
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV)  
 

Sanctified 
 

What does that mean? What’s that? What does it mean for me to be sanctified? You do know that I chose you? Yes, I know that 
you chose me. You chose me long before I chose you. It was your choosing me that made me able to chose you. It was your love 
that made me able to love you. You pursued me when I was not pursuing you. You drew near to me long before I ever drew near to 
you. I now love you because you first loved me. You pulled me out of the darkness that was my life. You pulled me off the path that 
led away from you. You rescued me from a life without you. You caused me to come to you. I confessed my sin to you. You led me 
to turn my life over to you. You became my Savior and Lord. You adopted me into your family. You made me to be your child. You 
made me Holy in your sight. You gave me a completely new life to live. You have described one way in which you are sanctified. 

How so? You have been set apart and made Holy in my sight. That is one way in which you are sanctified. 
 
In what other way I am sanctified? There is another way in which you are being sanctified. Let me ask you a few questions. 
Go ahead, I’m listening. Since you started following and serving me as your Savior and Lord have there been any changes 
in your life? Are you exactly the same person you once were? Well, when I first turned my life over to you and began to follow 
you as my Savior and Lord there were many immediate changes. Like what? Your Holy Spirit came to live and dwell inside me. I 
left my old life behind to live my new life with you. Many of my old patterns and practices were gone almost immediately, if not 
immediately. I noticed you used the word, “many”. Yes, I did not say, “all’, did I? No, you did not. Every day, since that very first 
day, you have continued to mold and shape my life. You have been using your word to change my heart and transform my mind. 
You have been giving me new thoughts to think, words to speak and deeds to do that are all a part of the new life I have in you. You 
have been helping me to put on the completely new life I have in you. The day by day work that I have been and will continue 
to do in you is how you are being sanctified. This work will continue right up until I come to live forever in heaven with you. Yes, 
it will. I welcome your ongoing work of sanctification in my life. That is very good. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lord, I know I can’t change myself. Thank you that you have and are continuing to change me. On the cross you paid for my sin and 

made me holy in God’s sight. Holy Spirit, change my heart and transform my mind, so that I become more like Christ every day. Amen 
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Holy Spirit                           Sanctification By 
 

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you 
as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by 
the Spirit and belief in the truth.  
 

ESV                                       2 Thessalonians 2:13 
 

 

 
  Holy Spirit                     The Sanctifying Work 

 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers 
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  
 

NIV                                         2 Thessalonians 2:13 
 
  
 
    

Holy Spirit                            Sanctification By 
 

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 
brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the 
beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and belief in the truth,  
 

NKJV                                     2 Thessalonians 2:13 

  

 
Holy Spirit                            Makes You Holy 
 

As for us, we can’t help but thank God for you, dear 
brothers and sisters loved by the Lord. We are always 
thankful that God chose you to be among the first to 
experience salvation—a salvation that came through the 
Spirit who makes you holy and through your belief in the 
truth.  
 

NLT                                         2 Thessalonians 2:13 

     
 
Holy Spirit                    By The Bond Of Faith 

 

Meanwhile, we've got our hands full continually thanking 
God for you, our good friends—so loved by God! God 
picked you out as his from the very start. Think of it: 
included in God's original plan of salvation by the bond 
of faith in the living truth.  
 

MSG                                      2 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 
Holy Spirit                            Sanctification By 

 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers 
and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose 
you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  
 

NRSV                                     2 Thessalonians 2:13 

  
Holy Spirit                              Cleansing You 

 

But we must forever give thanks to God for you, our 
brothers loved by the Lord, because God chose from the 
very first to give you salvation, cleansing you by the 
work of the Holy Spirit and by your trusting in the Truth.  
 

TLB                                        2 Thessalonians 2:13 

    

 
Holy Spirit                     The Sanctifying Work 

 

But we, brethren beloved by the Lord, ought and are 
obligated [as those who are in debt] to give thanks 
always to God for you, because God chose you from the 
beginning as His firstfruits (first converts) for salvation 
through the sanctifying work of the [Holy] Spirit and 
[your] belief in (adherence to, trust in, and reliance on) 
the Truth.  
 

AMP                                       2 Thessalonians 2:13 

  
Holy Spirit                           Makes You Holy  
 

Brothers and sisters, whom the Lord loves, God chose 
you from the beginning to be saved. So we must always 
thank God for you. You are saved by the Spirit that 
makes you holy and by your faith in the truth.  
 

NCV                                       2 Thessalonians 2:13 

    

 
Holy Spirit                            Sanctification By 
 

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the 
beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
faith in the truth.  
 

NASB                                     2 Thessalonians 2:13 

  



The Sanctifying Work               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Holy Spirit – 2 Thessalonians 2:13                          In Context: Read 2 Thessalonians 2 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But we | ought always | to thank God | for you, | brothers | loved by | the Lord, | because from | the beginning | God chose you | to be 
| saved through | the sanctifying work | of the Spirit | and | through | belief in | the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know I can’t change myself. Thank you that you have and are continuing to change me. On the cross you paid for my sin and 
made me holy in God’s sight. Holy Spirit, change my heart and transform my mind, so that I become more like Christ every day. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What changes have you tried to make in what you think, say and do? 
How successful have you been in trying to change what you think, say and do? 
Who is the only one who can change you and make you more like Christ every day? 
How is it that God has chosen you, set you apart and making you more like Christ every day? 
Why is it that the only way to be made holy is by believing in Christ and receiving His forgiveness of your sins? 
How has the Holy Spirit continued to change your heart, transform your mind and guide your life? 
What has the Holy Spirit used to change your heart and transform your mind so become more like Christ? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Holy Spirit to use God’s word to make you more like Christ everyday as you love, follow and serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God has lovingly set you apart and sanctified you, so that you can become more like Christ, every day.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Holy Spirit is making you to be more like Christ every day. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Sanctifying Work  2 Thessalonians 2     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Holy Spirit to make you to be more like Christ every day as you love, follow and serve Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Holy Spirit, do your work in me so that I will become more like Christ every day. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Holy Spirit, how do you want to make me more like Christ today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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