
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such 
good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us. 1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV) 

 

My True Home 
 

I think I am just starting to see life in its proper perspective. How so? I am like an alien or stranger just passing through this life. 
This is not my true home. In a very brief amount of time, my life on this earth will be over. It will be nothing but a foolish waste of 
time and effort for me to try to make myself too cozy in this life. After all, I brought nothing into this world, I will take nothing out of 
this world. Why is it significant that see you see the brevity of your life? Why is it important that you identify your true 
home? Why is critical for you to know that you can take nothing out of this world? Well, I will tell you one thing for sure. 
What’s that? The world and all that is in it, is trying to wage war against my soul. How so? The world is trying to captivate me and 

allure me and entice me into pursuing all that it has to offer. Why is that so bad? I really have two choices. I can either pursue the 
life you want me to live or I can pursue the life that the world is trying to entice me to live. I can pursue earthly or heavenly treasure. 
My heart and mind and life can be focused on heaven or on earth. There is no middle ground. I can’t have it both ways. No, you 
cannot. Not only that, time is flying by. I don’t have an unlimited number of days to live. You have given me places to go. You have 
given me things to do. I want to live each day faithfully and fully and fruitfully for you. I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring 
glory to your name. That’s very good. 
 
So, what will you do? How will you live your life differently? I will guard my heart and mind and life from being captivated by 
the world and all that is in it. I will rely on you to help me to live a faithful and fruitful and good life. I will endeavor to be a bold and 
bright witness for you in the world. It will be my hope and desire and plan to do good works that will cause even unbelievers to give 
thanks and praise to you. These will not be my good works. These will be the good works that you give me to do. It is my prayer 
that these good works will help draw a multitude of people to you. Then many will come to know and love and follow you. Then I will 
be storing up treasure in heaven with you. Yes, you will and that will be very good. 

 

 

 
 
 
Heavenly Father, I know I am just passing through this life. This world is not my true home. I am like a stranger in this world. So, I will not 

try to make myself too cozy in this life. Instead, help me to do good works that cause even unbelievers to give thanks to you. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ  Abstain The Passions Of The Flesh  
 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. 
 

ESV                                                 1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ Abstain From Sinful Desires  
 

Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the 
world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against 
your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
 

NIV                                                  1 Peter 2:11-12 
 
 

    
Becoming Like Christ Abstain From Fleshly Lusts 
 

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having 
your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your 
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 
 

NKJV                                               1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ  Keep Away From Worldly Desires  
 

Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and 
foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires that wage 
war against your very souls. Be careful to live properly 
among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 
behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges 
the world. 
 

NLT                                                  1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ   Don’t Make Yourself Cozy  
 

Friends, this world is not your home, so don't make 
yourselves cozy in it. Don't indulge your ego at the 
expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the 
natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. 
Then they'll be won over to God's side and be there to 
join in the celebration when he arrives. 
 

MSG                                                1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ Abstain The Desires Of The Flesh  
 

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from 
the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul.  
Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so 
that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see 
your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes 
to judge. 
 

NRSV                                              1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

  
Becoming Like Christ Keep Away From The Evil Pleasures  
 

Dear brothers, you are only visitors here. Since your real 
home is in heaven, I beg you to keep away from the evil 
pleasures of this world; they are not for you, for they 
fight against your very souls. Be careful how you behave 
among your unsaved neighbors; for then, even if they 
are suspicious of you and talk against you, they will end 
up praising God for your good works when Christ 
returns. 
 

TLB                                                 1 Peter 2:11-12 
 
 

 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ Abstain The Sensual Urges  
 

Beloved, I implore you as aliens and strangers and exiles [in 
this world] to abstain from the sensual urges (the evil desires, 
the passions of the flesh, your lower nature) that wage war 
against the soul. Conduct yourselves properly (honorably, 
righteously) among the Gentiles, so that, although they may 
slander you as evildoers, [yet] they may by witnessing your 
good deeds [come to] glorify God in the day of inspection [when 
God shall look upon you wanderers as a pastor or shepherd 
looks over his flock]. 
 

AMP                                                1 Peter 2:11-12 
 
  

Becoming Like Christ Avoid The Evil Things Your Bodies Want  
 

Dear friends, you are like foreigners and strangers in 
this world. I beg you to avoid the evil things your bodies 
want to do that fight against your soul. People who do 
not believe are living all around you and might say that 
you are doing wrong. Live such good lives that they will 
see the good things you do and will give glory to God on 
the day when Christ comes again.  
 

NCV                                                1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ Abstain From Fleshly Lusts  
 

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain 
from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so 
that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
 

NASB                                              1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

  



Abstain From Sinful Desires      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 Peter 2:11-12                             In Context: Read 1 Peter 2 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day he visits us. 1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Dear friends, | I urge you, | as aliens | and | strangers | in | the world, | to abstain | from | sinful desires, | which war | against | your 
soul. | Live | such | good lives | among | the pagans | that, | though they | accuse you | of | doing wrong, | they | may see | your good 
deeds | and | glorify God | on | the day | he visits | us. 1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I know I am just passing through this life. This world is not my true home. I am like a stranger in this world. So, I will 
not try to make myself too cozy in this life. Instead, help me to do good works that cause even unbelievers to give thanks to you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How will regarding yourself as a stranger in this world help you to put how you see life in the proper perspective? 
How are you living your life differently because you know that you are like a stranger passing through this life? 
Why is a foolish waste of time and effort to try to make yourself completely cozy in the life? 
What worldly desires are most dangerously trying to wage war against your soul? 
How are you guarding your life so you will remain a faithful and fruitful witness for Christ in this world? 
What good deeds are coming out of your life and are easily visible for all to observe?  
How will even unbelievers be able to give thanks and praise to God for the good works they see you doing? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Know that you are a stranger and alien in this world as you faithfully and fruitfully do good works for the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to live a faithful and fruitful life as a stranger or alien passing through this world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group why unbelievers might thank God for your good works. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Abstain From Sinful Desires  1 Peter 2           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you abstain from worldly desires as you do the good works God gives you to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will abstain from world desires as I do the good works you give me to do for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what good works can I do for you as I abstain from worldly desires in this world? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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