
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:13-14 (NLT) 

 

Clothed With Love 
 

I have been gifted in seeing the faults in others. I have been unable to recognize and see my own faults. I have been hurt and 
wounded by the offensive behavior of others. I have been unaware of how I have hurt and wounded others by my own offensive 
behavior. I have been unforgiving toward those who have hurt and wounded me. I have held on to bitterness and carried resentment. 
I have been nothing like you. How so? I have not loved others like you have loved me. I have not forgiven others like you have 
forgiven me. No, you have not. 
 
What do you want from me? I want to be like you. I want to know you. I want to hear your voice leading me. I want to have your 

hand guiding me. I want to do your will.  I want to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans. I want to live the kind of life that 
you lived. I want to live as a bright and vibrant witness for you in the world. I want to go where you went. I want to do what you did. 
I want you to change my heart and transform mind. I want to think your thoughts. I want to do your will. I want you to remove any 
offensive behavior in me. I want you to clothe me with your love. I want to put on your love. I want to let go of bitterness. I want to 
stop carrying resentment. I want to love like you loved. I want to forgive others just like you have forgiven me. I want your love to be 
working in and through my life. Is that a prayer of yours? Is this what you are asking of me? This is the prayer of my heart. This 
is what I am asking of you. You want what I want. So, I will hear and answer this prayer of yours. 
 
How will you know that I have heard and answered your prayer? You will use me to demonstrate your love. You will use me to 
bring health healing and hope to others. You will use me to bind up brokenness. You will use me to bring people together. You will 
use me to bring about unity where there has been division. You will use me to help others to live in harmony as your life and love 
are living in and through me. Yes, I will and that will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I know that I have my own weaknesses. I know that my behavior has been offensive to others. Help me to make allowances 

for other’s weaknesses. Help me to love and forgive others just as you have loved and forgiven me. Amen 
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  God’s Word                              Bearing With 

 

bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all 
these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 

ESV                                           Colossians 3:13-14 
 

 

 
  God’s Word                                  Bear With 

 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
 

NIV                                           Colossians 3:13-14 
 
 
  
 
    

  God’s Word                              Bearing With 
 

bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if 
anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 
 

NKJV                                         Colossians 3:13-14 
 

  

 
  God’s Word                          Make Allowance 

 

Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive 
anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony. 
 

NLT                                           Colossians 3:13-14 
 

     
 

  God’s Word                          Even Tempered 
 

Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to 
forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as 
the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you 
put on, wear love. It's your basic, all-purpose garment. 
Never be without it. 
 

MSG                                          Colossians 3:13-14 
 

 

 
  God’s Word                                  Bear With 

 

Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 
 

NRSV                                        Colossians 3:13-14 
 

  
  God’s Word                                      Gentile 

 

Be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive 
others. Most of all, let love guide your life, for then the 
whole church will stay together in perfect harmony. 
 

TLB                                           Colossians 3:13-14 
 

 

    

 
  God’s Word                Gentile And Forbearing 

 

Be gentle and forbearing with one another and, if one 
has a difference (a grievance or complaint) against 
another, readily pardoning each other; even as the Lord 
has [freely] forgiven you, so must you also [forgive]. And 
above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves with 
the bond of perfectness [which binds everything together 
completely in ideal harmony]. 
 

AMP                                          Colossians 3:13-14 
 

  
  God’s Word                                  Get Along 

 

Get along with each other, and forgive each other. If 
someone does wrong to you, forgive that person 
because the Lord forgave you. Do all these things; but 
most important, love each other. Love is what holds you 
all together in perfect unity. 
 

NCV                                          Colossians 3:13-14 
 

    

 
  God’s Word                              Bearing With 

 

bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the 
Lord forgave you, so also should you. Beyond all these 
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
 

NASB                                        Colossians 3:13-14 
 

  



Make Allowance                               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
God’s Word – Colossians 3:13-14                                   In Context: Read Colossians 3 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive 
others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:13-14 (NLT) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Make allowance | for | each other’s | faults, | and | forgive anyone | who | offends you. | Remember, | the Lord | forgave you, | so you 
| must | forgive others. | Above all, | clothe yourselves | with love, | which | binds us | all together | in | perfect harmony. Colossians 
3:13-14 (NLT) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that I have my own weaknesses. I know that my behavior has been offensive to others. Help me to make 
allowances for other’s weaknesses. Help me to love and forgive others just as you have loved and forgiven me. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you been frustrated with the weaknesses you have seen in others? 
How sure are you that you have weaknesses that frustrate others? 
When has someone’s behavior been offensive to you? 
When has your behavior been offensive to others? 
How willing are you to make allowances for the weaknesses of others? 
How has Jesus Christ loved and forgiven you despite your weaknesses and offensive behavior? 
How are you loving and forgiving others just as Jesus Christ has loved and forgiven you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Love and forgive others just as the Lord has loved and forgiven you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to love and forgive others just He has loved and forgiven you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are loving and forgiving others who have offended you.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



Make Allowance          Colossians 3              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love and forgive others who have offended you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will love and forgive others just as you have loved and forgiven me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love and forgive others who have offended me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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