
 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth 
of the fool gushes folly. The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. The tongue that 
brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. Proverbs 15:1-4 (NIV)  
 

My Words 
 

I have spoken words that I deeply regret. No, I have not spoken soft and gentle words that have turned away wrath. Instead, I have 
fought fire with fire. How so? I have returned harsh words spoken against me with probably even harsher words of my own. How 
has that worked out for you? Not, well. My own harsh words have stirred up even more anger. What would you have rather 
done? I would have rather spoken soft and kind and gentle words. I would have rather spoken life-giving words that bring healing. 
In the heat of battle, in the middle of an argument, those words do not seem to be within me. That’s not good. No, it’s not. 
 

What do you think you need? First, I need your forgiveness. You are forgiven. Then I need lots of your help. I think you need to 
change my heart and mind so that your words will come out of my mouth. I need you to store up in me, a reservoir of soft and gentle 
and kind, life-giving words, that spill out of me not just in the heat of battle in the middle of an argument, but at all times. Is that a 
prayer request of yours? That is definitely a prayer request of mine. That’s good. 
 
How do you think I will change your heart and mind? How do you think I will store up in you a reservoir of soft and gentle 
and kind, life giving words that will spill out of you? First, I have a lot of thoughts that need to be kicked out of my heart and 
mind. My thoughts need to be replaced by your thoughts. My words need to be replaced with your words. How will you come to 
know my thoughts? How will you come to speak my words? I can only know and speak your thoughts by coming to know you. 
That’s true. How will you come to know me? I will draw near to you. I will meet with you in your word. I will listen to everything 
you have to say to me. I will take your word deep into my heart and mind and life. I will allow your word to dwell in me richly. Your 
word will change my heart and transform my mind. Yes, it will. As I keep drawing near to you, you will help me to begin to think 
your thoughts and speak your words. My old thoughts will be replaced with your thoughts. My old words will be replaced with your 
words. Yes, they will. Keep on drawing near to me. Keep on meeting with me in my word. Then you will have what you have 
asked of me. That is what I will do. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I have not been careful with my words. I have too quickly spoken what was on my mind. I have spoken foolish words that stirred up 

anger. I have spoken harsh words that crushed the spirit. Forgive me. Help me to speak life-giving words that bring healing. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ           A Soft Answer 

 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the 
mouths of fools pour out folly. The eyes of the LORD are in 
every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. A gentle 
tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 
 

ESV                                                Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ        A Gentle Answer 

 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the 
mouth of the fool gushes folly. The eyes of the LORD are 
everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. The 
tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue 
crushes the spirit. 
 

NIV                                                 Proverbs 15:1-4 
 
 
  
     

  Becoming Like Christ           A Soft Answer 
 

A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, But the 
mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. The eyes of the LORD 
are in every place, Keeping watch on the evil and the good. A 
wholesome tongue is a tree of life, But perverseness in it 
breaks the spirit. 
 

NKJV                                              Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ        A Gentle Answer 

 

A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers 
flare. The tongue of the wise makes knowledge appealing, but 
the mouth of a fool belches out foolishness. The LORD is 
watching everywhere, keeping his eye on both the evil and the 
good. Gentle words are a tree of life; a deceitful tongue crushes 
the spirit. 
 

NLT                                                 Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ    A Gentle Response 
 

A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a 
temper-fire. Knowledge flows like spring water from the wise; 
fools are leaky faucets, dripping nonsense. GOD doesn't miss a 
thing— he's alert to good and evil alike. Kind words heal and 
help; cutting words wound and maim. 
 

MSG                                              Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ           A Soft Answer 

 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise dispenses knowledge, but the 
mouths of fools pour out folly. The eyes of the LORD are in 
every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. A gentle 
tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 
 

NRSV                                             Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ        A Gentle Answer 

 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh words cause 
quarrels. A wise teacher makes learning a joy; a rebellious 
teacher spouts foolishness. The Lord is watching everywhere 
and keeps his eye on both the evil and the good. Gentle words 
cause life and health; griping brings discouragement. 
 

TLB                                                Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ           A Soft Answer 

 

A SOFT answer turns away wrath, but grievous words stir up 
anger. The tongue of the wise utters knowledge rightly, but the 
mouth of the [self-confident] fool pours out folly. The eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, keeping watch upon the evil and the 
good. A gentle tongue [with its healing power] is a tree of life, 
but willful contrariness in it breaks down the spirit. 
 

AMP                                               Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ        A Gentle Answer 

 

A gentle answer will calm a person’s anger, but an unkind 
answer will cause more anger. Wise people use knowledge 
when they speak, but fools pour out foolishness. The LORD’S 
eyes see everything; he watches both evil and good people. As 
a tree gives fruit, healing words give life, but dishonest words 
crush the spirit. Proverbs 15:1-4 (NCV)  
 

NCV                                                Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ        A Gentle Answer 

 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, 
But the mouth of fools spouts folly. The eyes of the LORD are 
in every place, Watching the evil and the good. A soothing 
tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit. 
 

NASB                                             Proverbs 15:1-4 
 

  



A Gentle Answer                              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Proverbs 15:1-4                         In Context: Read Proverbs 15 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the 
fool gushes folly. The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. The tongue that brings healing is a 
tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. Proverbs 15:1-4 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
A gentle answer | turns away wrath, | but | a harsh word | stirs up anger. | The tongue | of the wise | commends knowledge, | but 
the mouth | of the fool | gushes folly. | The eyes | of the LORD | are everywhere, | keeping watch | on the wicked | and the good. | 
The tongue | that brings healing | is a | tree of life, | but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. Proverbs 15:1-4 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not been careful with my words. I have too quickly spoken what was on my mind. I have spoken foolish words that stirred 
up anger. I have spoken harsh words that crushed the spirit. Forgive me. Help me to speak life-giving words that bring healing. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you spoken a harsh word that stirred up anger? 
When have you foolishly spoken words that crushed someone’s spirit? 
When have you given a gentle answer that turned away someone’s wrath? 
When have you spoken words that brought healing and gave life to someone? 
How has knowing that the Lord is watching you caused you to be careful with your words? 
Why will you be almost certainly be known by the words that come out of your mouth? 
How are you relying on the Lord to help you to speak wise and life-giving words? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to help you to speak life-giving words that bring healing to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to speak life-giving words that bring healing to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group a time when your words brought life and healing to someone. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Gentle Answer           Proverbs 15      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you respond gently to others when harsh words are spoken against you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to respond gently to others when harsh words are spoken against me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I respond gentle to others when harsh words are spoken against me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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