
For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. 1 Corinthians 4:20 (NLT2) 

 

 
Lot Of Talk 

 
I have seen and heard far too much of that. You seen and heard far too much of what? I have seen and heard far too much talk. 
I have seen far too little power. What do you mean by too much talk and too little power? Let me clarify something before I go 
too much farther. Go ahead. When I say that I have I have seen far too much talk and far too little power I am talking both about in 
my life and in the world around me. I am commenting just as much about myself as I am about the world around me. What kind of 
power are you hoping to hear and see far more of your life and in the world? I am hoping to hear and see far more of your 
power at work in and through my life and in the world around me. Let me be clear, I am hoping to hear and see your power at work 

so that your purposes and plan will be accomplished, and glory will be brought to your name. I have no desire to make a name for 
myself. I don’t want to be the center of attention. I don’t want anyone to be drawn to me. Self-interest is not driving my desire to see 
you powerfully at work in my life or in the world around me. I want your power to bring you glory and draw a multitude of people to 
you. I want to see a rich harvest for your kingdom. That is very good. 
 
Why do you think you have seen far too little of my power working in and through your life and in the world around you? 
There could be any number of reasons. Name a few. I could have something in my life that is hindering your power to be at work in 
and through me. I could be asking amiss or not asking at all for your power to be at work in me or in the world around me. I could 
be relying far too much on my own thoughts, wisdom and ideas. I could be praying with wrong motives. I might not be praying 
according to your will. You might want me to be more fervent and persistent in prayer. You might want to draw me far deeper in my 
relationship with you. Could all of these be true at one time or another? Yes, that is a very distinct possibility. Could you go 
wrong by drawing nearer to me? Could you make a mistake by being more fervent and persistent in your prayers? I doubt 
it, certainly not. Will I show you if you are praying amiss? Will I help you to see and remove what is hindering your prayers? 
Without a doubt. Will keep on coming to me? Will you keep on praying to me? Will you rely on me rather than on yourself? 
Yes, I will. Then you will see my power at work in you and in the world around you. Thank you, Lord. 
 

 
 
 

Lord, I have seen and heard far too much talk and too little of your power at work. Remove anything from my life that will hinder your 

power to work in and through me to accomplish your purposes and bring you glory. I will come to rely on you and your power. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                     Copying not permitted                          www.GrowingAsDisciples.com	



 
 

                                                                     
  Becoming Like Christ             But In Power 

 

For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but 
in power. 
 

ESV                                            1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ             But Of Power 

 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but 
of power. 
 

NIV                                              1 Corinthians 4:20 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ             But In Power 

 

For the kingdom of God is not in word but in 
power. 
 

NKJV                                         1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ       Living By God’s Power 

 

For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is 
living by God’s power.  
 

NLT                                              1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ    An Empowered Life 
 

God's Way is not a matter of mere talk; it's an 
empowered life.  
 

MSG                                           1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ            But On Power 

 

For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on 
power. 
 

NRSV                                          1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ      Living By God’s Power 

 

The Kingdom of God is not just talking; it is living 
by God’s power. 
 

TLB                                           1 Corinthians 4:20 
 
 

 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 But Power 

 

For the kingdom of God consists of and is based 
on not talk but power (moral power and excellence 
of soul). 
 

AMP                                            1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ             But In Power 

 

because the kingdom of God is present not in talk 
but in power. 
 

NCV                                            1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ             But In Power 

 

For the kingdom of God does not consist in words 
but in power. 
 

NASB                                          1 Corinthians 4:20 
 

  



Living By God’s Power                  Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 Corinthians 4:20                In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. 1 Corinthians 4:20 (NLT) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
For | the Kingdom | of God | is not | just | a lot | of talk; | it is | living by | God’s power. 1 Corinthians 4:20 (NLT) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have seen and heard far too much talk and too little of your power at work. Remove anything from my life that will hinder your 
power to work in and through me to accomplish your purposes and bring you glory. I will come to rely on you and your power. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you seen far too much talk and far too little of God’s power at work in the world? 
Why will talk, worldly wisdom and strategies of mankind never result in God’s power to be at work in the world? 
What will certainly hinder God’s power to be at work in and through your life? 
When have you asked God to be powerfully at work in a situation? 
When has God heard and answered your prayer for Him to be powerfully working in a situation? 
When have you seen God’s power dramatically accomplish His purposes and bring Him glory? 
What prayers are you now praying for God to be powerfully at work in a situation? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the power of God to work in and through you to accomplishes His purposes and bring Him glory. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you can rely on the power of God to work in and through you for His purposes and glory. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when the power of God has been working in and through you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Living By God’s Power         1 Corinthians 4         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on God’s power to work in and through your life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on your power to work in and through my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to work in and through my life to accomplish your purposes? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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