Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21 (NIV)

Doing Good

Don’t be overcome by evil. What does that mean? That is a better question than you realize. Why is that? How might you
be overcome by evil? I’m not sure. Think deeply about that question. I might be overcome by evil by my reaction to it. You are
on the right track. You don’t want me to respond to evil with my own evil actions. That is not how you responded to evil. No, it is
not. You did not let evil define your identity. You did not let evil develop your thoughts. You did not let evil dictate your words. You
did not let evil guide your actions. Evil had no power or authority over any of your thoughts, words or deeds. That’s right.

You want me to become like you. That’s true. You want me to respond to evil just as you responded to evil. You have set an
example before me of how I can and should respond to evil. If I let evil define my identity, develop my thoughts, dictate my words
or guide my actions I will be allowing myself to be overcome by evil. What’s is the harm of being overcome by evil? If I allow
myself to be overcome by evil, I will not be able to be a witness for you is this world. I will think and speak and act like everyone
else in the world. I will not shine brightly in the world for you. I will not bear fruit for your kingdom or bring glory to your name. I will
be a vessel that you cannot use. So, there is tremendous harm in my allowing myself to be overcome by evil. You got that right.

You won’t be able to simply resist being overcome by evil with your own efforts. That will not be an effective strategy for
you. How should I respond to evil? That is another very good question. You must overcome evil by doing the good I will
give you to do. When you are tempted to respond to evil with evil, do the good I will give you to do instead. Like what?
The good that you will do in response to evil will depend on the person, place, time and circumstance. When you are
wondering how to respond to a specific evil, ask for my help. Ask me to give you wisdom to wisely respond to evil with
the good that I want you to do for me. Will you ask for my wisdom? Will you do the good that I ask you to do for me? Yes
Lord, I will. Then you will not be overcome by evil. Then you will shine brightly in the world for me.

Lord, help me to have a radically different attitude about evil. Protect me from responding to evil with my own evil actions. Help me to
continually do good so I will be able to powerfully overcome evil. Use me as a bright and shinning witness for you in the world. Amen

By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved

Copying not permitted

www.GrowingAsDisciples.com

Character

Overcome Evil With Good

Character

Overcome Evil With Good

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

NIV

ESV
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Romans 12:21

Conquer Evil By Doing Good

Character

Romans 12:21

Overcome Evil With Good

Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing
good.

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
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Character Get The Best Of Evil By Doing Good

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Don't let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil
by doing good.
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Conquer Evil By Doing Good

Do not let yourself be overcome by evil, but
overcome (master) evil with good.

Don’t let evil get the upper hand, but conquer evil
by doing good.

AMP

TLB

Character

Romans 12:21

Overcome Evil With Good

Character

Romans 12:21

Defeat Evil By Doing Good

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Do not let evil defeat you, but defeat evil by doing
good.
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Character – Romans 12:21

In Context: Read Romans 12

Begin With Prayer:

Here I am Lord.

Meditating On God’s Word:

I Am Listening.

(What is God speaking to your heart?)

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21

Considering The Words:

(What words speak to your heart?)

Do not | be overcome | by evil, | but overcome evil | with good. Romans 12:21

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Praying The Scripture:

(What prayer from your heart will you write?)

Lord, help me to have a radically different attitude about evil. Protect me from responding to evil with my own evil actions. Help me to
continually do good so I will be able to powerfully overcome evil. Use me as a bright and shinning witness for you in the world. Amen

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
What It Means:

(What questions speak to your heart?)

(Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)

When have you responded to evil with your own evil actions?
Why will responding to evil with evil only enflame and make matters worse?
When have you broken out of a cycle of doing evil for evil and done good things instead?
When have you been able to overcome evil by doing something good instead?
What opportunities do you have right now to respond to evil by doing good?
Why does responding to evil by doing good stand out so dramatically in the world?
How has the Lord used you as His witness in the Lord by your responding to evil by doing good?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Living It Out:

(What action step is God guiding your heart to take?)

Make it the daily practice to overcome evil by continually doing good.

_______________________________________________________________________
Seeing It Happen:

(What are you trusting God for in your heart?)

Have faith that by continually doing good the Lord will make you able to overcome evil.

_______________________________________________________________________
Get Ready To Share:

(What can you share with others from your heart?)

Share with another person or your small group how you are overcoming evil by doing good.

_______________________________________________________________________
Close With Prayer:

Pause And Offer Prayers Of…
Adoration…
Thanksgiving…
Confession...
Intercession...
Petition…

Quiet Yourself Before The Lord

With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Romans 12

Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______

Journal
As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
What Prayers Are You Praying Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Of Blessing

(What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?)

May you continually overcome evil by doing good.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayer To Carry

(What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?)

Lord, I will continually overcome evil by doing all the good you give me to do for you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Want To Remember About Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Question To Ask God

(What Would You Like To Ask God?)

Lord, how can I overcome evil by doing good today?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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