
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, Matthew 5:43-44 (NIV)  
 

Enemies 
 

If you had asked me, I would have said that I did not have any enemies. It certainly is my goal to not have any enemies. I don’t 

want to regard anyone as my enemy. I don’t want to harbor anything against anyone. I want to love everyone. I want to serve 

everyone. I want to pray for everyone. Those are all good desires. Do you know that I also had all those desires in my 

heart? I am certain of that it was your desire to love, serve and pray for all your enemies. That’s right. But, what makes you so 

certain that I wanted to love, serve and pray for all my enemies? Beyond, what you have said in your word? Yes, beyond 

what you can read in my word. The desires of my heart come from you. It is only because I have drawn near to you and as I am 

coming to know you, that these thoughts have become the desires of my heart. Prior to coming to know you, I was certain that I 

had enemies. Prior to coming to know you, I wanted to get revenge against every one of my enemies. I hated my enemies. I 

wanted to pay each one of them back with the same evil that they committed against me. You can be sure, that in those days, I 

kept a close score and a precise recall of everyone who had harmed and hurt me. That’s not good. I know. 

 

I did have enemies, you know that? Yes, I know that you had many enemies. At times, it must have seemed like the whole 

world was against you. Yes, it did. Why do you think I had enemies? You were in this world. You were not of this world. You 

lived a righteous life in an evil world. Evil hates good. Darkness hates light. Lies hate the truth. The world is everything you were 

not. The world rejected you, your words and your deeds. Yes, it did. As you become more and more like me, do not be 

surprised when the world hates and rejects you. Don’t wonder how or why you could possibly have any enemies. I won’t. 

 

What will you do when you recognize that you do have enemies? I will do what you did. What did I do? You loved your 

enemies. You went out of your way to serve your enemies. You prayed for your enemies. You laid down your life for your 

enemies. You made it so your enemies could one day come to you, to be your friends and followers. Yes, I did. I was once one of 

your enemies. Yes, you were. You loved and prayed for me, so I could come to you. Yes, I did. I will love and pray for my 

enemies, so that they can also, one day, come to you. That will be very good. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I didn’t think I had any enemies. Now, I know that I have enemies. Help me to know how to love my enemies. Show me how I can 

pray for my enemies. Help me to be your witness in the world. Help me turn my enemies into your and my close friends. Amen 
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  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you,  
 

ESV                                               Matthew 5:43-44 

 

 
  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you,  
	

NIV                                                Matthew 5:43-44 
 
 
 
    

  Prayer          For Those Who Spitefully Use You 
 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  
 

NKJV                                             Matthew 5:43-44 

  

 
  Prayer                For Those Who Persecute You 

 

“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 
neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I say, love your 
enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  
 

NLT                                                Matthew 5:43-44 
 

     
 

  Prayer     Respond With The Energies Of Prayer 
  

"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your 
friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your 
enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love 
your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, 
not the worst. When someone gives you a hard 
time, respond with the energies of prayer,  
 

MSG                                              Matthew 5:43-44 

 

 
  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 
 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you,  
 

NRSV                                            Matthew 5:43-44 

  
  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 

 

"There is a saying, ’Love your friends and hate 
your enemies.’ But I say: Love your enemies! Pray 
for those who persecute you!  
 

TLB                                               Matthew 5:43-44 
 

    

 
  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 

 

You have heard that it was said, You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy; But I tell you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you,  
 

AMP                                       Matthew 5:43-44 

  
  Prayer                       For Those Who Hurt You 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ’Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemies.’ But I say to you, 
love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you.  
 

NCV                                              Matthew 5:43-44 
 

    

 
  Prayer               For Those Who Persecute You 

  

"You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' 
"But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you,  
 

NASB                                            Matthew 5:43-44 

  



Those Who Persecute You          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Prayer – Matthew 5:33-34                                                 In Context: Read Matthew 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. He must turn from 
evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 1 Peter 3:10-12 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
For, | "Whoever would | love life | and | see good days | must keep | his tongue | from evil | and | his lips | from deceitful speech. | He 
must | turn from evil | and do good; | he must | seek peace | and pursue it. | For the eyes | of the Lord | are on | the righteous and | 
his ears | are attentive to their prayer, | but the face | of the Lord | is against | those who | do evil." 1 Peter 3:10-12 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I didn’t think I had any enemies. Now, I know that I have enemies. Help me to know how to love my enemies. Show me how I can 
pray for my enemies. Help me to be your witness in the world. Help me turn my enemies into your and my close friends. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What enemies do you have either in their or your estimation? 
What has caused you to regard someone, or be regarded by someone, as an enemy? 
When has an enemy mistreated you and how have you responded to them? 
What attitudes and actions is the Lord asking you to display toward your enemies? 
How can you show love and serve your enemies? 
What prayers can you pray on behalf of your enemies? 
What might happen to an enemy as you lovingly pray for and serve them? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to show you how to love and pray for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to love and pray for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are loving and praying for an enemy. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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For Those Who Persecute You         Matthew 5        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love and pray for those who persecute you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will love and pray for those who persecute you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, who can I love and pray for today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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