
He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. Proverbs 14:21 (NIV) 
 

Attitude And Action 
 

What attitude will you have toward your neighbors? I’m not sure what you mean. Will you be kind to your neighbors or will 

you despise them? Why would I despise my neighbors? Sooner or later your neighbors will do something that you don’t 

like. Sooner or later your neighbors will do something that will make you uneasy or uncomfortable. They will cross a 

boundary. They will make a mistake. They will do something that you won’t appreciate. Your neighbors will never live up 

to your expectations.  Are you surprised by what I am saying to you? No, not at all. There is a flip side to what I have said. 

What’s that? You will never live up to your neighbor’s expectations either. You will do something they don’t like. You will 

cross one of their boundaries.  You will make them uneasy and uncomfortable. You will do something they won’t 

appreciate.  Is this hard for you to imagine? No, not at all. 

 

You will be faced with two decisions. What are they? You will be forced to decide your attitude toward your neighbors. 

Will you love or despise your neighbors? That is the question you must answer.  There is a good and a bad time to 

answer that question. I don’t understand. It will be best to decide now if you will love or despise your neighbors before 

they disappoint you. Deciding to love your neighbors now will help you to love them when they don’t live up to your 

expectations. Now, I understand. What will it be? What is your decision? I will love my neighbors. Will you love your 

neighbors when they cross boundaries, make mistakes and fail to live up to your expectations? Yes Lord, I will love my 

neighbors regardless of their behavior. That is a good decision. Why are you making such a decision? I am following your 

example. I want to love like you love. That is very good. 

 

You mentioned that I would be faced with two decisions. Yes, I did. What is the second decision I must make? You have already 

decided that you will love your neighbors. That is an attitude. Yes, it is. Your second decision will be to decide what 

action will you take toward your neighbors. What do you mean by that? Your neighbors will have needs. Will you ignore 

the needs of your neighbors? Will you let the needs of your neighbors go unmet? Will you meet the needs of your 

neighbors? I cannot say that I will have a loving attitude toward my neighbors if I am unwilling to take action to help meet their 

needs. Both my attitude and action must go together if I am to be truly loving. That’s true. Why are you making such a 

decision? I am following your example. I want to serve like you served. That is very good.  

 

Your life will be richly blessed as you love your neighbors with both your attitude and action. That is what I want. That is 

what I will do. That will be very good. 

 

 

 

Lord, I have not always gotten along well with all my neighbors. I have liked some and sinfully despised others. Forgive me. I want you to 

bless my life as I am kind to those in need. Help me to show love to all my neighbors by helping them with their needs. Amen 
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  Character                    Despises His Neighbor 

 

Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but 
blessed is he who is generous to the poor.  
 

ESV                                                 Proverbs 14:21 
 

 

 
  Character                    Despises His Neighbor 

 

He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is 
he who is kind to the needy.  
 

NIV                                                  Proverbs 14:21 
 
 
  
 

    
  Character                    Despises His Neighbor 

 

He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who 
has mercy on the poor, happy is he.  
 

NKJV                                               Proverbs 14:21 

 

  

 
  Character                     Belittle One’s Neighbor 

 

It is a sin to belittle one’s neighbor; blessed are 
those who help the poor.  
 

NLT                                                  Proverbs 14:21 
 

     
 

  Character                          Ignore A Neighbor 
 

It's criminal to ignore a neighbor in need, but 
compassion for the poor—what a blessing!  
 

MSG                                                Proverbs 14:21 
 

 

 
  Character                  Despise Their Neighbors 

 

Those who despise their neighbors are sinners, 
but happy are those who are kind to the poor.  
 

NRSV                                              Proverbs 14:21 
 

  
  Character                  Own Neighbors Despise 

 

Even his own neighbors despise the poor man, 
while the rich have many "friends." But to despise 
the poor is to sin. Blessed are those who help 
them.  
 

TLB                                                 Proverbs 14:21 
 

 

    

 
  Character                    Despises His Neighbor 

 

He who despises his neighbor sins [against God, 
his fellowman, and himself], but happy (blessed 
and fortunate) is he who is kind and merciful to the 
poor.  
 

AMP                                                 Proverbs 14:21 
 

  
  Character                        Hate Your Neighbor 

 

It is a sin to hate your neighbor, but being kind to 
the needy brings happiness.  
 

NCV                                                 Proverbs 14:21 
 

    

 
  Character                    Despises His Neighbor 

 

He who despises his neighbor sins, But happy is 
he who is gracious to the poor.  
 

NASB                                               Proverbs 14:21 
 

  



Despises His Neighbor             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Character – Proverbs 14:21                                          In Context: Read Proverbs 14  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. Proverbs 14:21 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He who | despises | his neighbor | sins, | but blessed | is he | who is | kind to | the needy. Proverbs 14:21 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not always gotten along well with all my neighbors. I have liked some and sinfully despised others. Forgive me. I want you 
to bless my life as I am kind to those in need. Help me to show love to all my neighbors by helping them with their needs. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you had a very difficult time learning to love your neighbor? 
When have you come to realize that you were sinfully despising your neighbor? 
How has praying for a difficult neighbor helped change your attitude toward them? 
When have you been a difficult neighbor that was hard for others to love? 
How has a neighbor shown you love by helping you with your needs? 
How has your attitude toward your neighbor changed as you lovingly served them? 
How has your life been blessed as you have gone and met the needs of your neighbors? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to bless your life as you show love to your neighbors by helping them with their needs. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will bless your life as you show love to your neighbors by helping them with their needs. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been blessed as you have lovingly helped your neighbors. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Despises His Neighbor          Proverbs 14      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you show love to your neighbor by helping to meet their needs. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will show love to my neighbor by helping to meet their needs. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I show love to my neighbor today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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