
 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it 
keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives 
up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NLT2)  
 

Love Is 
 

I don’t measure up. What do you mean by that? If love is all of these things, then I am not loving. My life does not measure up to 
this standard of love. How so? If I were to insert my name wherever love appears in these sentences, I would come up short. I 
cannot say that I am always patient and kind. There have been many times that I have been jealous or boastful or proud or rude. 
I’m not talking about in the distant past either. I have demanded my own way. When I have not gotten my way, I have been irritable 
and resentful. When I have been wronged, I have not been above keeping score. It has not been easy for me to forget and let go of 
hurts and forgive someone who has hurt me. Maybe, I have not rejoiced at injustice. I hope so. I think so. I doubt that I have rejoiced 

whenever and wherever the truth has won out. Do you see my point? This kind of love is not being fully lived out in my life. I wish it 
were. I want it to be. Is that your hope? Is that your prayer? Are you asking me to grow my love in you? Are you asking me 
to completely change your heart and mind and life? Yes, I am. That’s good. 
 
Then let’s start at the beginning. Where is the beginning? I am the beginning. You love me because I first loved you. Yes, I 
do. I will do my work in you. I will make you able to love others just as I have loved you. I will mold and shape you. I will 
teach and train you. You will become like me as you live in an intimate relationship with me. I believe that to be true. That’s 
good. Because you believe, what won’t you do? I will never give up. I will never lose faith. I will continue to be hopeful. I will 
endure through every circumstance. Your love will continue to work in me. Your love will continue to change me. Your love will make 
me able to love others just as you love me. Yes, it will. I’m counting on your love. That is very good. 
 
 
 

 
 
Heavenly Father fill me with your love. Make me patient and kind. Help me to not be envious, boastful, proud or rude. Keep from being 
self-seeking or easily angered. Guard me from anger, resentment and evil of every kind. Build all of your qualities of love in me. Amen 
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  Love                                                Love Is 

 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  
 

ESV                                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 

 

 
  Love                                                 Love Is 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  
 

NIV                                          1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
 
 
 

    
   Love                                         Love Suffers 

 

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  
 

NKJV                                       1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

   

 
   Love                                                 Love Is 

 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its 
own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice 
but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love 
never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, 
and endures through every circumstance.  
 

NLT                                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
     

 
   Love                              Love Never Gives Up 

 

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. Love doesn't strut, 
Doesn't have a swelled head, Doesn't force itself on others, 
Isn't always "me first," Doesn't fly off the handle, Doesn't keep 
score of the sins of others, Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks 
back, But keeps going to the end.  
 

MSG                                        1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
 

 
   Love                                                Love Is 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  
 

NRSV                                      1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 

  
   Love                                                Love Is 

 

Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never 
boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does 
not demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not 
hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it 
wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever 
truth wins out. If you love someone, you will be loyal to him no 
matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, always 
expect the best of him, and always stand your ground in 
defending him.  
 

TLB                                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
     

 
  Love                                         Love Endures 

 

Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor 
boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display 
itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is 
not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love 
in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-
seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the 
evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. It does not 
rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth 
prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever 
ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under 
all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening].  
 

AMP                                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
   

  Love                                                 Love Is 
 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous, it does not 
brag, and it is not proud. Love is not rude, is not selfish, 
and does not get upset with others. Love does not count 
up wrongs that have been done. Love is not happy with 
evil but is happy with the truth. Love patiently accepts all 
things. It always trusts, always hopes, and always 
remains strong.  
 

NCV                                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
    

 
  Love                                                 Love Is 

 

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does 
not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; 
it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take 
into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  
 

NASB                                       1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 

  



Love Is                                                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Love – 1 Corinthians 13:4-7                                      In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 13 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Love is | patient, | love is | kind. | It does not | envy, | it does not | boast,  | it is not | proud. | It is not | rude, it | is not | self-seeking, 
| it is not | easily angered,  | it keeps | no record | of wrongs. | Love does | not delight | in evil | but rejoices | with the | truth. | It 
always protects, | always trusts, | always hopes, | always perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, fill me with your love. Make me patient and kind. Help me to not be envious, boastful, proud or rude. Keep from being 
self-seeking or easily angered. Guard me from anger, resentment and evil of every kind. Build all of your qualities of love in me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has God’s love in you been developing love that is patient and kind toward others? 
How has God’s love in you been replacing envy, boastfulness and pride in you with contentment and humility? 
How has God’s love in you changed your perspective so you think of others instead of always thinking about yourself? 
How has God’s love in you changed your heart so that you are not rude and easily angered? 
How has God’s love in you helped you to let go of any record of wrongs that have been committed against you? 
How has God’s love in you caused you to no longer delight in evil but to rejoice in the truth? 
How has God’s love, hope, and perseverance in you given you the desire to protect and trust others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow God to fill you with His love so that you will be able to love others just as He has loved you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will enable you to love others with His love. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has helped you to receive and give His love to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Love Is            1 Corinthians 13       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to change your heart and mind so that you can love others just as He has loved you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to love others today just as you have loved me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love others today just as you have loved me? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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