
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were 
included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-
-to the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:11-14 (NIV) 

 

Guarantee 
 

I have heard it said that there are no guarantees in life. I suppose people say that because life is so fragile and uncertain. But the 
saying, is absolutely incorrect. How so? I know without a doubt that you love and care for me. This is guaranteed to be true. Why 
can you say that? You came into this world to live and die for me. You gave your life as a sacrifice for me. You paid for my sins. 
Your blood shed on the cross cleansed me of all my unrighteousness. Could there be any clearer demonstration of your love? Could 

you have done anything more for me? Could you have given me a better gift than the salvation I have in you? I think not. You made 
me to be righteous in God’s eyes. That is also guaranteed to be true. Why is that? You are God. Your will cannot be thwarted. Your 
plan cannot be denied. No, it cannot. What else is guaranteed? You have a plan for my life. I am not alone in the universe. I am 
not wandering around with an uncertain destiny. You didn’t just save me for heaven. You saved me so that I could be used by you 
in this life. You have good works prepared for me to do for you. You have a purpose for my life. How do you know this to be true? 
You have taken the most unlikely and differing circumstances of my life and combined them to grow and develop and lead me in 
ways that you have given me to serve you. I could not have anticipated or predicted or prepared for how you have made me able to 
serve you and bring glory to your name. You are working in and through my life without a doubt. Yes, I am. It pleases me that you 
know this to be true. What else is guaranteed? I have a future forever in heaven with you. I have an inheritance with you in 
heaven that is awaiting me. How do you know this to be true? You have filled me with your Holy Spirit. Your Holy Spirit is guarding 
and guiding my life. Your Holy Spirit is helping me to know and to love and to follow and serve you. Your Holy Spirit has filled my 
life with hope and joy both now and forever. That is true. That is right. That is good. Thank you, Lord for all you have done for 
me. I am all yours. Yes, you are all mine. 
 
 

 
 
 
Lord, thank you for allowing me to hear the good news of my salvation in you. Thank you for drawing me to yourself and making me one 

of your own. Thank you for filling me with your Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing my inheritance in heaven with you. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ            The Guarantee 

 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 

ESV                                            Ephesians 1:11-14 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ  A Deposit Guaranteeing 

 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 
glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you 
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of 
his glory. 
 

NIV                                             Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ            The Guarantee 
 

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according 
to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ 
should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted, 
after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; 
in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 
His glory. 
 

NKJV                                          Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ           God’s Guarantee 

 

Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have 
received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, 
and he makes everything work out according to his plan. God’s 
purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ 
would bring praise and glory to God. And now you Gentiles have 
also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And 
when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by 
giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. The 
Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he 
promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. 
He did this so we would praise and glorify him. 
 

NLT                                            Ephesians 1:11-14 
      

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 This Signet 

 

It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living 
for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, 
he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living,  
part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and 
everyone. It's in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and 
believed it (this Message of your salvation), found yourselves 
home free—signed, sealed, and delivered by the Holy Spirit.  
This signet from God is the first installment on what's coming, a 
reminder that we'll get everything God has planned for us, a 
praising and glorious life. 
 

MSG                                           Ephesians 1:11-14 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 The Pledge 

 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 
things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own 
people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

NRSV                                         Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
  

  Becoming Like Christ          God’s Guarantee 
 
Moreover, because of what Christ has done, we have become gifts to God 
that he delights in, for as part of God’s sovereign plan we were chosen from 
the beginning to be his, and all things happen just as he decided long ago. 
God’s purpose in this was that we should praise God and give glory to him for 
doing these mighty things for us, who were the first to trust in Christ. And 
because of what Christ did, all you others too, who heard the Good News 
about how to be saved, and trusted Christ, were marked as belonging to 
Christ by the Holy Spirit, who long ago had been promised to all of us 
Christians. His presence within us is God’s guarantee that he really will give 
us all that he promised; and the Spirit’s seal upon us means that God has 
already purchased us and that he guarantees to bring us to himself. This is 
just one more reason for us to praise our glorious God. 
 

TLB                                            Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
 

 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ            The Guarantee 

 
In Him we also were made [God's] heritage (portion) and we obtained an 
inheritance; for we had been foreordained (chosen and appointed beforehand) 
in accordance with His purpose, Who works out everything in agreement with 
the counsel and design of His [own] will, So that we who first hoped in Christ 
[who first put our confidence in Him have been destined and appointed to] live 
for the praise of His glory! In Him you also who have heard the Word of Truth, 
the glad tidings (Gospel) of your salvation, and have believed in and adhered 
to and relied on Him, were stamped with the seal of the long-promised Holy 
Spirit. That [Spirit] is the guarantee of our inheritance [the firstfruits, the pledge 
and foretaste, the down payment on our heritage], in anticipation of its full 
redemption and our acquiring [complete] possession of it—to the praise of His 
glory. 
 

AMP                                           Ephesians 1:11-14 
   

  Becoming Like Christ            The Guarantee 
 

In Christ we were chosen to be God’s people, because from the very 
beginning God had decided this in keeping with his plan. And he is the 
One who makes everything agree with what he decides and wants.  
We are the first people who hoped in Christ, and we were chosen so that 
we would bring praise to God’s glory. So it is with you. When you heard 
the true teaching—the Good News about your salvation—you believed in 
Christ. And in Christ, God put his special mark of ownership on you by 
giving you the Holy Spirit that he had promised. That Holy Spirit is the 
guarantee that we will receive what God promised for his people until 
God gives full freedom to those who are his—to bring praise to God’s 
glory. 
 

NCV                                           Ephesians 1:11-14 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ                    A Pledge 

 

also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel 
of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ would be to the praise of His glory. In Him, you also, after 
listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, 
with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the 
praise of His glory. 
 

NASB                                         Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
  



A Deposit Guaranteeing               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Ephesians 1:11-14                     In Context: Read Ephesians 1 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included 
in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the 
praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:11-14 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
In him | we were also chosen, | having been predestined | according to the plan | of him who works out everything | in conformity with 
| the purpose | of his will, | in order that we, | who were | the first | to hope in Christ, | might be for | the praise of his glory. | And you 
also | were included in Christ | when you heard the word of truth, | the gospel | of your salvation. | Having believed, | you were | marked 
in him | with a seal, | the promised Holy Spirit, | who is a deposit guaranteeing | our inheritance | until the redemption | of those | who 
are God's possession--| to the praise | of his glory. Ephesians 1:11-14 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for allowing me to hear the good news of my salvation in you. Thank you for drawing me to yourself and making me 
one of your own. Thank you for filling me with your Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing my inheritance in heaven with you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How did you first hear the good news of the gospel in a way that drew you to Him? 
When did you first come to believe in Christ and place all your faith in Him? 
How has the Lord worked out widely differing circumstances in your life to accomplish His will? 
How has God done in and through you what you could have never anticipated or predicted? 
How has your life brought praise and glory to the Lord as you have loved, followed and served Him? 
Why would it be absolutely incorrect to say that there are no guarantees as a follower of Christ? 
How does the certainty of your inheritance in Christ give you joy in loving, following and serving Him now? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Joyfully love, follow and serve the Lord knowing that you have a guaranteed inheritance in heaven with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit dwells in you as a deposit guaranteeing your inheritance in heaven. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you came to believe in Christ as your Savior and Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Deposit Guaranteeing         Ephesians 1      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love, follow and serve the Lord knowing that your inheritance in heaven, with Him, is guaranteed. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, thank you that my inheritance in heaven, with you, is guaranteed. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I bring praise and honor and glory to you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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