
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one 

and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 

seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 1 John 4:7-12 (NIV)  
 

Loved You 
 

How have I loved you? You have loved me without hesitation. You have loved me without limit. You have loved me completely. 

You have loved me without conditions. How so? Well, you came into this world for me. You emptied yourself of all your rights and 

power and authority. You humbled yourself and took on the form of a servant. You lived in this world for me. You died on the cross 

for me. You made it so I could be forgiven of all my sins. You cleansed me of all my unrighteousness. You made it so I could live 

and walk in an intimate relationship with you. You did all of these things not because of me. I had no merit. I was living and 

walking as your enemy. I was living my life apart from you. I was living as if you did not exist. I thought that I would never want or 

need in anyone or anything from you. But, you would not let me go. No, I would not. You pursued me. You watched out for me. 

You came to me when I cried out to you. Yes, I did. You did not greet me with blame and shame. You did not condemn me. You 

welcomed me with your arms open wide. You celebrated my coming to you. You allowed me to taste of your kindness and mercy. 

You revived and refreshed and restored my soul. You lavishly poured your love over me. I now love you because you first loved 

me. That’s right, yes, you do. 

 

What kind of example have I set before you? You have shown me how to love. You have made me able to love. You are now 

asking me to love others just as you have loved me. What would that mean? You want me to love others with your love. You 

want your love to flow in and through me. You want others to be drawn to you through your love flowing through me. You want me 

to be a vessel in which your love can be poured out. You want me to love even those who seem to be unlovable. Yes, I do. Will 

you allow my love to flow through your life? Yes, I will. That will be very good. 
 

 

 

 

 

Father, I was an unlovable person, living my own way and doing my own thing. I was on my own path walking away from you. Yet, 

your love sought me out and drew me back to you. Help me to love others just as you loved me. Amen 
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Identity                              Love One Another  

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 
the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that 
we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.  
 

ESV                                                    1 John 4:7-12 

 

 
Identity                              Love One Another 
 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is made complete in us.  
 

NIV                                                     1 John 4:7-12 
 
    

Identity                              Love One Another  

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested toward 
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at 
any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has 
been perfected in us.  
 

NKJV                                                  1 John 4:7-12 

  

 
Identity                              Love One Another  

 

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes 
from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But 
anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. God 
showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into 
the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real 
love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us 
that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one has ever seen 
God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is 
brought to full expression in us.  
 

NLT                                                     1 John 4:7-12 

     
 
Identity                              Love One Another  
 

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The 
person who refuses to love doesn't know the first thing about God, because God is 
love—so you can't know him if you don't love. This is how God showed his love for 
us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him. This is the 
kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage 
they've done to our relationship with God. My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like 
this, we certainly ought to love each other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we 
love one another, God dwells deeply within us, and his love becomes complete in 
us—perfect love!  
 

MSG                                                   1 John 4:7-12 

 

 
Identity                              Love One Another  

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in 
us.  
 

NRSV                                                 1 John 4:7-12 

  
Identity                              Love Each Other  
 

Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from God and 
those who are loving and kind show that they are the children of God, and that 
they are getting to know him better. But if a person isn’t loving and kind, it 
shows that he doesn’t know God—for God is love. God showed how much he 
loved us by sending his only Son into this wicked world to bring to us eternal 
life through his death. In this act we see what real love is: it is not our love for 
God but his love for us when he sent his Son to satisfy God’s anger against 
our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us as much as that, we surely ought to 
love each other too. For though we have never yet seen God, when we love 
each other God lives in us, and his love within us grows ever stronger.  
 

TLB                                                    1 John 4:7-12 

    

 
Identity                              Love One Another  
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves [his 
fellowmen] is begotten (born) of God and is coming [progressively] to know and understand 
God [to perceive and recognize and get a better and clearer knowledge of Him]. He who 
does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not and never did know Him], for 
God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest (displayed) where we are concerned: 
in that God sent His Son, the only begotten or unique [Son], into the world so that we might 
live through Him. In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins. Beloved, if God loved us so 
[very much], we also ought to love one another. No man has at any time [yet] seen God. But 
if we love one another, God abides (lives and remains) in us and His love (that love which is 
essentially His) is brought to completion (to its full maturity, runs its full course, is perfected) 
in us!  
 

AMP                                                   1 John 4:7-12 

  
Identity                              Love Each Other  
 

Dear friends, we should love each other, because love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has become God’s child and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God 
showed his love to us: He sent his one and only Son into the world so 
that we could have life through him. This is what real love is: It is not our 
love for God; it is God’s love for us in sending his Son to be the way to 
take away our sins. Dear friends, if God loved us that much we also 
should love each other. No one has ever seen God, but if we love each 
other, God lives in us, and his love is made perfect in us.  
 

NCV                                                  1 John 4:7-12 

    

 
Identity                              Love One Another  
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. By this the love 
of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten 
Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time; if we 
love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 
  

NASB                                                 1 John 4:7-12 

  



Love One Another                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Identity– 1 John 4:7-12                                                     In Context: Read 1 John 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 1 John 4:7-12 (NIV) 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Dear friends, | let us | love one another, | for love | comes from God. | Everyone | who loves | has been | born of God | and knows God. 
| Whoever | does not | love | does not | know God, | because God | is love. | This is how | God showed | his love | among us: | He sent 
| his one | and | only Son | into the world | that | we might live | through him. | This is love: | not that | we loved God, | but that | he 
loved us | and sent | his Son | as an | atoning sacrifice | for our sins. | Dear friends, | since God | so loved us, | we also | ought to | 
love | one another. | No one | has ever | seen God; | but if | we love | one another, | God lives | in us | and | his love | is made complete 
| in us. 1 John 4:7-12 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Father, I was an unlovable person, living my own way and doing my own thing. I was on my own path walking away from 
you. Yet, your love sought me out and drew me back to you. Help me to love others just as you loved me. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has it been really difficult to show Christ’s love to someone? 
When have you asked God to help you to love some really unlovable person? 
When has the Lord given you the desire to love someone who is really difficult to love? 
How has the Lord used someone that is unlovable to develop love within you? 
How has God been changing your heart to love others just as He has loved you? 
What has helped you to respond to others with the same love that God has shown to you? 
How much of a blessing has it been for God to develop and express His love in and through you to others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask God to help you to love others in your day-to-day life just as He has loved and gave Himself for you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in our heart?) 
Have faith that God will give you the power to love others just as He has loved you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has helped you to love others with His love. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Love One Another    1 John 4           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love others with the love that you have received from God. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to love others with the love that I have received from you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love others with the love that I have received from you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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