
The angel of the LORD asked him, "Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you 
because your path is a reckless one before me. Numbers 22:32 (NIV) 
 

Reckless Path 
 

What path will you walk in life? Where will you go? What will you do? How will you live? I think those questions have already 
been answered. How so? At one time I walked on a dark and dangerous, reckless path. I did what I wanted when I wanted. I lived 
for my own comfort and pleasure. I did what was right in my own eyes. I led my own life. I was the center of my own universe. 
Everything revolved around me. I didn’t want or need anything from anyone else. I was obstinate. I was stubborn. I was filled with 
pride. No one could tell me anything I did not want to hear. I followed my own counsel. That is a dark and dangerous, reckless 
path. How did walking on that path work out for you? Not well, at all. Tell me more. No one can live this life without becoming 
bruised and battered and broken. That is exactly what happened to me. I hit rock bottom. My life was a mess. I reached the end of 

my rope. I had no hope. So, I cried out to you. Yes, you did. What did I do for you? You pulled me up out of the muck and mire 
that was my life. You set me on firm ground. You turned my life around. You became my Savior and Lord. You forgave my sin and 
cleansed my unrighteousness. You set me on a new path of loving, following and serving you. Yes, I did all of this for you. I am 
now desiring to live a life that is pleasing to you. I want to live the life that you have called me to live. Yes, you do. I can see that. 
 
But, it’s time to take a little reality check. How so? Are you still trying to assert your rights? Must people live up to your 
expectations? Will you allow yourself to be mistreated? Will you overlook an offense? Do you need to right every wrong 
that has been committed against you? Before you answer, I want you to know that I do not expect you to live in an ongoing 
abusive situation. I am not calling you to allow your life to be under constant threat. But, know also, that I did not assert 
my rights. I suffered harm. I looked over offenses committed against me. Will you do what I did? Do you want to become 
like me as you follow me? Yes Lord, I want to become like you. I will do what you did. I will not continue to assert my rights. People 
must not live up to my expectations. I will overlook offenses committed against me. That is very good. Now, follow me. Yes Lord, 
I will. That is very good. 
 
 
 
 
Lord, thank you for taking me off a reckless and dangerous path. You rescued me. You turned my life around. You took me off a path that 

led to death. You put me on the path of life. You are my Savior and Lord. Guard and guide my life as I follow and serve you Amen 
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  Miracles         Your Way Is Perverse Before Me 

 

And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, 
I have come out to oppose you because your way 
is perverse before me.  
	  

ESV                                                 Numbers 22:32 
 

 

 
  Miracles              Your Path Is A Reckless One 

 

The angel of the LORD asked him, "Why have you 
beaten your donkey these three times? I have 
come here to oppose you because your path is a 
reckless one before me.  
 

NIV                                                  Numbers 22:32 
 
  
 
    

  Miracles         Your Way Is Perverse Before Me 
 

And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, 
I have come out to stand against you, because 
your way is perverse before Me.  
 

NKJV                                               Numbers 22:32 
 

  

 
  Miracles          You Are Stubbornly Resisting Me 

 

“Why did you beat your donkey those three times?” 
the angel of the LORD demanded. “Look, I have 
come to block your way because you are 
stubbornly resisting me.  
 

NLT                                                  Numbers 22:32 
 

     
 

  Miracles         You’re Getting Ahead Of Yourself 
 

GOD's angel said to him: "Why have you beaten 
your poor donkey these three times? I have come 
here to block your way because you're getting way 
ahead of yourself.  
 

MSG                                                Numbers 22:32 
 

 

 
  Miracles         Your Way Is Perverse Before Me 

 

The angel of the LORD said to him, "Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? I have 
come out as an adversary, because your way is 
perverse before me.  
 

NRSV                                              Numbers 22:32 
 

  
  Miracles                     Headed For Destruction 

 

"Why did you beat your donkey those three 
times?" the angel demanded. "I have come to stop 
you because you are headed for destruction.  
 

TLB                                                Numbers 22:32 
 

    

 
  Miracles      Your Behavior Is Willfully Obstinate 

 

And the Angel of the Lord said to him, Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? See, I 
came out to stand against and resist you, for your 
behavior is willfully obstinate and contrary before 
Me.  
 

AMP                                                Numbers 22:32 
 

  
  Miracles             What You Are Doing Is Wrong 

 

The angel of the LORD asked Balaam, “Why have 
you hit your donkey three times? I have stood here 
to stop you, because what you are doing is wrong.  
 

NCV                                                 Numbers 22:32 
 

    

 
  Miracles           Your Way Was Contrary To Me 

 

The angel of the LORD said to him, "Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, 
I have come out as an adversary, because your 
way was contrary to me.  
 

NASB                                              Numbers 22:32 
 

  



Your Path Is A Reckless One     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Miracles – Numbers 22:32                                              In Context: Read Numbers 22 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
The angel of the LORD asked him, "Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your 
path is a reckless one before me. Numbers 22:32 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
The angel | of the LORD | asked him, | "Why have you | beaten your donkey | these three times? | I have | come here | to oppose you 
| because | your path | is a | reckless one | before me. Numbers 22:32 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for taking me off a reckless and dangerous path. You rescued me. You turned my life around. You took me off a path 
that led to death. You put me on the path of life. You are my Savior and Lord. Guard and guide my life as I follow and serve you Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you walked on a path that was reckless? 
How has walking on a reckless path brought harm into your life? 
What has the Lord used to help you to leave a reckless path so you could turn to follow Him? 
How has the Lord healed and restored you once you left a reckless path to follow Him? 
How has the Lord been leading you on the path of life as you have followed Him? 
What steps are you now taking to make sure that you are following and obeying the Lord? 
How has God’s word helped you to know and do what is pleasing to the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to guard and guide your life so that you will walk on the path of life with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to walk on the path of life with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has redirected your path so you could follow Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



Your Path Is A Reckless One        Numbers 22     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you walk on the path of life following Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.   
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will walk on the path of life as I follow you as my Savior and Lord. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I follow you today as my Savior and Lord? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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