
A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense. Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) 
 

Overlooks An Offense 
 

Well, I haven’t done this, that is for sure. What haven’t you done? I haven’t overlooked an offense. I haven’t let something go when 
someone has harmed or hurt me. I have kept a record of every wrong that has been committed against me. That is a problem. 
This is no small issue. You might say that this is a very big deal. How so? You tell me, I am sure that you know by now. 
Yes, I do. Holding on to hurts only hurts me. If I don’t let go of a hurt it will only continue to wound me. I will never move on. I will 
never be healed. I will never be made whole. That’s true. What else? If I don’t let go of hurts or overlook offenses I will not be able 
to be a bright and shining witness in the world for you. Why is that? It is the way of the world to hold onto offenses to hold on to 
hurts and never overlook offenses. That kind of behavior is nothing like the example you have set for me. How so? You overlooked 
offenses. You did not hold on to hurts. You were always ready, willing and able to forgive others not long after they hurt you but 

even while they were hurting you. Yes, I did. Do you want to be like me? Yes, I do. I want to be able to love like you loved. I want 
to be able to live like you lived. I want to be able to forgive like you forgave. That is very good. That is very important. Why is that 
so important? You know the answer to that question as well. Let me hear your answer. If I want to be forgiven of my sins, then 
I must forgive others who sin against me. I must be one who overlooks every offense that has been committed against me. That’s 
right. 
 
I tell you one thing. What’s that? I need your help. I need your wisdom. I need your patience. I don’t have the wisdom and power 
and strength in me to wisely and patiently overlook every offense. I desperately need your help. Is that your prayer? Yes, that is 
my prayer. Do you believe that I will hear and answer this prayer of yours? Yes, I believe. I have no doubt in my mind. Yes, I 
will hear and answer this prayer of yours. I will make you able to wisely and patiently overlook every offense so you will 
be a bold and bright witness for me in the world. Thank you, Lord! 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord, I have been unwise and impatient. I have not usually overlooked an offense. I have kept a record of wrongs committed against me. 
Forgive me just as I will forgive others. Use me as your witness in the world as I overlook offenses committed against me. Amen 
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  Wisdom                          Overlook An Offense 

 

Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his 
glory to overlook an offense.  
 

ESV                                                 Proverbs 19:11 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                        Overlooks An Offense 

 

A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his 
glory to overlook an offense.  
 

NIV                                                  Proverbs 19:11 
 
 
 
 

    
  Wisdom                   Overlook A Transgression 

 

The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, 
And his glory is to overlook a transgression.  
 

NKJV                                               Proverbs 19:11 
 
 

  

 
  Wisdom                           Overlooking Wrongs 

 

Sensible people control their temper; they earn 
respect by overlooking wrongs.  
 

NLT                                                   Proverbs 19:11 
 

     
 

  Wisdom                            Forgive And Forget 
 

Smart people know how to hold their tongue; their 
grandeur is to forgive and forget.  	   
MSG                                                Proverbs 19:11 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                          Overlook An Offense 

 

Those with good sense are slow to anger, and it is 
their glory to overlook an offense.  
 

NRSV                                              Proverbs 19:11 
 

  
  Wisdom                              Overlooks Insults 

 

A wise man restrains his anger and overlooks 
insults. This is to his credit.  
 

TLB                                                  Proverbs 19:11 
 

    

 
  Wisdom   Overlooks A Transgression Or An Offense 

 

Good sense makes a man restrain his anger, and 
it is his glory to overlook a transgression or an 
offense.  
 

AMP                                                 Proverbs 19:11 
 

  
  Wisdom                                   Ignore Insults 

 

Smart people are patient; they will be honored if 
they ignore insults.  
 

NCV                                                 Proverbs 19:11 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                   Overlook A Transgression 

 

A man's discretion makes him slow to anger, And it 
is his glory to overlook a transgression.  
 

NASB                                               Proverbs 19:11 
 

  



Overlooks An Offense               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Wisdom – Proverbs 19:11                                                In Context: Read Proverbs 19 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense. Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
A man's wisdom | gives him | patience; | it is | to | his glory | to overlook | an offense. Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have been unwise and impatient. I have not usually overlooked an offense. I have kept a record of wrongs committed against 
me. Forgive me just as I will forgive others. Use me as your witness in the world as I overlook offenses committed against me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What situations are most likely to cause you to become impatient? 
When has being impatient caused you think, speak or act in ways that were unwise? 
How has the Lord been giving you wisdom that will make you far less likely to become impatient? 
When have you wisely and patiently overlooked an offense that was committed against you? 
Why does overlooking an offense stand out so brightly in this dark world? 
How has overlooking an offense made you able to be a bright and fruitful witness for Christ in the world? 
Why will impatience dim the brightness of your witness for Christ in the world? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow God to use you as a witness for Him in the world by overlooking an offense. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will be a more vibrant witness for Christ when you overlook an offence. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have shined brightly for Christ by overlooking an offense. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Overlooks An Offense         Proverbs 19           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you wisely and patiently overlook an offense so you can be a bright witness for Christ. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will wisely and patiently overlook an offense so I can be a witness for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I wisely and patiently overlook an offense so I can be a witness in the world for you today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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