
He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV) 
 

Listening Well 
 

Listening well, that is not my strong suit. Why is that? I think you know why. Yes, I know why. But, do you know why? Yes, I 
know why. But, it’s hard to admit. What’s hard to admit? It’s hard to admit that I am proud. How so? Somewhere, down deep 
inside me I have this feeling that I don’t need to listen. I have the false belief that I already know the answer. I have this assumption 
that I have all I need. I know it all. I am always right. I cannot gain anything by listening to someone else. Do you really believe 
that? Looking at those words, I can’t believe that even a part of me believes them. It is so proud. It is so foolish. It is simply idiotic. 
Yes, it is. But, what would explain my caring far more about what I might say next than to what someone might have to say to me. 
This is not a small problem. This is not a minor flaw. This is a big deal. This is a dangerous mindset. How so? Why is that?  
 

If you can’t listen well to others how well do you suppose you can listen to me? Before you answer, think about what I 
have said to you. You are telling me that how well I listen to others will help me gauge how well I listen to you. Yes, I am. Why do 
you suppose that is? Whatever hinders my ability to listen to others will also hinder my ability to listen to you. That’s right. What 
else? I’m not sure. What else is there? How often have I tried to speak to you through the voice of others? Oh, I see. I get it. 
Do you? Well, I should I say that I understand your question. I have often failed to listen to what you were saying to me through the 
voice of others. How so? You have tried to give me warnings through the voice of others that I have failed to heed. You have tried 
to give me direction through the voice of others that I have failed to follow. You have tried to give me wisdom and knowledge and 
understanding through the voice of others that I have failed to receive. Yes, you have missed my voice as I have tried to speak 
to you. You have not listened well.  
 
Do you want to change? Do you want to become a listener? Yes, I do want to change. Yes, I will become a listener. Why is 
that? I want to know your will and walk in your ways. I want to do what is pleasing in your sight. I want to live the life that you have 
called me to live. So, you will listen attentively to me? You will make it a habit to be listening well? Yes, I will. Here I am now, 
listening to you. Yes, you are. That is very good. 
 
 

 
Lord, I have not listened well. I have not payed attention to your voice speaking to me. I have not met with you in your word to hear what 

you have to say to me. I have been more interested in speaking than listening. No more, I will listen attentively to you. Amen 
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  Wisdom                    Answer Before He Hears 

 

If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his 
folly and shame.  
 
ESV                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                   Answers Before Listening 

 

He who answers before listening-- that is his folly 
and his shame.  
 
NIV                                                  Proverbs 18:13 
 
 
 
 
    

  Wisdom    Answers A Matter Before He Hears It 
 

He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is 
folly and shame to him.  
 
NKJV                                               Proverbs 18:13 

 

  

 
  Wisdom               Spouting Off Before Listening 

 

Spouting off before listening to the facts is both 
shameful and foolish.  
 
NLT                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

     
 

  Wisdom                 Answering Before Listening 
 

Answering before listening is both stupid and rude.  
 
MSG                                                Proverbs 18:13 
 

 

 
  Wisdom              Gives Answer Before Hearing 

 

If one gives answer before hearing, it is folly and 
shame.  
 
NKJV                                               Proverbs 18:13 
 

  
  Wisdom                      Decide Before Knowing 

 

What a shame—yes, how stupid!—to decide 
before knowing the facts!  
 
TLB                                                  Proverbs 18:13 

 

    

 
  Wisdom                              Answers A Matter 

 

He who answers a matter before he hears the 
facts—it is folly and shame to him.  
 
AMP                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

  
  Wisdom     Anyone Who Answers Without Listening 

 

Anyone who answers without listening is foolish 
and confused.  
 
NCV                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                    Answer Before He Hears 

 

He who gives an answer before he hears, It is folly 
and shame to him.  
 
NASB                                               Proverbs 18:13 
 

  



Answers Before Listening        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Wisdom – Proverbs 18:13                                                In Context: Read Proverbs 18 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)        
He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV)                      
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He who | answers | before listening-- | that is | his folly | and | his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not listened well. I have not payed attention to your voice speaking to me. I have not met with you in your word to hear 
what you have to say to me. I have been more interested in speaking than listening. No more, I will listen attentively to you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What would your loved ones say about your abilities as a listener? 
How often do you not recall that someone told you something because you weren’t paying attention? 
How often are you thinking about what you are about to say rather than what someone else has said? 
When have you made a foolish mistake because you did not listen well? 
How are you making yourself attentive to listening to God? 
How are you listening daily to what God has to say through His word? 
When has listening well brought God’s blessings into your heart and mind and life? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Listen attentively to all that God wants to say to you so that He can speak into your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your life will be blessed as you attentively listen to God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has spoken to you as you have listened to Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers Before Listening          Proverbs 18      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to help you to listen carefully so you will be able to answer well. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                  www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 

 


	Devotional Yr 4 Wk 17 Day 3 Wisdom - Proverbs 18-13 - Listening Well
	Yr 4 Wk 17 Day 3 Wisdom - Proverbs 18-13 - Answers Before Listening
	Memory Verse Yr 4 Wk 17 Day 3 Wisdom - Proverbs 18-13 - Answers Before Listening - 10 Versions
	Yr 4 Wk 17 Day 3 Wisdom - Proverbs 18-13 - Answers Before Listening
	Journal Page Yr 4 Wk 17 Day 3 Wisdom - Proverbs 18-13 - Answers Before Listening


	Year: 
	Week: 
	Day: 
	Date: 
	He who  answers  before listening 1: 
	He who  answers  before listening 2: 
	what you have to say to me I have been more interested in speaking than listening No more I will listen attentively to you Amen 1: 
	what you have to say to me I have been more interested in speaking than listening No more I will listen attentively to you Amen 2: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 1: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 2: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 3: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 4: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 5: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 6: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 7: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 8: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 9: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 10: 
	When has listening well brought Gods blessings into your heart and mind and life 11: 
	Seeing It Happen: 
	Have faith that your life will be blessed as you attentively listen to God: 
	Close With Prayer: 
	Pause And Offer Prayers Of: 
	Thanksgiving: 
	Intercession: 
	Confession 1: 
	Confession 2: 
	Year_2: 
	Week_2: 
	Day_2: 
	Date_2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 1: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 3: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 4: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 5: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 6: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 7: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 8: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 1: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 2: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 3: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 4: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 5: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 6: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 7: 
	May you allow the Lord to help you to listen carefully so you will be able to answer well 1: 
	May you allow the Lord to help you to listen carefully so you will be able to answer well 2: 
	May you allow the Lord to help you to listen carefully so you will be able to answer well 3: 
	Lord help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 1: 
	Lord help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 2: 
	Lord help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 1: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 2: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 4: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 5: 
	Lord how will you help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 1: 
	Lord how will you help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 2: 
	Lord how will you help me to listen carefully so I will be able to answer well 3: 


