
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. Romans 5:3-5 (NIV)  
 

Know What? 
 

What do you know? What do I know about what? What do you know about difficult trials and painful suffering? I know that I 

would like to avoid difficult trials and painful suffering as much as possible. How about a more serious answer? I am serious. I 

don’t like difficult trials and painful suffering. I get that. How about a more realistic answer? You do know that you will go 

through difficult trials and painful suffering in life? I went through difficult trials and painful suffering. You will too. 

Difficult trials and painful suffering are part of life in this sin broken world that you live in. Yes, I know. That doesn’t mean 

that I must like or enjoy difficult trials and painful suffering, does it? That is a very good question. You didn’t think it was a 

good question when you asked it, did you? No, I did not.  

 

What has happened to you when you have gone through difficult trials and painful suffering? I have drawn near to you. I 

have relied on you to help me through difficult trials and painful suffering. Have I helped you? Yes, you have been very near to 

me when I have gone through trials and suffering. Have you come to know me in a deeper way during your trials and 

suffering in life? Yes, I have come to know your love for me in a deeper way. Is that something to rejoice about? Can you 

give thanks because you have come to know me in a deeper way through trials and suffering? Yes, I can. Then trials and 

suffering are not all bad? I can bring great good even out of trials and suffering? Yes, you can. I’m glad that you know 

that. 

 

What else have I developed in you as you have gone through difficult trials and painful suffering? You have made me 

stronger as I have faced resistance. You have developed perseverance within me. As you have developed perseverance in me 

you have also strengthened my character. What has grown in you as your perseverance has developed and your character 

has been strengthened? Hope has grown in me. Why is that? I have had hope grow in me, because I have known that you 

were working in my life to make me into the person you have called me to be. To do that, what have I been using? You have 

been using my trials and suffering to mold and shape my life. Yes, I have. Why would I do that? You are molding and shaping 

my life because you love me. Yes, I do. You can rejoice in that, can’t you. Yes, I can. Yes, I will. Yes, I am. That is very good. 

 

 

 

 
Lord, I am not a fan of trials and suffering. Help me to endure every one of them. Develop perseverance, character and hope in me as I 

rely on you. I will rejoice in the work you will do in me, through every difficulty. Make me into the person you want me to be. Amen 
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  Character                                Knowing That 

 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  
 

ESV                                                   Romans 5:3-5 
 

 

 
  Character                                      We Know 

 

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint 
us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  
 

NIV                                                    Romans 5:3-5 
 
  
 
    

  Character                                Knowing That 
 

And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  
 

NKJV                                                 Romans 5:3-5 
 

  

 
  Character                                      We Know 

 

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance 
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead to 
disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because 
he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.  
 

NLT                                                    Romans 5:3-5 
 

     
 

  Character                                    Know How 
 

There's more to come: We continue to shout our praise even 
when we're hemmed in with troubles, because we know how 
troubles can develop passionate patience in us, and how that 
patience in turn forges the tempered steel of virtue, keeping us 
alert for whatever God will do next. In alert expectancy such as 
this, we're never left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary—
we can't round up enough containers to hold everything God 
generously pours into our lives through the Holy Spirit!  
 

MSG                                                  Romans 5:3-5 
 
 

 
  Character                                Knowing That 

 

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  
 

NRSV                                                Romans 5:3-5 
 

  
  Character                                      We Know 

 

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they are good for us—they help us learn to be 
patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and 
helps us trust God more each time we use it until finally our 
hope and faith are strong and steady. Then, when that 
happens, we are able to hold our heads high no matter what 
happens and know that all is well, for we know how dearly God 
loves us, and we feel this warm love everywhere within us 
because God has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with 
his love.  
 

TLB                                                    Romans 5:3-5 
     

 
  Character                                Knowing That 

 

Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exult and triumph in 
our troubles and rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that pressure and 
affliction and hardship produce patient and unswerving endurance. 
And endurance (fortitude) develops maturity of character (approved 
faith and tried integrity). And character [of this sort] produces [the 
habit of] joyful and confident hope of eternal salvation. Such hope 
never disappoints or deludes or shames us, for God's love has 
been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been 
given to us.  
 

AMP                                                  Romans 5:3-5 
 
  

  Character                                      We Know 
 

We also have joy with our troubles, because we know that 
these troubles produce patience. And patience produces 
character, and character produces hope. And this hope will 
never disappoint us, because God has poured out his love to fill 
our hearts. He gave us his love through the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to us.  
 

NCV                                                   Romans 5:3-5 
 

    

 
  Character                                Knowing That 

 

And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, 
proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does 
not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  
 

NASB                                                Romans 5:3-5 
 

  



We Know                                   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Character – Romans 5:3-5                                          In Context: Read Romans 5   
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 
given us. Romans 5:3-5 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Not only so, | but we | also rejoice | in our sufferings, | because | we know | that suffering | produces perseverance; | perseverance, 
character; | and character, | hope. | And hope | does not | disappoint us, | because God | has poured out | his love | into | our hearts 
by the | Holy Spirit, | whom | he has | given us. Romans 5:3-5 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I am not a fan of trials and suffering. Help me to endure every one of them. Develop perseverance, character and hope in me as 
I rely on you. I will rejoice in the work you will do in me, through every difficulty. Make me into the person you want me to be. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you be able to rejoice in the Lord as you have gone through difficult trials and painful suffering in life? 
How have you drawn closer to God through difficult trials and painful suffering in life? 
How has the Lord been able to use your difficult trials and painful suffering to develop perseverance in you? 
How are you now stronger because of the difficult trials and painful suffering you have gone through? 
How has the Lord developed your character as you have relied on Him to help you through difficulties? 
Why will you always have hope in the Lord no matter what trial and difficultly you may experience? 
How have you come to know the Lord’s love for you in and through your trials in life? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to help you through every difficult trial and painful suffering in life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will be with you to help you through every difficult trial and painful suffering in life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has developed your character through trials in life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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We Know             Romans 5         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the Lord through every difficult trial and painful suffering you go through in life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on you as I go through difficult trials and painful suffering in life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to develop my character today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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