
In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are 
like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 1 John 4:17-18 (NIV)  
 

Drives Out Fear 
 

How will love drive out fear in you? That is a good question. I don’t understand the relationship between love and fear. I will help 
you to understand the relationship between love and fear. I’d like that. Let me ask you a few questions. I’m game. What are 
you afraid of? What have been some of the biggest fears that you have faced in life? I have faced the fear of the unknown. I 
have worried about what may come next in life. I have had anxiety with the thought that I might miss out on something critically 
important to my life. I have let my mind dwell on the question, “What happens if I make a wrong turn and fail to go and do your will?” 
You know that I love you, don’t you? Yes, I know that you love me. Do you believe that my love will guard and guide your 

life? Do you believe that my love will not let you miss out on going and doing my will? Can you trust in my love more than 
in the uncertainty of the future? Yes, I can trust in your love. Yes, I believe that your love will protect my future. Yes, I believe that 
your love will guard and guide my life and make me able to know and do your will. Then my love has driven this fear of the 
unknown out of you, hasn’t it? Yes, it has. That’s good. 
 
Name another fear. I have feared failure. Sometimes, my fear of failure has been so strong that I have felt paralyzed by it. What 
have you done when fear has paralyzed your life? When fear has paralyzed my life, I have done nothing. What will doing 
nothing accomplish? Doing nothing will accomplish nothing and lead to certain failure. That’s true. Will my love for you allow 
you to be a failure? Will you ever be a failure in my eyes? Do you know that you are the work of my hands? Do you know 
that I am lovingly making you into my masterpiece? Do you know that I lovingly began a good work in you that I will 
certainly bring to completion? Yes, I believe that you are working in and through my life. I believe that your love will not allow me 
to be a failure. Then my love has cast this fear of failure out of you, hasn’t it? Yes, it has. That’s good. 
 
Let’s talk about one more fear. I have feared death. Why have you feared death? I’m not sure. You can’t say your future, after 
death, is unknown. No, I cannot say my future after death is unknown. I know that on the day of my death, I will come to live forever 
in heaven with you. I will leave this life that is filled with pain and suffering and difficulties for my new and eternal life in heaven with 
you. That’s true. Do you believe that my love has prepared a place for you in heaven? Do you believe that my love has 
made heaven a place far beyond what you could hope for or even imagine? Yes, I do. Then my love for you driven out your 
fear of death, hasn’t it? Yes, it has. Live in my love and you will nothing to fear. Yes, I will. I will let your love drive every fear 
out of me. That will be very good. 

 
 
Lord, my life has been filled with both real and imagined fears of every shape, size and kind. This is no way to live. Thank you for the love 

that we have for each other. Your love is driving fear out of my life because I know that you have everything under control. Amen 
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  Love                                       Casts Out Fear 

 

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because 
as he is so also are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not been perfected in love.  
 

ESV                                                  1 John 4:17-18 
 

 

 
  Love                                      Drives Out Fear 

 

In this way, love is made complete among us so 
that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like him. 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The 
one who fears is not made perfect in love.  
 

NIV                                                   1 John 4:17-18 
 
     

  Love                                       Casts Out Fear 
 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so are we in this world. There is 
no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves torment. But he who fears 
has not been made perfect in love.  
 

NKJV                                                1 John 4:17-18 
 

  

 
  Love                                        Expels All Fear 

 

And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. 
So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but 
we can face him with confidence because we live 
like Jesus here in this world. Such love has no fear, 
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are 
afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows 
that we have not fully experienced his perfect love.  
 

NLT                                                   1 John 4:17-18 
 
     

 
  Love                                        Banishes Fear 

 

This way, love has the run of the house, becomes 
at home and mature in us, so that we're free of 
worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world 
is identical with Christ's. There is no room in love 
for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear 
is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of 
judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love.  
 

MSG                                                 1 John 4:17-18 
 

 

 
  Love                                       Casts Out Fear 

 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love.  
 

NRSV                                               1 John 4:17-18 
 

  
  Love                                Eliminates All Dread 

 

And as we live with Christ, our love grows more perfect and 
complete; so we will not be ashamed and embarrassed at the 
day of judgment, but can face him with confidence and joy 
because he loves us and we love him too. We need have no 
fear of someone who loves us perfectly; his perfect love for us 
eliminates all dread of what he might do to us. If we are afraid, 
it is for fear of what he might do to us and shows that we are 
not fully convinced that he really loves us.  	   
TLB                                                  1 John 4:17-18 
 
 

 
    

 
  Love                          Turns Fear Out Of Doors 

 

In this [union and communion with Him] love is brought to 
completion and attains perfection with us, that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment [with assurance and 
boldness to face Him], because as He is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-
grown (complete, perfect) love turns fear out of doors and 
expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with it the thought of 
punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not reached the full 
maturity of love [is not yet grown into love's complete 
perfection].  
 

AMP                                                 1 John 4:17-18 
   

  Love                                      Drives Out Fear 
 

This is how love is made perfect in us: that we can 
be without fear on the day God judges us, because 
in this world we are like him. Where God’s love is, 
there is no fear, because God’s perfect love drives 
out fear. It is punishment that makes a person fear, 
so love is not made perfect in the person who 
fears.  
 

NCV                                                 1 John 4:17-18 
     

 
  Love                                       Casts Out Fear 

 

By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence in the day of judgment; because 
as He is, so also are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves punishment, and the one 
who fears is not perfected in love.  
 

NASB                                               1 John 4:17-18 
 

  



Drives Out Fear                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Love – 1 John 4:17-18                                                          In Context: Read 1 John 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like 
him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love. 1 John 4:17-18 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
In this way, | love is | made complete | among us | so that | we will | have confidence | on the | day of judgment, | because | in this 
world | we are | like him. | There is | no fear | in love. | But | perfect love | drives out fear, | because fear | has to | do with | punishment. 
| The one | who fears | is not | made perfect | in love. 1 John 4:17-18 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, my life has been filled with both real and imagined fears of every shape, size and kind. This is no way to live. Thank you for the 
love that we have for each other. Your love is driving fear out of my life because I know that you have everything under control. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has God’s love for you and yours for Him driven out your fear of failure? 
How has God’s love for you and yours for Him driven out your fear of rejection? 
How has God’s love for you and yours for Him driven out your fear of harm from others? 
How has God’s love for you and yours for Him driven out your fear of death? 
How has God’s love for you and yours for Him driven out your fear of evil? 
What gives you well founded confidence that you have nothing to fear on the day of judgment? 
How is God’s love providing all that you need now on earth and all that you will ever need in heaven? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow God’s love for you and yours for Him to drive every conceivable fear out of your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you have nothing to fear now and forever because God loves you and you love Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God’s love for you and yours for Him has driven fear from your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Drives Out Fear            1 John 4           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow God’s love to drive fear out of your life as you love, follow and serve Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will allow your love to drive fear out of my life as I love, follow and serve you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, where do I need to let your love drive fear out of my life? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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