
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  
"'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. 
He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. "Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to 
them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after 
you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV)  
 

 
Reluctant 

 
I have been reluctant. You have been reluctant about what? I have been reluctant to go and do all that you ask of me. Is that 
what you think? You know that is what I think. Let’s talk about that. I’d like that. Let’s be clear about the first and greatest and 

most important things that I have asked of you or will ask of anyone else. What’s that? I have asked you and I will ask 
everyone to come to believe and place all their faith in my Son. I have asked you and I will ask everyone to turn away from 
their sin to receive the forgiveness and cleansing that they have in my Son’s sacrifice for them on the cross. I have asked 
you and I will everyone to love and follow and serve my Son as their Savior and Lord. Have you heard me ask these 
questions of you? Have you had to decide how you will respond to each of these questions? Yes, I have heard all these 
questions. Yes, I have had to decide how I would respond to each one of these questions. Did you respond reluctantly or slowly 
to any of these questions? I wouldn’t say that I responded reluctantly or slowly. Neither would I. What would you say? I would 
say that I have enthusiastically turned away from my sin to receive the forgiveness and cleansing I have in your Son’s sacrifice for 
me on the cross. I would say that I am passionately following your Son as my Savior and Lord. I would say that I am placing all my 
faith in Him. I am thankful beyond words for all that you have done, are doing and will do for me. Beyond that I would say that I love 
you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. I have heard all these answers from you both loudly and clearly. That’s 
good. Yes, it is. 

 
Where then is your reluctance? How have you been like a reluctant son? Well, I have not taken on every one of your 
assignments with great enthusiasm. Sometimes, I have slowly and reluctantly gone and done what you have asked of me. 
Sometimes, I have wanted you to send someone else. Sometimes, I have wanted you to relieve me of an assignment. What do 
you want now? I want you to help me to be faithful. I want you to give me boldness and courageous and strength to be able to go 
and do all that you ask of me. I want you to strengthen my faith so I can say yes to whatever you ask of me. Those are prayers 
that I will hear and answer. Thank you, so much. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, I have been that reluctant son. I have been slow to go and do all that you ask of me. But thank you for turning my life 

around. Thank you for helping me to say yes to you. I will joyfully, thankfully and faithfully go and do all that you ask of me. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ       The Will Of His Father 
“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will 
not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the 
other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.  
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 
afterward change your minds and believe him.  
 

ESV                                             Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 

 
Becoming Like Christ   What The Father Wanted 
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' "'I will not,' he 
answered, but later he changed his mind and went. "Then the father 
went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' 
but he did not go. "Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The 
first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 
And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
 

NIV                                              Matthew 21:28-32 
 
  
 
    

Becoming Like Christ       The Will Of His Father 
"But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first 
and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' He answered and said, 'I 
will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the 
second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he 
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, 
"The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors 
and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax 
collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not 
afterward relent and believe him. 
 

NKJV                                           Matthew 21:28-32 
 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ           Obeyed His Father 
“But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the older boy, 
‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ The son answered, ‘No, I 
won’t go,’ but later he changed his mind and went anyway. Then the 
father told the other son, ‘You go,’ and he said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he 
didn’t go.  “Which of the two obeyed his father?” They replied, “The first.” 
Then Jesus explained his meaning: “I tell you the truth, corrupt tax 
collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God before you do.  
For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but you 
didn’t believe him, while tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when 
you saw this happening, you refused to believe him and repent of your 
sins. 
 

NLT                                              Matthew 21:28-32 
 
     

 
Becoming Like Christ Did What The Father Asked 
"Tell me what you think of this story: A man had two sons. He went up to 
the first and said, 'Son, go out for the day and work in the vineyard.'  
"The son answered, 'I don't want to.' Later on he thought better of it and 
went. "The father gave the same command to the second son. He 
answered, 'Sure, glad to.' But he never went. "Which of the two sons did 
what the father asked?" They said, "The first." Jesus said, "Yes, and I tell 
you that crooks and whores are going to precede you into God's 
kingdom. John came to you showing you the right road. You turned up 
your noses at him, but the crooks and whores believed him. Even when 
you saw their changed lives, you didn't care enough to change and 
believe him. 
 

MSG                                            Matthew 21:28-32 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ       The Will Of His Father 
"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but 
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. Which of 
the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to 
them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him. 
 

NRSV                                          Matthew 21:28-32 
 
  

Becoming Like Christ    Was Obeying His Father 
"But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the older 
boy, ’Son, go out and work on the farm today.’ ’I won’t,’ he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went. Then the father told the youngest, 
’You go!’ and he said, ’Yes, sir, I will.’ But he didn’t. Which of the two was 
obeying his father?" They replied, "The first, of course." Then Jesus 
explained his meaning: "Surely evil men and prostitutes will get into the 
Kingdom before you do. For John the Baptist told you to repent and turn 
to God, and you wouldn’t, while very evil men and prostitutes did. And 
even when you saw this happening, you refused to repent, and so you 
couldn’t believe. Matthew 21:28-32 (TLB)  
 

TLB                                             Matthew 21:28-32 
 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ      The Will Of The Father 
What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He came to the first 
and said, Son, go and work today in the vineyard. And he answered, I will not; 
but afterward he changed his mind and went. Then the man came to the 
second and said the same [thing]. And he replied, I will [go], sir; but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of the father? They replied, The first one. 
Jesus said to them, Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the harlots will get 
into the kingdom of heaven before you. For John came to you walking in the 
way of an upright man in right standing with God, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the harlots did believe him; and you, even when you 
saw that, did not afterward change your minds and believe him [adhere to, 
trust in, and rely on what he told you]. 
 

AMP                                            Matthew 21:28-32 
 
  

Becoming Like Christ          Obeyed His Father 
“Tell me what you think about this: A man had two sons. He went to the 
first son and said, ’Son, go and work today in my vineyard.’ The son 
answered, ’I will not go.’ But later the son changed his mind and went.  
Then the father went to the other son and said, ’Son, go and work today 
in my vineyard.’ The son answered, ’Yes, sir, I will go and work,’ but he 
did not go. Which of the two sons obeyed his father?“ The priests and 
leaders answered, “The first son.“ Jesus said to them, “I tell you the 
truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes will enter the kingdom of God 
before you do. John came to show you the right way to live. You did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and prostitutes believed him. Even 
after seeing this, you still refused to change your ways and believe him. 
 

NCV                                            Matthew 21:28-32 
     

 
Becoming Like Christ      The Will Of The Father 
 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first 
and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.' "And he answered, 'I will 
not'; but afterward he regretted it and went. "The man came to the 
second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did 
not go. "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They *said, "The 
first." Jesus *said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and 
prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. "For John came 
to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the 
tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did 
not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him. 
 

NASB                                          Matthew 21:28-32 
 
  



What His Father Wanted             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 21:28-32                      In Context: Read Matthew 21 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' "'I will 
not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 
'I will, sir,' but he did not go. "Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you 
the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did 
not repent and believe him. Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"What do you think? | There was a man | who had two sons. | He went to the first and said, | 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 
| "'I will not,' he answered, | but later | he changed his mind | and went. | "Then the father went | to the other son | and said | the 
same thing. | He answered, | 'I will, sir,' | but he did not go. | "Which of the two | did what | his father wanted?" | "The first," | they 
answered. | Jesus said to them, | "I tell you the truth, | the tax collectors | and | the prostitutes are entering | the kingdom of God | 
ahead of you. | For John | came to you | to show you | the way of righteousness, | and | you did not | believe him, | but the tax collectors 
| and | the prostitutes did. | And even after | you saw this, | you did not repent | and | believe him.          Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I have been that reluctant son. I have been slow to go and do all that you ask of me. But thank you for turning my life 
around. Thank you for helping me to say yes to you. I will joyfully, thankfully and faithfully go and do all that you ask of me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How have you turned from your old life of sin to live a new life of loving, following and serving your Heavenly Father? 
When have you changed your mind and went and did something your Heavenly Father asked of you? 
When has your Heavenly Father asked you to go and do something that was unfamiliar and uncomfortable? 
What joy have you found in going and doing whatever your Heavenly Father has asked of you? 
How has the course of your life been changed by going and doing what your Heavenly Father asked of you? 
What fruit has your life born as you have gone and done what your Heavenly Father asked of you? 
Why can you be certain you will receive difficult, faith stretching assignments from your Heavenly Father? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Say yes to your Heavenly Father by going and doing all that He asks you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father will regularly ask you to go and do things for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group what your Heavenly Father has asked you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What The Father Wanted          Matthew 21      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you go and do all that your Heavenly Father asks of you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will go and do whatever you ask of me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what can I go and do for you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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