
But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at 

the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV) 
 

Heart Surgery 
 

That is exactly what I want you to do. What’s that? I want you to look at my heart. Are you really that confident about the 

condition of your heart? No, not at all. Just the opposite is true. I want you to do surgery on my heart. Why is that? I have 

thought things that I wish I had not thought.  I have said things that I wish I had not said. I have done things that I wish I had not 

done. The same question always comes to my mind. What’s that? How could I think what I thought, say what I said or do what I 

did? How do you answer those questions? You and I both know the answer to those questions. Yes, we do, let me hear your 

answer. Everything that I think or say or do comes from what is in my heart. A good barometer of the condition of my heart are the 

thoughts of my mind, the words from my mouth and the deeds of my life. The condition of my heart cannot be hidden from 

anyone, especially not you. That’s right. 

 

So, you want me to do surgery on your heart? Yes, I do. What do you think I will use to do surgery on your heart? You will 

use your word to do surgery on my heart. How will I do that? Your Holy Spirit will take your word and apply it to my life. A day will 

not go by that you won’t use your word to change my heart, transform my mind and guide my life. Your Holy Spirit will use your 

word to fight in me, with me and for me. Your Holy Spirit will use your word to fan flames of desire in me to love you will all my 

heart and mind and soul and strength. Your word will give me the delight and desire to be fully devoted to you. Your word will 

change my thoughts, form my words and guide my deeds. Your word will make me able to know and do your will. Your word will 

make me able to live a life that is pleasing to you. You will never stop using your word to work in and through my life. Use your 

word to do heart surgery in me as I love, follow and serve you. Yes, I will.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I know that you don’t look at the outward appearance. You don’t evaluate me by how good I look. What do you see in my heart? I 

want you to see someone who loves you with all their heart and mind and soul and strength. Let that be me and my heart. Amen 
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  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees 
not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  
 

ESV                                                  1 Samuel 16:7 
 

 

 
  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 
The LORD does not look at the things man looks 
at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart."  
 

NIV                                                    1 Samuel 16:7 
 
 
 
 
    

  Character                      Outward Appearance 
 

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his 
appearance or at the height of his stature, because 
I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as 
man sees; for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  
 

NKJV                                                1 Samuel 16:7 

 

  

 
  Character                       Outward Appearance 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his 
appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The 
LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. 
People judge by outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart.”  
 

NLT                                                   1 Samuel 16:7 
 

     
 

  Character                                  At The Face 
 

But GOD told Samuel, "Looks aren't everything. 
Don't be impressed with his looks and stature. I've 
already eliminated him. GOD judges persons 
differently than humans do. Men and women look 
at the face; GOD looks into the heart."  
 

MSG                                                 1 Samuel 16:7 
 

 

 
  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does 
not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart."  
 

NRSV                                                1 Samuel 16:7 
 

  
  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the Lord said to Samuel, "Don’t judge by a 
man’s face or height, for this is not the one. I don’t 
make decisions the way you do! Men judge by 
outward appearance, but I look at a man’s 
thoughts and intentions."  	   
TLB                                                   1 Samuel 16:7 

 

    

 
  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the Lord said to Samuel, Look not on his 
appearance or at the height of his stature, for I 
have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man 
sees; for man looks on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.  
 

AMP                                                  1 Samuel 16:7 
 

  
  Character                       Outside Of A Person 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t look at how 
handsome Eliab is or how tall he is, because I 
have not chosen him. God does not see the same 
way people see. People look at the outside of a 
person, but the LORD looks at the heart.“  
 

NCV                                                  1 Samuel 16:7 
 

    

 
  Character                      Outward Appearance 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his 
appearance or at the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for God sees not as man 
sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks at the heart."  
 

NASB                                                1 Samuel 16:7 
 

  



Outward Appearance               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Character – 1 Samuel 16:7                                            In Context: Read 1 Samuel 16 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the 
things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But the | LORD | said to Samuel, | "Do not consider | his appearance | or his height, | for I have | rejected him. | The LORD | does not 
| look at | the things | man looks at. | Man looks at | the outward appearance, | but the LORD | looks at | the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that you don’t look at the outward appearance. You don’t evaluate me by how good I look. What do you see in my heart? 
I want you to see someone who loves you with all their heart and mind and soul and strength. Let that be me and my heart. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you seen unqualified leaders chosen based on outward appearance? 
Why will you always be let down by choosing someone based solely on their outward appearance? 
How has the Lord been developing qualities of character in your heart and mind and life? 
How has the Lord set your heart on fire so that you want to love, follow and serve Him? 
How has the Lord used His word to change your heart, transform your mind and guide your life? 
Why will what is in your heart always guide the thoughts and words and deeds of your life? 
Why will the Lord’s work in your heart continue every day until the day you come to live forever in heaven with Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to set you on fire for Him so you will love Him with all your heart and mind and soul and strength. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will set you on fire to love Him with all your heart, and mind and soul and strength. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are fully devoted to loving, following and serving the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Outward Appearance          1 Samuel 16      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love the Lord with all your heart and mind and soul and strength as you follow and serve Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to work in my heart and mind and life today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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