
 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, 
who tests our hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NIV) 

Tested 

 
Have I been tested? Why do you ask? Well, if I have been tested and I have still been given this ministry then I must have passed 
the test. I must have your approval. Does that surprise you? Yes, it surprises me. Surprised is not a strong enough word to 
describe what I am feeling. What are you feeling? I am feeling amazement. How so? The idea that I could pass your test and be 
approved and given a ministry to do for you is astounding. It’s incredible. It is beyond belief. It is very difficult to comprehend. Why 
is that? I am so unworthy. I can’t imagine how I could have passed your test. Think about it. 
 
You are right about two things. What’s that? You are right that you are unworthy. You are right in thinking that you have 
passed my test. Those two thoughts don’t go together. They don’t add up. How do you think you passed my test? For me to 

have passed your test, I think you must have taken it for me. Now, you are on to something. You took the test for me? You made 
me able to pass your test? Which one is it? How could I have possibly passed your test? You tell me. Well, I did admit to you that 
I am unworthy. I have confessed my sin to you. I have asked for your forgiveness. I did receive your cleansing. With all that in mind, 
I can understand how you made me worthy to be able to serve you. You gave me a fresh and clean and new life to live with and for 
you. You became my Savior. Yes, I did. That was the first part of your test.  
 
What was the second part of my test? I am your Savior. Yes, you are. Who else am I? You are my Lord. Yes, I am. What does it 
mean for you to follow me as your Lord? I think of the answer to your question in this way. Your gift a salvation cost me nothing. 
It cost you everything. I did not or cannot earn my salvation. It is a gift. Yes, it is. But, following you as my Lord will cost me 
everything. I will go wherever you guide me. I will do whatever you ask of me. My life is in your hands. I want to know and do your 
will. I want to live a life that is pleasing to you in every way. Will I follow you as my Lord? Yes, I will. That is a test. Yes, it is.  
That is the second part of your test which you have passed. 
 
I want to ask you something. Go ahead. Is it really a difficult and painful struggle for you to follow me as your Lord? Is it 
something you would rather not do? Does it take every ounce of your effort for you to want to know and do my will? No, 
not at all. Why is that? You love me. I love you. My love for you makes it the desire of my heart and the passion of my life to do 
what is pleasing to you. That is very good and pleasing to me. That is how you have passed my test and been given a 
ministry. For that I am thankful and grateful. 
 
 

 
Lord, the idea that I have been approved and entrusted with a ministry to do for you is so exciting. Help me to faithfully serve you through 

any suffering or mistreatment I may experience. It is the desire of my heart to please you. Test my heart and use me. Amen 
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  Heart                                     Test Our Hearts 

 

but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to 
please man, but to please God who tests our 
hearts.  
 

ESV                                         1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

 

 
  Heart                                     Test Our Hearts 

 

On the contrary, we speak as men approved by 
God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not 
trying to please men but God, who tests our 
hearts.  
 

NIV                                           1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 
 

    
  Heart                                   Tests Our Hearts 

 

But as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not 
as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.  
 

NKJV                                       1 Thessalonians 2:4 

 

  

 
  Heart         Examines The Motives Of Our Hearts 

 

For we speak as messengers approved by God to 
be entrusted with the Good News. Our purpose is 
to please God, not people. He alone examines the 
motives of our hearts.  
 

NLT                                           1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

     
 

  Heart                Put Through A Battery Of Tests 
 

Be assured that when we speak to you we're not 
after crowd approval—only God approval. Since 
we've been put through that battery of tests, you're 
guaranteed that both we and the Message are free 
of error, mixed motives, or hidden agendas.  
 

MSG                                        1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

 

 
  Heart                                   Tests Our Hearts 

 

but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so 
we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts.  
 

NRSV                                       1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

  
  Heart                              Examines Our Hearts 

 

For we speak as messengers from God, trusted by 
him to tell the truth; we change his message not 
one bit to suit the taste of those who hear it; for we 
serve God alone, who examines our hearts’ 
deepest thoughts.  
 

TLB                                          1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

    

 
  Heart                                   Tests Our Hearts 

 

But just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the glad tidings (the Gospel), so we 
speak not to please men but to please God, Who 
tests our hearts [expecting them to be approved].  
 

AMP                                         1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

  
  Heart                                   Tests Our Hearts 

 

But we speak the Good News because God tested 
us and trusted us to do it. When we speak, we are 
not trying to please people, but God, who tests our 
hearts.  
 

NCV                                         1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

    

 
  Heart                              Examines Our Hearts 

 

but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as 
pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.  
 

NASB                                       1 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

  



Tests Our Hearts                             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Heart – 1 Thessalonians 2:4                                    In Context: Read 1 Thessalonians 2 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who 
tests our hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NIV) 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
On the contrary, | we speak | as men | approved | by God | to be | entrusted | with | the gospel. | We | are not | trying | to please men 
| but God, | who tests | our hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, the idea that I have been approved and entrusted with a ministry to do for you is so exciting. Help me to faithfully serve you 
through any suffering or mistreatment I may experience. It is the desire of my heart to please you. Test my heart and use me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will the labor that you have been given to do for the Lord never be in vain or without purpose? 
How have you come to know that you have been approved by God and given a ministry to do for Him? 
How are you bearing fruit for God in the ministry that He has entrusted you to do for Him? 
How have you kept on serving God in ministry in spite of going through suffering and mistreatment? 
How has your heart been tested by God as you have loved, followed and served Him? 
How sure are you that you are following, serving and pleasing God rather than men? 
Why are you not seeking glory, approval or anything else from man for the ministry you do for the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to show you the ministry that He has approved and entrusted you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God has approved and entrusted you with a ministry to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your heart has been tested as you have followed and served God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tests Our Hearts          1 Thessalonians 2     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you serve the Lord with all your heart in the ministry you have been approved and entrusted to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to persevere through suffering and mistreatment, as I love, follow and serve you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what ministry have I been approved and entrusted to do for you? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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