
 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own 
life--he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  
Luke 14:26-27 (NIV)  
 

First Place 
 

You have first place in my heart and mind and life. I hesitate to use that expression. Why is that? Saying you have first place in my 
life seems to indicate that other things are in the running. Nothing is also in the race for my heart and mind and life. Nothing else 
places or shows. Nothing comes close to my desire to be fully devoted to you. That is very good. 
 
I understand that I should have counted the cost of being your disciple. I know that your gift of salvation is a free gift. I also know 
that being fully devoted to you will cost me everything. I hesitate to think in terms of counting the costs of being your disciple. I will 

move forward with that idea only because it is in your word. Why is that? What is your hesitancy? Counting the costs seems to 
indicate that there might be some value on each side of the scale. There is no value in not being your disciple. If I were to decide to 
not be your disciple, I would be wasting my life. It would be a disaster to one day look back at what it cost me to not be your disciple. 
In fact, I could say it will cost me just as much to be or not be your disciple. Each choice will cost my life. That is true. So, I have 
finished counting the cost. I want to be your disciple. That is very good. 
 
You know, even though it will cost me everything to be your disciple, that cost is not burdensome to me. Why is that? I love you 
with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. How much of a burden is it to do what pleases the one you love? How much of a 
burden will it be for me to follow and serve you? None at all. Will I sit around waiting to follow and obey you? No, I will look for ways 
to follow and obey you. It will be my delight to do what pleases you. That is very good. 
 
Will I love and follow and serve you perfectly? Will I always do what is pleasing to you? No, not perfectly. No, not always. But you 
will help me. You will keep me on course. You will help me to keep on loving and following and serving you. You will make me able 
to live as your disciple in the world. You will help me to live the life you have called me to live. Yes, I will. You can be certain of 
that. For that, I am thankful beyond measure. That is very good. 
 

 
 
 

Lord, you have first place in my life. Nothing else competes. Nothing else places or shows. I am devoted to you. I love you with all my 

heart, mind, soul and strength. Help me to live as one of your servants. Help me to be one of your disciples. I will follow you. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                     Copying not permitted                          www.GrowingAsDisciples.com	



 
 

                                                                     
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own 
father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple.  
 

ESV                                                   Luke 14:26-27 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and 
mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--
yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. And 
anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 
 

NIV                                                    Luke 14:26-27 
 
  
     

Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 
his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever 
does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be 
My disciple. 
 

NKJV                                                 Luke 14:26-27 
 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

“If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone 
else by comparison—your father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not 
carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my 
disciple. 
 

NLT                                                    Luke 14:26-27 
 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

"Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of 
father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters—yes, 
even one's own self!—can't be my disciple. Anyone who 
won't shoulder his own cross and follow behind me can't 
be my disciple. 
 

MSG                                                  Luke 14:26-27 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
 

NRSV                                                Luke 14:26-27 
 

  
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

 "Anyone who wants to be my follower must love me far more 
than he does his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or 
sisters—yes, more than his own life—otherwise he cannot be 
my disciple. And no one can be my disciple who does not carry 
his own cross and follow me. 
 

TLB                                                   Luke 14:26-27 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his [own] father and 
mother [in the sense of indifference to or relative disregard for 
them in comparison with his attitude toward God] and [likewise] 
his wife and children and brothers and sisters—[yes] and even 
his own life also—he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not 
persevere and carry his own cross and come after (follow) Me 
cannot be My disciple. 
 

AMP                                                  Luke 14:26-27 
 
  

Becoming Like Christ              My Follower 

 

“If anyone comes to me but loves his father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, or sisters—or even life—more than me, he 
cannot be my follower.  Whoever is not willing to carry the cross 
and follow me cannot be my follower. 
 

NCV                                                  Luke 14:26-27 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ               My Disciple 

 

"If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. "Whoever does not 
carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
 

NASB                                                Luke 14:26-27 
 

  



My Disciple                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Luke 14:26-27                                 In Context: Read Luke 14 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life-
-he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:26-27 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"If anyone | comes to me | and | does not | hate his father | and | mother, | his wife | and | children, | his brothers | and | sisters--
yes, | even his | own life--| he cannot be | my disciple. | And anyone | who | does not | carry | his cross | and | follow me | cannot be 
| my disciple. Luke 14:26-27 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, you have first place in my life. Nothing else competes. Nothing else places or shows. I am devoted to you. I love you with all my 
heart, mind, soul and strength. Help me to live as one of your servants. Help me to be one of your disciples. I will follow you. Amen  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How have you counted the cost of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
How has your love for Jesus Christ made you want to follow and serve Him at all costs?  
How does your love for Jesus Christ make it not burdensome to follow and obey him? 
What have you left behind because Jesus Christ now occupies first place in your heart and mind and life? 
What have you been able to endure because you are following Jesus Christ as His disciple? 
What have you suffered because you are following Jesus Christ as His disciple? 
How have you taken on the form of a servant because you are following Jesus Christ as His disciple? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Love Jesus Christ with all your heart, mind, soul and strength so you can live as His disciple in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that Jesus Christ will make you able to love Him and live as His disciple in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your love for Christ has made you able to live as His disciple. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Disciple            Luke 14           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you, as Christ’s disciple, love Him with all your heart and mind and soul and strength. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, as your disciple, I will love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love you and live fully as your disciple today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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