
"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)  
 

Something Against Me 
 

Does someone have something against me? Do I really need to be concerned about that? Don’t I only need to take action when I 
have something against someone else? Isn’t my letting go of any offences and having a forgiving attitude toward everyone enough? 
Certainly, I will forgive others just as you have forgiven me. I won’t hold on to grudges. I won’t have a bitter, unforgiving heart. Isn’t 
that enough? Isn’t that like going the extra mile? What do you think? I think that I have a lot of questions. Why do you have a lot 
of questions? Isn’t the answer to your questions staring you in the face? Is the meaning of my word hidden so that you 
cannot understand it? Do you want to understand my word? Will you accept what my word is saying to you? I understand 
your word. The meaning of your word is quite clear. Nothing here in your word is hidden. I’m probably asking a lot of questions 

because I don’t like what your word is saying to me. I don’t really want to go and do what your word is asking of me. Now, those 
are honest answers.  
 
Why don’t you want to go and do what my word is asking of you? It is more than a little intimidating to go and reconcile with 
someone that has something against me. Why is that? What if they reject my effort? What if they spurn my attempt to make peace? 
What if they don’t reject your effort and spurn your attempt at making peace? If they accept my effort and welcome my attempt 
at making peace, my enemy may become my friend. Wouldn’t that be fantastic? Yes, it would be. What else? If I could live in 
peace and harmony with a former enemy, a heavy burden would be lifted from my life. Wouldn’t that be great? Yes, it would be.  
What else? If I am reconciled with someone, I might have a great opportunity to minister to them in some larger way. They might 
even come to know you as a result of seeing your love and forgiveness being lived out in and through my life. Wouldn’t that be 
incredible? Yes, it would be. What else? Going and making an effort to reconcile myself to someone who has something against 
me would give me peace. Why is that? I will have known that I have obeyed you. I will have known that I have gone and done what 
you have asked of me. Do you want to obey me? Do you want to go and do what I ask of you? Do you want to live in my 
peace? Yes Lord, I do. Then go and be reconciled with anyone and everyone that has something against you. Yes Lord, I 
will. That will be very good. One more thing. What’s that? I will be with you to help you. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I want to live a life free from conflict with others. I want to live a life in harmony with others. I want to be a bold and bright witness for 

you in the world. I don’t want anything to get in the way of my bearing fruit for your kingdom. So, I will reconcile with others. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled 
 

So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift.  
 

ESV                                               Matthew 5:23-24 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled 

 

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your gift.  
 

NIV                                                Matthew 5:23-24 
 
 
     

  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled  

 

Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, 
and go your way. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift.  
 

NKJV                                             Matthew 5:23-24 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ            Be Reconciled 

 

“So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in 
the Temple and you suddenly remember that 
someone has something against you, leave your 
sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to 
that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to 
God.  
 

NLT                                                Matthew 5:23-24 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ     Make Things Right 
  

"This is how I want you to conduct yourself in 
these matters. If you enter your place of worship 
and, about to make an offering, you suddenly 
remember a grudge a friend has against you, 
abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to 
this friend and make things right. Then and only 
then, come back and work things out with God.  
 

MSG                                              Matthew 5:23-24 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled 
 

So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother 
or sister, and then come and offer your gift.  
 

NRSV                                            Matthew 5:23-24 

  
  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled 

 

"So if you are standing before the altar in the 
Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and suddenly 
remember that a friend has something against you, 
leave your sacrifice there beside the altar and go 
and apologize and be reconciled to him, and then 
come and offer your sacrifice to God.  
 

TLB                                               Matthew 5:23-24 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ              Make Peace 

 

So if when you are offering your gift at the altar 
you there remember that your brother has any 
[grievance] against you, Leave your gift at the altar 
and go. First make peace with your brother, and 
then come back and present your gift.  
 

AMP                                       Matthew 5:23-24 

  
  Becoming Like Christ              Make Peace 

 

“So when you offer your gift to God at the altar, 
and you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there at the 
altar. Go and make peace with that person, and 
then come and offer your gift.  
 

NCV                                              Matthew 5:23-24 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ           Be Reconciled 

 

"Therefore if you are presenting your offering at 
the altar, and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your offering 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and present your 
offering.  
 

NASB                                            Matthew 5:23-24 

  



Be Reconciled                                  Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 5:23-24                         In Context: Read Matthew 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Therefore, | if you are offering | your gift | at the altar | and | there remember that | your brother | has something | against you, | 
leave your gift there | in front | of the altar. | First go | and | be reconciled | to your brother; | then come | and offer | your gift. 
Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I want to live a life free from conflict with others. I want to live a life in harmony with others. I want to be a bold and bright witness 
for you in the world. I don’t want anything to get in the way of bearing fruit for you. So, I will reconcile with others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why do you need to make the first move toward reconciliation when someone has something against you? 
When have you been reluctant to go and make peace with someone who had something against you? 
How has going and making peace with someone lifted a burden from you that you were carrying? 
When has going and making peace with someone turned an enemy into a friend? 
Why will unreconciled relationships hinder your ability to be a witness for God in the world? 
How has your life born more fruitful for God because you have been willing to go and make peace with others? 
Who must you go to now so you can make peace and reconcile your differences with each other? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Go and make peace and reconcile your difference with anyone and everyone that holds something against you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to make peace and reconcile your differences with others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group who you have gone and made peace with most recently. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Be Reconciled            Matthew 5        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you make peace with anyone who holds something against you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will make peace with anyone who holds something against me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, who do I need to go and make peace with today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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