
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 (ESV)  

 

Free 
 

On the one hand, I know that you set me free on the day I came to believe in you. You broke the power of sin over my life. You 
eliminated the gulf between us. You set me free to love, follow and serve you. You gave me a completely new life to live. You 
adopted me into your family. You made me to be your child. You made it possible for me to live and walk in an intimate relationship 
with you. Yes, I did. For that I am and will be eternally grateful and thankful. That’s very good.   
 
What is on the other hand? Before I get to that, I have more to say. Go ahead. You have changed everything about me. My 
thoughts and words and deeds have been radically changed. I do not resemble the person I once was. No, you do not. But I’m not 

completely changed. I make mistakes. I take missteps. I still do sin against you by doing what I should not do. I still sin against you 
by not doing what I should do.  You are telling me you are not perfect? You are telling me that you still need and want my 
forgiveness? You are telling me that you want to become more like me? You want to please me in all that you think, say 
and do, is that correct? Yes, you are correct.  
 
Guess what? What? You will never be perfect in this life. Does that surprise you? It doesn’t surprise me. It does disappoint 
me. I don’t like falling short. I don’t like missing the mark.  Why is that? I don’t want to disappoint you. I don’t want to displease you.  
It would disappoint and displease me if you thought you could become perfect. It would disappoint and displease me if 
you thought you didn’t need me. Well, I want and need you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. Yes, you do and 
that is very good. 
 
There is something that I want you to stop doing. What’s that? I want you to stop thinking that you can and should be 
perfect. I want you to place all your faith in me. I want you to believe that I am molding and shaping your life. I want you to 
trust that I am making you into the work of my hands. I know what I am doing. I will not fail. You are and will become my 
masterpiece. Do you believe me? Do you trust me? Yes, I do. Will you patiently allow my work in you to continue? Will you 
place your faith in me? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
  

Lord, sometimes I am very impatient, and I would like to ask you to speed up the process of you using your word to completely set me 

free right now. I will continue to hold on to your word. I will think and speak and act as one of your disciples as you change me. Amen 
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  God’s Word                          Will Set You Free 
 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in 
him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.”  
 

ESV                                                     John 8:31-32 

 

 
God’s Word                          Will Set You Free 
 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If 
you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free."  
 

NIV                                                      John 8:31-32 
 
 

    
  God’s Word                   Shall Make You Free 

 

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 
"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 
indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free."  
 

NKJV                                                   John 8:31-32 

  

 
God’s Word                           Will Set You Free 
 

Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You 
are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my 
teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.”  
 

NLT                                                      John 8:31-32 

     
 

  God’s Word                                Will Free You 
 

Then Jesus turned to the Jews who had claimed to 
believe in him. "If you stick with this, living out what 
I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then you 
will experience for yourselves the truth, and the 
truth will free you."  
 

MSG                                                    John 8:31-32 
 

 

 
God’s Word                      Will Make You Free 

 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in 
him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free."  
 

NRSV                                                  John 8:31-32 

  
God’s Word                          Will Set You Free 
 

Jesus said to them, "You are truly my disciples if 
you live as I tell you to, and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free." 
  

TLB                                                     John 8:31-32 
 
 

 
    

 
God’s Word                          Will Set You Free 
 

So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in 
Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast to My 
teachings and live in accordance with them], you 
are truly My disciples. And you will know the Truth, 
and the Truth will set you free.  
 

AMP                                                    John 8:31-32 
 

  
God’s Word                       Will Make You Free 

 

So Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “If 
you continue to obey my teaching, you are truly my 
followers. Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.“  
 

NCV                                                    John 8:31-32 
 

    

 
God’s Word                      Will Make You Free 
  

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had 
believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then 
you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free."  
 

NASB                                                  John 8:31-32 

  



Will Set You Free                             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
God’s Word – John 8:31-32                                                     In Context: Read John 8 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” (ESV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
So Jesus | said to | the Jews | who had | believed him, | “If you | abide in | my word, | you are | truly | my disciples, | and | you will | 
know | the truth, | and | the truth | will set | you free.” John 8:31-33 (ESV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, sometimes I am very impatient and I would like to ask you to speed up the process of you using your word to completely set me 
free right now. I will continue to hold on to your word. I will think and speak and act as one of your disciples as you change me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What daily effort are you making to hold on to God’s word? 
How has God been using His word to change your heart, transform your mind and guide your life? 
How are your thoughts, words and deeds now different because you have been holding on to God’s word? 
When have you been impatient with the pace at which God has been using His word to set you free? 
Why must you never become discouraged and discontinue holding on to God’s word? 
Why can you be positive that God will be using His word to mold and shape you until you see Him face to face? 
When have you been almost the last one to recognize that God has been using His word to set you free? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
As one of Christ’s disciples, hold on to His word, so He can set you free. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will be set free as you continue to hold on to God’s word. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has used His word to set you free. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Will Set You Free    John 8               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

Hold on to God’s word, so you will be set free. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will hold on to your word, so you can set me free. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to use your word to set me free? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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