
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for 
you?" he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17 (NIV) 

 

Do For Others 
 

I will do that. You will do what? I will do for others what you have done for me. What have I done for you? What haven’t you done 
for me? I could start listing what you have done, are doing and will do for me; that list would never end. I will say that everything you 
have done for me can be categorized as being sacrificial. You gave your all for me. You poured yourself out for me. You gave your 
life completely for me. You humbled yourself and came into this world to die for me. You paid for my sins by your death on a cross. 

You made it so I could be cleansed of my unrighteousness. You filled me with your spirit. You have lavished me with your love. You 
have shown me your kindness and mercy. You have allowed me to taste of your goodness. You made it so I could live in an intimate 
relationship with you. You are now leading and guiding me through life. You are molding and shaping me. You are making me into 
your masterpiece. I now love you because you first loved me. You are now using me to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory 
to your name. One day, I will come to live in the place you have prepared for me in heaven. Yes, I have done all of these things 
for you. 
 
What do you want to do for me? What don’t I want to do for you? Your love for me and my love for you has made following and 
serving you not burdensome to me. I want to go and do what you ask of me. I am looking for ways to do what is pleasing in your 
sight. I want to serve others just as you have served me. I want to follow your example. I want to give myself fully to you in service 
to others. I want to pour myself out in ministry to others. I will go where you send me to do what you ask of me. Will you ask me to 
do what is uncomfortable and unpleasant? Will you ask me to do what is taxing and difficult? Yes, you will, I have no doubt about 
that. But, it is the desire of my heart to be used by you. I want your kindness and mercy and love to flow through me so that others 
will be drawn to you. These are the things that I want to do for you and for others. That is very good. I will use you as my servant 
and witness in the world. Thank you, Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
Lord, you have given me an example to follow. You gave yourself completely in serving others. You went and did what your Heavenly 

Father asked of you. That is exactly what I will do; I will go and do all that you ask of me, so I can be your witness in the world. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ   Given You An Example 

 

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  
For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 
  

ESV                                                   John 13:12-17 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Set You An Example 

 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 
and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have 
done for you?" he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 
'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. 
 

NIV                                                    John 13:12-17 
     

  Becoming Like Christ   Given You An Example 
 

So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and 
sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have 
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, 
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 
given you an example, that you should do as I have done to 
you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  
 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
 

NKJV                                                 John 13:12-17 
 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Given You An Example 

 

After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down 
and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I 
am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example to follow. Do as I have done to you. I tell you the truth, 
slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger 
more important than the one who sends the message. Now that 
you know these things, God will bless you for doing them. 
 

NLT                                                    John 13:12-17 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ      Laid Down A Pattern 
 

After he had finished washing their feet, he took his robe, put it 
back on, and went back to his place at the table. Then he said, 
"Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me 
as 'Teacher' and 'Master,' and rightly so. That is what I am.  
So if I, the Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you must 
now wash each other's feet. I've laid down a pattern for you. 
What I've done, you do.  I'm only pointing out the obvious. A 
servant is not ranked above his master; an employee doesn't 
give orders to the employer. If you understand what I'm telling 
you, act like it—and live a blessed life. 
  

MSG                                                  John 13:12-17 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Set You An Example 

 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I 
have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them. 
 

NRSV                                                John 13:12-17 
   

  Becoming Like Christ  Given You An Example 
 

After washing their feet he put on his robe again and sat down 
and asked, "Do you understand what I was doing? You call me 
’Master’ and ’Lord,’ and you do well to say it, for it is true. And 
since I, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
ought to wash each other’s feet.  I have given you an example 
to follow: do as I have done to you. How true it is that a servant 
is not greater than his master. Nor is the messenger more 
important than the one who sends him. You know these 
things—now do them! That is the path of blessing. 
 

TLB                                                   John 13:12-17 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ Given You This As An Example 

 

So when He had finished washing their feet and had put on His 
garments and had sat down again, He said to them, Do you understand 
what I have done to you? You call Me the Teacher (Master) and the 
Lord, and you are right in doing so, for that is what I am. If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher (Master), have washed your feet, you ought [it is your 
duty, you are under obligation, you owe it] to wash one another's feet. 
For I have given you this as an example, so that you should do [in your 
turn] what I have done to you. I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, A 
servant is not greater than his master, and no one who is sent is superior 
to the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed and happy 
and to be envied are you if you practice them [if you act accordingly and 
really do them]. 
 

AMP                                                  John 13:12-17 
   

  Becoming Like Christ     Did This As An Example 
 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 
and sat down again. He asked, “Do you understand what I have 
just done for you? You call me ’Teacher’ and ’Lord,’ and you 
are right, because that is what I am. If I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash each other’s feet.  
I did this as an example so that you should do as I have done 
for you. I tell you the truth, a servant is not greater than his 
master. A messenger is not greater than the one who sent him.  
 If you know these things, you will be happy if you do them. 
 

NCV                                                  John 13:12-17 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Gave You An Example 

 

So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments 
and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know 
what I have done to you? "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and 
you are right, for so I am. "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  
"For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to 
you. "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his 
master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent 
him. "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
 

NASB                                                John 13:12-17 
 
  



Set You An Example                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Becoming Like Christ – John 13:12-17                                 In Context: Read John 13 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" 
he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the 
truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
When | he had | finished washing | their feet, | he put on | his clothes | and returned | to his place. | "Do you understand what | I have 
done | for you?" | he asked them. | "You call me | 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' | and rightly so, | for that is | what I am. | Now that I, | your 
Lord and Teacher, | have washed | your feet, | you also | should wash | one another's feet. | I have | set you | an example | that you | 
should do | as I have | done for you. | I tell you | the truth, | no servant | is greater than | his master, | nor is | a messenger | greater 
than | the one | who sent him. | Now that | you know | these things, | you will | be blessed | if you | do them.  
John 13:12-17 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, you have given me an example to follow. You gave yourself completely in serving others. You went and did what your Heavenly 
Father asked of you. That is exactly what I will do; I will go and do all that you ask of me, so I can be your witness in the world. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you following Christ’s example by going and doing what He has asked of you? 
How will following Christ’s example make you able to be a witness for Him in the world? 
When have you come to realize that you weren’t fully following Christ’s example? 
Why can you be certain that Christ will sometimes ask you to do what is uncomfortable and unpleasant? 
When has your faith and obedience been tested by something Christ asked you to go and do for Him? 
Why will your faith in and obedience to Christ be required if you want to be able to bear fruit for Him? 
How has your love for Christ made it not burdensome for you to go and do what He asks of you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Follow Christ’s example by going and doing all He asks you to do in serving others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to live as His example and witness in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how Christ has asked you to be a servant to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Set You An Example           John 13           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you follow the example that Christ has set before you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will follow the example you have set before me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I follow the example you have set before me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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