
 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 
Mark 1:35 (NIV) 

Withdraw 

 
Is there any place you would rather be? Is there anything you would rather do? No, there is no place I would rather be. No, 
there is nothing I would rather do. It is my honor and pleasure and joy to meet with you. That is very good. In your presence, you 
have been changing me. In your presence, you have been molding and shaping me. In your presence, you have been making me 
to be more like you. I welcome anything and everything you want to say to me. I welcome anything and everything you want to do 
in and through me. I am happy to have withdrawn to this quiet and solitary place so we could be alone together. I am thankful to be 
able to withdraw from the crazy and noisy and busy pace of life. Why is that? In my hectic day to day, on the go and busy life, it is 
not easy to hear your voice speaking to me. It is not easy to receive your guidance and follow your instructions. I need to leave the 
busyness of life to focus my heart and mind and life on you. Yes, you do. 

 
I have something more to say about drawing near to you. What’s that? I want more of you. I want to live in a more intimate 
relationship with you. I hunger and thirst for a closer relationship with you. Every time I draw near to you, I am satisfied and yet left 
hungry for more. I want to be more reliant on you. I want to be more used by you. I want to bear more fruit for kingdom and bring 
more glory to your name. Most of all, I want to become more like you in all that I think, say, and do. I want to fully live the life that 
you have called me to live with and for you.  That is very good. But don’t be impatient. Keep on drawing near to me. Keep on 
listening to me. Keep on doing what I ask of you. These desires for more do come from me. I have given and I will grant 
your desires for more. So, day by day, I will keep on withdrawing to solitary places to meet with you. I will keep on allowing you to 
do whatever you want to do in and through me. I am all yours. Here I am, right now. I am glad that you have come to meet with 
me. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lord, here I am. I have withdrawn at this time to this quiet place so that I can be all alone with you. I have left the distracting, busy 
and noisy pace of life so that I can hear from you. Speak to me Lord. I am listening. I am very glad to be here with you now. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ       A Desolate Place 

 

And rising very early in the morning, while it was 
still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 
place, and there he prayed. 
 

ESV                                                          Mark 1:35 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ         A Solitary Place 

 

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he prayed. 
 

NIV                                                           Mark 1:35 
 
  
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ         A Solitary Place 

 

Now in the morning, having risen a long while 
before daylight, He went out and departed to a 
solitary place; and there He prayed. 
 

NKJV                                                        Mark 1:35 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ        An Isolated Place 

 

Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up 
and went out to an isolated place to pray. 
 

NLT                                                          Mark 1:35 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ       A Secluded Place 
 

While it was still night, way before dawn, he got up 
and went out to a secluded spot and prayed. 
 

MSG                                                         Mark 1:35 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ       A Deserted Place 

 

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got 
up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. 
 

NRSV                                                       Mark 1:35 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ          The Wilderness 

 

The next morning he was up long before daybreak 
and went out alone into the wilderness to pray. 
 

TLB                                                        Mark 1:35 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ       A Deserted Place 

 

And in the morning, long before daylight, He got up 
and went out to a deserted place, and there He 
prayed. 
 

AMP                                                        Mark 1:35 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ          A Lonely Place 

 

Early the next morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus woke and left the house. He went to a lonely 
place, where he prayed.  
 

NCV                                                         Mark 1:35 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ       A Secluded Place 

 

In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 
got up, left the house, and went away to a 
secluded place, and was praying there. 
 

NASB                                                       Mark 1:35 
 

  



A Solitary Place                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Mark 1:35                                         In Context: Read Mark 1 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Mark 
1:35 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Very early | in the morning, | while it was | still dark, | Jesus got up, | left the house | and | went off | to a solitary place, | where he 
prayed. Mark 1:35 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, here I am. I have withdrawn at this time to this quiet place so that I can be all alone with you. I have left the distracting, busy and 
noisy pace of life so that I can hear from you. Speak to me Lord. I am listening. I am very glad to be here with you now. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When and where is the time and place you have set aside to meet with the Lord? 
Why must you develop a habit of meeting with the Lord if you want to hear from Him? 
Why will the busy and noisy pace of life hinder you from being able to hear from the Lord? 
How has the Lord been speaking to you as you have withdrawn to a solitary place to meet with Him? 
How has the Lord been transforming your life as you remained in His presence? 
How has the Lord made your life fruitful for Him as you have continued to abide in Him? 
What prayers have you been praying as you have met with the Lord?  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Go to a solitary place to meet with the Lord in prayer. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will meet with you when you go to a solitary place to pray. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when and where you go to a solitary place to pray. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



A Solitary Place            Mark 1           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you withdraw to a solitary place to meet with the Lord in prayer. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will withdraw to a solitary place to meet with you in prayer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what do you want to say to me today as I meet with you in prayer? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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