
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) 

 
An Example 

 
Do you want to be an example that others can follow? That an unusual question. Why is that? How could my life ever be a 

worthy example for others to follow? Why do you ask that? I am a sinner. I haven’t just sinned in the past. I am a sinner in the 

present. I will be a sinner in the future. I haven’t partially sinned against you. I have sinned against you in my thoughts, words and 

deeds. I have sinned by what I have done. I have sinned by what I have left undone. So, you are telling me that you are a 

sinner? So, you are telling me that you need my forgiveness? So, you are telling me that you need my cleansing of all 

your unrighteousness? Yes, I am. Is that not a worthy example for others to follow? Yes, it is. 

 

Let’s explore this topic further. I’m game. You have turned away from your old life of sin. You have asked me to be the 

Savior and Lord of your life. You are no longer allowing your life to be conformed to the values, patterns and practices of 

the world. You have stopped relying on your own understanding. You are no longer relying on your own strength. You 

want to accomplish my purposes. You want to fulfill my plans. You want to live a life that is pleasing to me. You want to 

bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name. You are no longer chasing after all that the world offers. You want 

to store on treasure in heaven with me. You are going where I guide you. You are doing what I ask of you. One day you 

want to hear me say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Is everything that I have said true? Do you desire to live the 

life that I have described? Yes, I want to life my life in all the ways that you have described. Are these desires not worthy of 

imitating? Yes, these desires are worth imitating. I suppose that you want to point out that you are doing none of these 

things perfectly. Well, that’s the truth. Your admission is also worth imitating. 

 

Let’s take this one step further. Alright. You have set apart a special time and place to meet daily with me in my word. You 

are drawing near to me, as I draw near to you. You are allowing my word to change your heart, transform your mind and 

guide your life. You are meeting with me in prayer and worship. You have allowed yourself to be rooted in a body of 

believers. You are allowing yourself to be spurred on in your faith as you spur others on in their faith. You are allowing 

me to work in and through your life. You are engaged in doing the ministry that I have given you to do. Is there anything 

here that is not worthy of imitating? No, everything you have said is worthy of imitating. 

 

Let’s talk about a few more things. OK. The desire of your heart is to know me. You want to know my thoughts and do my 

will. You want to live and walk in an intimate relationship with me. You want to have a constant and ongoing dialogue of 

prayer with me, just as I had with my Father.  Are any desires worthier of imitating than these? No, I’m sure there are no 

desires worthier of imitating than these. You are right. Thank you for giving and granting me all these desires of my heart. Your 

life is an example worthy of following as you keep on imitating me. That is what I will do. That will be very good. 

 

 

Lord, you have set before me an example to follow. I want to think what you thought. I want to say what you said. I want to do what you 

did. In every way, I want to imitate you. Not only that, I want to be a worthy example others can follow as I imitate you. Amen 
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  Discipleship                     Be Imitators Of Me 
 

 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
  

ESV                                            1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

 

 
  Discipleship                    Follow My Example 
 

 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of 
Christ.  
 

NIV                                            1 Corinthians 11:1 
 
  
 

    
  Discipleship                                   Imitate Me 
 

 

Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 
  

NKJV                                          1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

  

 
  Discipleship                                    Imitate Me 
 

 

And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.  
  

NLT                                              1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

     
 

  Discipleship           Remember And Honor Me 
 

 

It pleases me that you continue to remember and 
honor me by keeping up the traditions of the faith I 
taught you. All actual authority stems from Christ. 
  

MSG                                           1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

 

 
  Discipleship                     Be Imitators Of Me 
 

 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
  

NRSV                                          1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

  
  Discipleship                    Follow My Example 
 

 

And you should follow my example, just as I follow 
Christ’s. 
  

AMP                                            1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

    

 
  Discipleship         Pattern Yourselves After Me 
 

 

PATTERN YOURSELVES after me [follow my 
example], as I imitate and follow Christ (the 
Messiah).  
  

AMP                                            1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

  
  Discipleship                    Follow My Example 
 

 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of 
Christ. 
  

NCV                                            1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

    

 
  Discipleship                     Be Imitators Of Me 
 

 

Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  
  

NASB                                          1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

  



Be Imitators Of Me                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Discipleship – 1 Corinthians 11:1                             In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 11 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Be | imitators | of me, | as | I am | of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, you have set before me an example to follow. I want to think what you thought. I want to say what you said. I want to do what 
you did. In every way, I want to imitate you. Not only that, I want to be a worthy example others can follow as I imitate you. Amen  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will your life never be worthy of imitating if you allow it to be patterned after the world? 
How is all that is in the world trying mightily to conform you according to its values, patterns and practices? 
How has the Lord used His word to show you how to follow His example? 
What have you eliminated from your life as an unworthy example for others to follow? 
What are you doing differently because you are following the example Christ has set before you? 
How are you now following Christ’s example in all that you think, say and do? 
How worthy of an example of imitating Jesus Christ is your life for others to follow? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Imitate Jesus Christ in all you think, say and do as you love, follow and serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will make you able to be an example others can follow as you imitate Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are imitating Jesus Christ as you love, follow and serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Be Imitators Of Me          1 Corinthians 11       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you imitate Christ in all you think, say and do so you can be an example for others to follow. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will imitate you in all I think, say and do so I can be an example others can follow. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I imitate you in all I think, say and do so I can be an example for others to follow? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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