  Discipleship                               Accept Him 
 

But to all who did accept him and believe in him he 
gave the right to become children of God.  
They did not become his children in any human 
way—by any human parents or human desire. 
They were born of God. 
 

NCV                                                    John 1:12-13 
 

    

 
  Discipleship                            Received Him 

 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
 

NASB                                                  John 1:12-13 
 

  



Receive Him                                       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Discipleship – John 1:12-13                                                  In Context: Read John 1 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. John 1:12-13 (ESV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But | to all | who did | receive him, | who believed | in his | name, | he gave | the right | to become | children | of God, | who were | 
born, | not of | blood | nor of | the will | of the | flesh | nor of | the will | of man, | but | of God. John 1:12-13 (ESV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for calling me to come to you. You made it so I could believe in you and receive you into my life. Help me to live every 
day of my life as your son. Help me to think your thoughts and walk in your ways. Use my life fully as I live it with and for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why is believing a collection of facts about Jesus Christ quite different than fully believing in Him. 
How have your thoughts changed because you have come to believe in and receive Jesus Christ into your life? 
How have your words changed because you have come to believe in and receive Jesus Christ into your life? 
How have your actions changed because you have come to believe in and receive Jesus Christ into your life? 
What did you leave behind when you came to believe in and receive Jesus Christ into your life? 
How has your life come to resemble Jesus Christ because you are now a son of God? 
How are you a bold and bright witness for Jesus Christ in the world now that you are a son of God? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Believe in Jesus Christ and receive Him into your life so you will be a child of God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that because you believe in Jesus Christ and have received into your life, you are a child of God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your life has changed since you became a child of God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Receive Him            John 1               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you believe in Jesus Christ and receive Him into your life so you can be a son of God. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, thank you for making me to be a son of God as I do believe in you and have received you into my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I live out my life today as your son? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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