
Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions."  Luke 12:15 (NIV)  

 

More 

 
If you make pursuing wealth and acquiring an abundance of things the goal of your life what will you end up with at the 
end of your life? I will end up with nothing. Wealth and possessions will never permanently be mine. It is the world’s trick and the 
devil’s trap to try to ensnare me in greed and captivate me with a continual desire for more. Yes, it is. 
 
Are all desires for more evil? No, I think you have created me with a desire for more that is good, right and healthy. What do you 
mean by that? Let me first say that I think that there are many good desires from you that the devil and his evil try to distort and 
corrupt. I have this good desire to want to know and love you more. I have this good desire to want to serve you more. It feels like I 

have a holy dissatisfaction within me. I want to bear more fruit for your kingdom and glory. I want to become more like you in all that 
I think, say and do. Those are all very good desires that I have placed in your heart and on your mind. 
 
But, you have had some experience with greed and the continual desire for more that is not good, right and healthy, isn’t 
that true? Yes, it’s sad to say that I have been ensnared by greed and caught in the trap of continually wanting more. How has 
greed and discontent harmed you? I have chased after money and things. I have pursued what I have wanted and had to have. 
I have worked too hard and pursued the wrong goals. Once you have acquired more money and more things how have you 
felt? Acquiring money and possessions has never left me satisfied. There is always something bigger, better or newer that is far 
better than what I have already acquired. Somehow, I have also always needed just a little more money. The pursuit of money and 
things has become like a treadmill that I want to jump off. I can see that.  
 
What is the real cost of being ensnared by greed and caught in the trap of continually wanting more? The entire course of 
my life will be directed by what I pursue. I know that I can’t purse money and things and still live the life you have given me to live. 
Why is that? I won't have time to know, love, follow and serve you if I have decided to make my life all about acquiring wealth and 
possessing things. It’s not just and issue of time either. It’s also a question of the desire of my heart. What do you mean by that? 
There isn’t room enough in my heart and mind to hold on to and pursue both desires. I will either desire you or all that the world has 
to offer. My heart can’t hold on to competing desires that will pull me in opposite directions. No, it cannot. It is impossible to try to 
hold on to both. Yes, it is. So what have you done?  I have made you the pursuit of my life. I want to know and love you more. I 
want follow and serve you better. I want to bear more fruit for your kingdom and glory. I want to live my life with and for you. How 
do you feel about your decision? I feel set free. I feel happy and content. I feel full of the life that you have given me to live! That’s 
very good. 
 
 

Lord, I have been ensnared by greed and caught in the trap of continually wanting more. Forgive me. I know my life does not 
consist of wealth and an abundance of possessions. Thank you that I can live my life with and for you!  Amen 
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  Life                                      All Covetousness 

 

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  
 

ESV                                                        Luke 12:15 
 

 

 
  Life                                    All Kinds Of Greed 

 

Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  
 

NIV                                                         Luke 12:15 
 

    
  Life                           Beware Of Covetousness 

 

And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses."  
 

NKJV                                                      Luke 12:15 
 

  

 
  Life                                  Every Kind Of Greed 

 

Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of 
greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”  
 

NLT                                                         Luke 12:15 
 

     
 

  Life                                    Least Bit Of Greed 
 

Speaking to the people, he went on, "Take care! 
Protect yourself against the least bit of greed. Life 
is not defined by what you have, even when you 
have a lot."  
 

MSG                                                       Luke 12:15 
 

 

 
  Life                                    All Kinds Of Greed 

 

And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions."  
 

NRSV                                                     Luke 12:15 
 

  
  Life               Wishing For What You Don’t Have 

 

Beware! Don’t always be wishing for what you 
don’t have. For real life and real living are not 
related to how rich we are."  
 

TLB                                                        Luke 12:15 
 

    

 
  Life                                      All Covetousness 

 

And He said to them, Guard yourselves and keep 
free from all covetousness (the immoderate desire 
for wealth, the greedy longing to have more); for a 
man's life does not consist in and is not derived 
from possessing overflowing abundance or that 
which is over and above his needs.  
 

AMP                                                       Luke 12:15 
 

  
  Life                                    All Kinds Of Greed 

 

Then Jesus said to them, “Be careful and guard 
against all kinds of greed. Life is not measured by 
how much one owns.“  
 

NCV                                                       Luke 12:15 
 

    

 
  Life                                Every Form Of Greed 

 

Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your 
guard against every form of greed; for not even 
when one has an abundance does his life consist 
of his possessions."  
 

NASB                                                     Luke 12:15 
 

  



All Kinds Of Greed                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Life – Luke 12:15                                                                   In Context: Read Luke 12 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions." Luke 12:15 (NIV)
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then | he said | to them, | "Watch out! | Be on | your guard | against | all kinds | of greed; | a man's life | does not | consist in | the 
abundance | of | his possessions." Luke 12:15 (NIV)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have been ensnared by greed and caught in the trap of continually wanting more. Forgive me. I know my life 
does not consist of wealth and an abundance of possessions. Thank you that I can live my life with and for you!  Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How could greed and the continual desire for more cause you to pursue the wrong course in life? 
How does the world try to feed your heart and mind with greed and the continual desire for more? 
What symptoms might reveal that you are in a struggle with greed and the continual desire for more? 
When has the acquisition of something that you always wanted and had to have failed to make you happy? 
Why will wealth and an abundance of possessions never be your permanent possession? 
How is it possible to be ensnared by greed and the continual desire for more even if you own very little? 
How are you watching out and being on guard against greed taking control of your life? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Watch out and be on guard against any form of greed and continual desire for more taking control of your life  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to watch out and be on guard against greed taking control of your life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are watching out and being on guard against greed in your life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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All Kinds Of Greed           Luke 12            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you watch out and continually be on guard against greed taking control of your life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to watch out and continually be on guard against greed taking control of my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, where am I in danger of greed taking control of my life? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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